Happy Spring! Happy Easter!

Greetings!
The countdown is over, spring is finally here. Ironically, Mother Nature played a
trick on us, covering our early emerging flowers with a blanket of snow. I woke
up, dove back under the covers, and hid my head. By the afternoon, it had
disappeared and the outlook for this weekend is warm and sunny. I guess the
plants knew this all along.

Our shop is overflowing with all kinds of creative, unique Easter and spring gifts.
We have our signature Easter basket gardens, floral teacups filled with flowering
plants or succulents, real eggshells (from
Diane's chickens eggs) planted with
violas, wonderful terrariums designed with
spring themes, planted seashells, and so
much more. Our hand painted Austrian
Easter eggs are a popular gift giving
tradition. If you are looking for a gift for the
A unique gift- succulent tea cups!

children in your life that doesn't involve
candy, why not give them a butterfly

raising kit and get them started on this wonderful, natural pastime? Seed packets
can also be tucked into Easter baskets for
a spring time treat.
Natureworks is now open full time for our
33rd year in business. Just typing those
words astounds me. Who could have
imagined, back in 1983, before I even had
a computer or a fax machine, that
Natureworks would have become what it
is today. I am so blessed and so grateful.

A great gift if you want to inspire the
young ones in your life to encourage
and respect the life in your yard.

This year we will focus on a very broad mission: Plants with a Purpose. This
phrase came to me last year, when I was invited to speak at the CT Horticultural
Society this winter. As I thought about all I had been observing and studying, I
realized something. It's no longer about plants as just objects of beauty.
Customers come in and want to know "What does it do?" Is it edible, medicinal,
does it support butterflies, hummingbirds, pollinators, birds, wildlife? THAT is
what we are all about here at Natureworks. Therefore, in 2016, we are going to
help you connect the dots between the plants that we sell and their function in
your home ecosystem. You have already seen this in the winter classes and
workshops we have given. You will see it as a thread weaving through every
weekly email and all of our garden walks.

Because we are an organic garden center and have been for all 33 years, we
have a deep understanding of how your ecosystem works. Right now, I am
horrified to see many of my neighbors spreading poisons all over their lawns to
prevent crabgrass and kill grubs. I opened the paper and my heart broke to see
glossy ads with kids and dogs lying on lush grass advertising a 4-step poison
program. It is so sad and so unnecessary. NOW is the moment when you MUST
DECIDE the direction you will go in your yard. Organic lawn care is the
answer. It works and it is sustainable for the future. We have all of the
information and products that you need. Still not sure? Think about this: "At
least 67 million birds are killed each year as a result of lawn
chemicals". Click here and link to a fact sheet from the Audubon Society that
explains the effects of lawn poisons on birds as well as pollinators, insects,
birds, fish, small mammals, and more. Don't forget humans and pets as well...
Use this information to convince your spouse, your friends, your neighbors.
Need organic alternatives? Click here and learn about the organic approach that
we offer at Natureworks.

Our new Insect Hotel will attract many native
pollinators. How cool is this?

One of the creatures in our ecosystem that is just waking up now are mason
bees. These are native bees that do a ton of pollinating of our food crops. They
do not build hives; instead, they are tunnel nesting bees. They are just waking
up from their winter nap and NOW is the time to encourage them to nest in your
yard by putting up mason bee houses (hollow tubes gathered together and
placed under the eves). We took that a HUGE step further by making an insect
hotel at Natureworks. This
contains hollow tubes of all sizes
to attract lots of different native
bees. Encouraging native
pollinators in this way assures lots
of fruit and vegetables in your
edible garden as well as berries
and seed heads in your
ornamental gardens. It will
become a place that all of the
creatures we share our yards with
call home.

Place our mason bee houses in the eves of your
house or garage. We will teach you how to
invite these valuable native pollinators into your
yard. The time to do it is NOW as they are
waking up.

Despite the return to beautiful
weather, the soil is still quite chilly and there are certain plants that CAN go out
now and many that need to wait. A soil thermometer is a great tool to better

understand what is going on in the root system of the plants. We are starting to
plant, dig, and divide hardy perennials. You can sow the seeds of peas, lettuce,
spinach, radishes, and other cold tolerant crops directly into the soil if it has been
warmed up first with a black plastic covering for a few days. We expect the cold
season organic
veggie seedlings to
be arriving during
the first few weeks of
April. Take your
cues from what you
see emerging and
blooming in your
own yard. My
hellebores are in full
flower, undaunted by
Monday's snow. All
Our soil thermometer read 42 degrees on Tuesday. Peas like it
to be 45 degrees- we are almost there! This is an invaluable tool
for all gardeners, especially if you want to start planting early
and get a jump on things. We have plenty in stock.

of my bulbs are fine,
and I am watching
daffodils and
hyacinths opening

every day. The buds are appearing on many early perennials such as Lathyrus
vernus (spring vetchling) and Pulmonaria (lungwort). I am seeing forsythia,
Cornus mas, and Azalea mucronulatum in bloom in my neighborhood. Spring is
heading quickly into fast forward. Are you ready to plant?
Coming up this Saturday, April 26th, we are offering a Seed Sowing Workshop
and still have some spaces left. The following Saturday I am teaching two
classes- a morning class on pruning and an afternoon class on growing food.
Both classes are filling up fast. Check out the details on all of these events in our
Upcoming Events section below and register today.
We are now open full time BUT we will be closed on Easter Sunday so get
your Natureworks shopping done early! Please stop in for a visit this week. You
will be delighted with what you will find waiting for you...

Reserve Plants Today- Early Order Opportunities
I have put together a package of 3 really late blooming, very easy to grow native
blue asters to help the late
pollinators. Click here to read all
about it and reserve yours. If you
plant these asters this spring, they
will be large and well established by
the fall. They will bloom in
succession from September through
late October/early November.
We also will be selling some Natureworks field dug plants again this year.
These are perennials that you can't find easily. They are mainstays of my garden
design projects. I keep a stock of them at Natureworks and in my home garden to
assure that my favorite varieties will be around for years to come. There are
limited numbers of these plants available and
they include 'Lucie's Pink' mums, November
blooming Aster 'Fanny', Coreopsis tripteris
'Flower Tower', and classic, old fashioned coral
bells with long stems for cutting. Click here to see
the plant descriptions and order form.
'Lucie's Pink' perennial mums
can be reserved for spring
planting.

Our Incredible Edibles List and Order form is
ready and we have been taking orders for many
weeks. You can reserve your organic vegetable

seedlings as well as organic seed potatoes, berry plants, asparagus roots, and
edible figs. For the Incredible Edibles list, click here. And the order form is here.

Pretty Plants for Spring Containers

Ranunculus are amazing and will keep on flowering for
the next few months.

It's time to plant your early spring containers! We are overflowing with lots of
choices to make your deck, patio, or porch a place of beauty right now. This is
what we call "the cool season". Temperatures will still dip into the twenties many
nights. Days can be warm and sunny, or cool and windy. You need to choose
plants that thrive in these conditions. That's where WE come in!
Bring us your empty, tired, bedraggled containers. Don't have any nice
containers worth planting? No problem, we have a great selection to get you
started. We have the potting station all set up with our Organic Mechanics
potting soil and organic fertilizers to get your new plants off to a good start. We
will work with you in selecting plants to fit your light conditions. Then, you can
pot them up right here and we will clean up the mess.
Another alternative is to take pictures and measurements of your containers and
let us help you select your plants to bring home and plant.

You aren't finished until you add some of my freshly harvested pussywillow
branches into your masterpiece. Grab a few bunches to give to friends while you
are here. I had a great crop this year.
Here are some plants that we LOVE to use right now:

Potted grape hyacinths (muscari) can
add some spring bling to your
containers and then become a
permanent part of your perennial garden.

Hardy primroses, Ranunculus,
and grape hyacinths are all
happy outside now. I have
primroses blooming in my
gardens this week.

We have over 20 varieties of Hellebores.
All will keep blooming in your cool
containers and then can be planted in
the perennial garden to give you early

spring flowers for years to come.

Do You Want to Go to England with Me?

A couple of weeks ago I announced that I am leading a trip to visit English
gardens this July. With 25 spots available, the response has been wonderful. I
already have 12 people committed, and 10 more seriously interested!
Click here https://www.pinterest.com/natureworks/trip-to-england/
and visit my Pinterest page where I have collected pictures of all of the places on
our itinerary.
If you would like all the details about the trip sent to you, simply email me
DIRECTLY at:
nancyd@naturework.com

I will then send you a full packet of information. The trip is from July 8-17th. The

cost is $3800 which excludes airfare. We will be attending the Hampton Court
Palace Flower Show (the largest annual flower show in the world, set on 34
acres) and visiting 16 gardens.

Upcoming Events

Saturday, March 26 10 am - 11 am
Seed Sowing Workshop at Natureworks
Have you always wanted to start your vegetable plants from seed but were too
scared to try? Have you wanted to try a snazzy new variety without the
investment of a 6-pack of seedlings? Have you ever just wanted to see
something grow from start to finish? Then you should attend this hands-on seed
starting workshop! We will provide the soil, seeds (fun varieties in tow), seedling
tray and cover, not to mention, we will provide you with the confidence to try
something new! Wear gardening clothes and let us worry about the mess. Each
participant will plant a full tray of seeds and leave with a whole lot of seed
starting expertise. Please call to pre-register.
Fee:$25 includes seed flat with greenhouse cover, seedling tray,
organic potting soil, and seeds.
Registration:
Limited to 8 participants per class, sign up early.

Saturday, April 2nd
Overcoming your Fear of Pruning-Basic Principles and Practices 10 amnoon

$20 Held at the Zion Episcopal Church, North Branford.*

Don't pick up a pair of pruners or, worse yet, an electric hedge trimmer, until you
have taken this class! Learn how proper pruning can make your plants healthier,
longer lived, and much more floriferous. Discover which plants should be pruned
in the early spring, which should be pruned in late spring/early summer, which
can be pruned in the fall, and why. Learn about renewal pruning, open pruning,
and other important techniques. We will place a special focus on Clematis and
Hydrangeas.
Grow the Most Food Possible in your own Backyard

1-3 pm $20

Held at the Zion Episcopal Church, North Branford.*
Learn how you can grow the most food possible, as efficiently as possible, and
harvest it as long as possible in your own yard, no matter the size. This

workshop will explain succession planting, spacing, rotation, and timing of all of
the major vegetable crops that we love to grow in CT.
Monday, April 4, 2016
Glastonbury Garden Club, 7 pm lecture with a topic of Organic Gardening, in
particular vegetables. Please check with the garden club to see if the public is
invited.
Tuesday, April 12, 2016
Milford Garden Club, 1 pm lecture with a topic of Medicinal Herbs. Please
check with the garden club to see if the public is invited.
Click here for Natureworks Class Registration Information.
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Hours
Natureworks is open and our hours are:
Monday - Saturday 9 am - 6 pm.
Sunday 10 am - 4 pm.
CLOSED Easter Sunday, March 27th.

Class Location
* Natureworks classes on April 2nd are held in North Branford at the Zion Episcopal
Church. 326 Notch Hill Rd., North Branford, CT. 06471. Click for a map.

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
naturework.com
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