Bring on the Spring!

Greetings!
We made it through the April ice age and I am happy to report that our plants
are actually doing great! Aside from some frozen flowers on the early
magnolias and forsythias, everything else is recovering nicely. I unwrapped my
peach tree and was thrilled to find the buds were still alive. With much warmer
weather this week, we should start to
see a return to "fast forward" in the
emergence and blooming of our beloved
gardens. My asparagus is up, and my
double bloodroot bloomed today. To
celebrate, we are getting in not ONLY
the plant deliveries that we held back

last week but ALSO all the deliveries regularly scheduled for THIS week. That
means 6-8 deliveries of amazing plants will be on
our benches and in our greenhouse by the weekend.
Included in this bounty are more cold season
veggies. I am just getting around to planting my
peas, spinach, and lettuce now. All my brave plans
to plant earlier were dismissed with the ice and
snow. We will have our first shipment of cold tolerant
annuals such as Nemesias (shown above),
Diascias, Osteospermums, snapdragons, stock, and
a lot more. We will have perennials and shrubs
Native Virginia bluebells
are starting to flower this
week.

galore along with the first of our native wildflowers.
Our organic seed potatoes and asparagus roots are
in stock as well.

Our hours are now extended for the busy spring season. We open at 8 am
weekdays and Saturdays, 9 am on Sundays. We are open Thursday evenings
until 7 pm. This Thursday from 5-6 I will be doing a garden walk demonstration
how to feed the garden (which you should be doing right now) using our Magic
Formula as well as how to prune summer blooming shrubs. We will learn all
about the earliest blooming perennials and worship all of the beautiful bulbs
that are appearing in our demonstration gardens. Saturday morning is our
first Earlybird Sale of the year. We open at 7 am and if you shop between 7
and 9 am you will get a $5 gift card that can be used on any purchase of $20 or
more. At 9:30, my walk will be all about Enticing Hummingbirds to nest and
live in your yard. They are very territorial and RIGHT NOW is when they are
picking out their summer home. There are so many wonderful perennials,
annuals, and flowering shrubs that they adore. If you plant them, they will
come. We will also be explaining how to use hummingbird feeders to further
entice the hummingbirds to pick YOUR property to raise their young.

As the hummingbirds arrive, plant columbines, quince, coral
bells, and fuchsias to feed them. Learn all bout it this Saturday
morning at our 9:30 FREE Garden Walk.

NOW is the ideal time to give your lawn its first feeding of the season. If you are
trying to eliminate crabgrass or other weeds, use corn gluten as your first
feeding. This provides much needed nitrogen to jump start the growth of your
grass and also inhibits weed seed germination. If weeds are not your problem,
you can feed with Cheep Cheep (OMRI certified dehydrated poultry manure) or
our favorite, Pro Gro. If you take a soil test and bring in the results, we can help
you customize your feeding (and liming) program for your soil conditions. Our
2016 Organic Lawn Care Program is a wonderful way to learn all about the
methods and products that we know work. Click here for the 3-part booklet..

Don't be tempted to use poisons on your lawn. It is harmful in SO many ways.
Your children and grandchildren (and YOU) walk on the lawn, perhaps play
games on it. Your pets don't wear shoes, so their paws come in direct contact
with any products you apply. Birds feed on the worms and insects in your lawn.
Did you know that when birds have babies they feed them primarily insects, not
berries? Protein is key. The soil beneath your lawn is alive with life. Much of it
is microscopic in the form of beneficial bacteria, fungi, and microorganisms.
There are also a host of other insects that live in your lawn such as ground
beetles. Spreading products with poisons makes no sense. Chemical fertilizers
will eventually cause the
microorganisms in the soil to die. They
decompose organic matter and release it
slowly to the plant roots. If you don't add
organic matter (in the form of organic

fertilizers, compost, grass clippings that
are left on the lawn after mowing), the
microorganisms eat all the organic
matter there is in the soil and then, with
nothing left to eat, they die. You are left
with an essentially "dead soil" that will
be totally dependent on your inputs to
keep the lawn growing. Makes no sense
to me. Feed the soil and the soil will feed the plants. This is our motto in
organic landscaping. Over the years, your soil will get better and better and
your inputs will actually decrease.

We are repeating our Mod Podge Terra Cotta workshop this coming Sunday,
April 17th at 1 pm. Kassie and her students had so much fun doing this she
decided to offer it a second time! The class is limited to 10 participants. For
information, check out the Upcoming Events Section below.

Pansies aren't the only plants you can put outside in the garden or in

pots right now. Osteospermum (a form of African daisy) is VERY
cold tolerant and comes in lots of colors and flower forms.

It's a very exciting and busy week ahead. Spring looks like it is finally here to
stay. Come and celebrate with us, pick up your spring veggies, seeds, organic
fertilizers, organic lawn care products, hummingbird feeders, cool season
annuals, and so much more. Plant up a few pretty containers for your deck or to
give as gifts. Why buy store bought flowers now when you can give a living
planter? Make some time to come into Natureworks and feel a bit of spring
fever- at last! See you soon...

P.S. Do you want to go to
ENGLAND with me? My
custom English Garden
Tour in July is filling up
fast. If you are thinking of going, send in your downpayment now to reserve
your space. If you need information, email directly at nancyd@naturework.com

Deer? Rabbits? Voles Getting you Down?
Last year we introduced a wonderful new
product that will protect your plants from
deer, rabbits, voles, and other critters for
three months. It is called Repellex
Systemic and is an all natural product that
really works. You sprinkle it around the
base of your plants RIGHT NOW. It is
taken up into the plant WHEN IT IS
ACTIVELY GROWING which is why NOW
is the time. It takes two weeks to be totally
absorbed by the plant. After that, the

leaves and flowers and roots will taste of extremely hot HOT pepper. Use it on
all of your ornamentals, including tulip bulbs, azaleas, daylilies, hostas, and
other enticing delicacies that these creatures love. Don't use it on edibles as it
will make them taste like hot pepper!

In the two weeks it takes to get complete protection from Repellex Systemic,
you can spray the tops of the plants with Deer Stopper, spread some Deer
Scram around the plants that they like, or sprinkle granular Repellex in areas
where voles are active. Jane first used this product on an old, established row
of hostas that grow along
her stone wall by the road.
She lives in North
Madison and the deer
usually eat the hostas
each year. They didn't
touch them! She did plant
Hosta leaves are poking up this week. Protect them
now!

a NEW hosta and forgot to
use the Repellex
Systemic on the new

plant. That is the ONLY one they ate!

Hummingbirds

Hummingbirds are truly amazing creatures.They migrate to CT in April and
early May and pick a territory in which to raise their young. They weave their
nests with spider web filament and lay eggs the size of tiny jellybeans.
Because they are very territorial, NOW is the time to put your feeders out and
be sure your yard is filled with the early blooming flowers that they love.
At this time of year, that means
bleeding hearts, Pulmonaria,
fuchsia, quince, and Azaleas of
all sorts. Because I am totally
fascinated by the order in which
our plants bloom here in CT
(Succession of Bloom is what we
call it), I will explain in my garden
walk this Saturday morning how to plant for a non-stop display of flowers that
hummingbirds LOVE. I surround my deck with containers all purposely filled
with hummingbird nectar flowers as my husband and I love to sit there in the
evening before dinner, have a glass of wine, and watch the show! Everywhere
in my yard and at
Natureworks there is
always something
flowering to attract these
magical creatures. We
even found a
hummingbird nest high in
our blue atlas cedar by the
lathhouse at Natureworks
Not all hummingbird flowers are red or pink.
Pulmonaria (lungwort) is up and blooming now and is

one year. Brave Diane
climbed a very tall ladder
to photograph it.

purple, blue, white, or coral. It's a great shade plant and
quite deer resistant.

Another way to be sure to

get the hummingbirds' attention is to put out feeders. This year we have a few
different options for feeders. We carry a very basic feeder which is really
popular. It is inexpensive, easy to clean and fill, and very durable. We also
carry very beautiful glass feeders, a "Hummerbar", and, of course,
hummingbird SWINGS. We are
stocking a new type of nectar to
fill the feeders. It is infused with
floral extracts from the
hummingbird's favorite flowers
and, of course, contains no dyes
or chemical ingredients. It also
contains calcium to promote
healthy eggshell growth. To
watch an amazing "Hummerbar"
video, please click here.

TWINS!

At Natureworks, we have a very well stocked bench of native woodland
wildflowers that attracts lots of attention all during the spring. We also are
establishing many of these plants in our demonstration gardens as well as
those of our landscape clients. This week, I noticed our twinleaf was in bloom.
Jeffersonia diphylla is so named because the leaves emerge as matching
twin leaves connected in the middle. The flowers are white. They are known as

a spring ephemeral, meaning that they go dormant and disappear in the
summer months. That is not a problem in our gardens as we have all kinds of
ferns and summer shade perennials that fill up the space. Our plants have
been in the garden for many years and we now have quite a few self-sown
babies.

Each year I participate in the May Market on Mother's Day weekend at the
Hillstead Museum in Farmington. There I mingle with many other specialty
nurseries, all selling cool plants. Naturally, even though I myself have
thousands of plants back at Natureworks to sell, I always succumb and buy
myself a treat or two of something I don't already grow. Shown above is the
oriental counterpart of our native twinleaf, Jeffersonia dubia. The flowers
really are the color shown. They were blooming before the snow and are still
blooming now. (I covered them with a tent of pine branches for the week.)
These blue flowers are enchanting and very long lasting and yes, I already
have one baby seedling nearby.
The first of the wildflowers will be here this week. We also have a book of very
rare wildflowers in the retail store. You can take a look at these offerings and
special order ladyslipper orchids, PINK bloodroot, double trilliums, and a lot
more. As you drive around, take a stroll down a woodland trail, or just walk
around in your neighborhood, keep your eyes open for these fleeting treasures.
This week I expect to see Dicentra cuccularia (Dutchman's britches), bloodroot,
and even some Trilliums in bloom. The more we restore the natives to the little
patches of woodland gardens that we have in our yards, the more there will be
for generations to come. Plant native wildflowers!

Upcoming Events
Thursday, April 14th
5:00-6:00 pm Wake up the Garden Join Nancy as
she cuts back perennials, feeds the soil with our
" Magic Formula" , and prunes summer blooming
shrubs. Speaking of magic, evenings are magical
at Natureworks, now open Thursdays until 7 pm.
On the right is my Rose of Sharon after pruning. Dare to prune
your summer blooming shrubs NOW and you will be rewarded
with tons of beautiful flowers later.

Saturday, April 16th
>> 7:00-9:00 am Early Bird Sale Coffee and a free $5 gift card
with any $20 purchase for those who shop before 9 am.
>> 9:30-10:30 am Enticing Hummingbirds This is the time
hummingbirds claim their territories. Learn about what to plant and
when to set out your feeders to attract these beautiful birds to YOUR
yard.
Sunday, April 17th
1:00-2:00 pm Mod Podge Terra Cotta We had so much fun Mod Podging last
Sunday, we are adding another session this Sunday! Decorate a terra cotta pot
with fun fabrics. COST: $15 includes one terra cotta pot, beautiful fabrics, mod
podge and our expert guidance. Pinterest inspired! Limit: 10 registered
participants, please call to register.

Thursday, April 21st
5:00-6:00 pm Organics 101 What does it really mean to be
organic? Natureworker Kassie will help you learn to read food
labels, adopt truly organic plant practices and live a healthy
organic lifestyle.

Click here for the full April Events Flyer.

For the May Natureworks Events, click here.

VISIT NATUREWORKS DURING OUR
EARTH DAY WEEKEND CELEBRATION.
PLEASE SET ASIDE SOME TIME THIS WEEKEND TO
HONOR THE EARTH.
Saturday, April 23rd
9:30-10:30 am

A Landscape for All Creatures Nancy

will connect the dots between the plants that we sell and how they
can enhance the ecosystem in your back yard. Learn which plants
help birds, butterflies, beneficial insects, pollinators,
hummingbirds, and wildlife. This year we are all about growing
Plants with a Purpose!!!
11:30 am-12:30 pm

Planning your Food Garden You can

grow food in your garden, (no matter how small) from early April
until late November. All it takes is a little planning and a basic
understanding of succession cropping and interplanting. As we
head into prime veggie planting season, let Nancy help you get
organized and GROW MORE ORGANIC FOOD this year!
1:00-2:00 pm

Smart Pots for Small Space Gardens

Container and/or raised bed vegetable growing allows gardeners to
grow their plants in small spaces or in areas that have contaminated
soil. Learn how to grow vegetables, herbs, flowers and even fruits
using space saving gardening tips. We welcome Marty Gottlieb of
Smart Pots to Natureworks. He has a degree in horticulture from
Cornell University and is one of the most enthusiastic speakers I
have ever met. He will share with you over fifty years of gardening
experience.

Sunday, April 24th
11 am-12 noon

Enjoy an Organic Lawn You CAN have a

safe, healthy lawn for your family and pets. Join Natureworks store
manager Diane St. John and learn how to have a beautiful organic
lawn you can be proud of.

Quick Links Buttons
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Handouts

Employment Opportunities

Landscaping Services

Learn about our Natureworks App

Organic Lawn Care

The DuBrule Diaries Blog

Vegetables-Incredible Edibles

Hours
Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm
Thursday our late night 8 am - 7 pm
Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)

518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
naturework.com

| nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED:

