A Little Peace, Love, and Magic for You this Week

Greetings!
Welcome to another beautiful week for playing outside! Although I KNOW we need
rain, it is quite astounding to enjoy warm, sunny days in November. On Monday, I
had a work day at MY house. Four of my crew members spent the entire day
planting, moving things around, and doing some of the heavy lifting that I can no
longer do. What a gift! Now I can finally plant my bulbs (and a few more perennials
that are still hanging around). Speaking of planting, we must get our remaining
plants out of here this week. Therefore
all outdoor plants (excluding Christmas evergreens) are 75% off thru Sunday at
4 pm. After that, we will begin to set up the nursery yard for the arrival of fresh
greenery.

All outdoor plants 75% off until
Sunday at 4 pm. How can you
resist?

We still have some great spring blooming flower bulbs left and they are on sale
for 25% off from now until next Wednesday, November
16th. As the hard frosts take down your herbaceous
perennials, you can begin to see spaces opening up
between the crowns of the plants. That's where the
bulbs go! I have been squirreling away all kinds of cool
bulbs in my garage and I have lots more to select from
our bins. I plant them all during the month of November
and have been known to keep on planting into
December. As long as the ground is not frozen, you
can plant bulbs.
The shop is undergoing a complete transformation as I
write this email. As Diane so aptly put it in a Facebook
post this week "we are beginning to unveil our holiday
ornaments." Cozy felt, nature themed, and birds galore
are just some of the ornaments we are now hanging in
every nook and cranny of this 126 year old house that is our shop. Our goal is to
make you feel uplifted and happy, and transfer those feelings to your home
holiday decor. This is no small undertaking. We start in January, shopping for days.
The boxes begin arriving in late summer and they are carefully unpacked, priced,
and packed away again until Halloween is over. Then, we can't seem to get
everything out of the boxes and into our displays fast enough! We only buy a
limited number of each style, so if you see it, grab it! It probably won't be here
when you come back for your next visit. But something else NEW will be in its
place!

Here are a few examples of the
things that caught my eye right away. Bees
represent "save our pollinators", an ideal
way to decorate a gift for any occasion.
Know someone with a new baby? How
about some felt star ornaments? And who
doesn't need a smiling snowball right about
now...
We love to use natural materials to
decorate. My own couple of acres in Middletown are now planted extensively with
unusual evergreens. We also harvest greenery from many of our clients yards,
professionally hand pruning their shrubs in exchange for the greens. I pull
grapevines from the wild areas and bring them in and twist them into roping and
vine wreaths. My orange winterberries are abundant this year and I have already
started picking them and using them in the fresh flower arrangements around my
house, combined with all of my late mums and asters. Over the summer I grew,
harvested, and dried yellow yarrow and silver dollars to use when decorating. As
the leaves tumble down off of my red twig dogwood shrubs, those brilliant red
branches will be cut and used to stud pots on the deck. This warm weather has
brought on a serious case of seasonal denial, but there is no denying that it's time
to switch things up with your patio and porch decor as the summer annuals are
finally done.

Don't settle for candles that drip- Mole Hollow candles are
the best!

Mole Hollow candles are back in stock. I am spoiled by these candles, as we

have been selling them for decades. They are made in New England and are
dripless. With the days getting shorter, I am using candles in the evening to
brighten up our dinner table and our living room.
If you are visiting friends and relatives for the Thanksgiving holidays, why not
bring them something unique and
handcrafted from Natureworks. We
are now taking orders for Succulent
Cornucopias, Succulent Pumpkin
Centerpieces, as well as our
custom made arrangements of
greenery, fall flowers, and berries.
We are, of course, closed on
Thanksgiving Day, then open for our
regular 9-5 Friday hours to
celebrate
Green Friday at Natureworks, followed by Small Business Saturday on
November 25th.

Wintergreen is a native woodland groundcover. The leaves
and the berries taste and smell just like wintergreen when
crushed. We use them in planters at this time of year and then
add them to the garden in the spring. Kassie took this picture
last week when the early morning frost was coating the leaves.

Now in stock on our benches are some of the prettiest baby evergreens and lush
wintergreen plants (Gaultheria procumbens), perfect for replanting your frozen
patio and porch pots. For guidance on how to do this, please refer to the article
below. You can also bring your containers into Natureworks and let us plant them
for you.

Friday is Veterans Day and we are open our regular hours, from 9 am-5 pm. If you
have the day off from work, why not plan on stopping by for a visit? Not only will
you find ridiculous bargains on the last of our outdoor plants, you can pick up
some bulbs on sale as well. You will also get a first hand look at all the new
merchandise that my talented staff has been unpacking and displaying. We are, of
course, open every day (except Thanksgiving) right up until December 23rd at 5
pm. It astounds me how many people don't know we have a holiday shop and
think we close when the outdoor planting season winds down. Not only do we
have a holiday shop, we have some of the nicest, naturalistic, fresh wreaths and
arrangements anywhere in the area. We are gearing UP right now. Please spread
the word and tell your friends that Natureworks is the place to shop in November
and December. Shop Small and support your local Natureworkers this year!
I hope to see you soon...

P.S. Don't forget to pot up your
jumbo Amaryllis bulbs soon. We
have deep burgundy 'Black Pearl',
many different doubles, and some
of the biggest white and red supersized bulbs we have ever sold on
our shelves right now. They take 8
weeks or more to flower. If you pot
them today, you will have them in
bloom in January.

Dressing up your Patio and Porch Pots

Jennifer, my creative landscape gardener who runs one of my crews, has been
contacting her clients prior to her last visit of the season to cut the frozen garden
down and plant bulbs and asking them "Do you want some WINTER INTEREST in
your pots and windowboxes?". All they have to do is take a look at the different
colors and textures of the evergreens we now have in stock and most of them say
"Yes please.".

I am harvesting my orange winterberries starting this week and
sticking the branches into my porch pots. They simply glow in the
sunset light at this time of year.

Here are some helpful hints if you want to add a little winter interest to your
containers this fall. First of all, you do NOT want to leave valuable ceramic, clay, or
concrete planters outside and filled with soil during our CT winters. The soil will
freeze and thaw and probably crack your pots. If those are the pots you want to
use, EMPTY them of all soil. Fit a plastic grower's pot in the inside, fill that with soil,
and plant it. Be SURE the drainage hole is open and lift the pot up off the deck with
a couple of bricks or pot feet to keep that hole
draining. I use clay-like plastic pots

on my back deck to avoid this
situation. As soon as my summer
annuals are frozen, I dig them out
and add something new. Just this
weekend, I was having company for
an outdoor pizza oven
extravaganza so I popped in some
beautiful purple ornamental kale
plants. These will last well past
Thanksgiving. The rest of my pots
will slowly be transformed over the
next few weeks. I will plant baby evergreens, partridge berry (Mitchella), and
wintergreen (Gaultheria) and then spray the plantings with WiltPruf. As long as I
remember to water these plants in the winter when they thaw out, they should be
fine. I will then add them to my permanent collection in my gardens this spring. As
November becomes December, I will continue to stud many of the other pots with
cut evergreen boughs,colorful branches, and berries.
Don't waste the good soil in your planters. If you have to empty them, use the soil
to hill up your roses or put it on your annual/veggie beds. For my large container
gardens that are frost proof, I leave the same soil in there from the summer. Come
the spring, I remove 1/4 of the soil and dump it in my raised veg beds. Then I add
fresh compost and organic fertilizer and mix it all together. Good soil doesn't go
bad, it just keeps getting better.
Consider filling your hanging moss baskets and windowboxes with winter interest
as well. There are so many inspirational ideas on Pinterest. I love walking around
in Chester and other small towns and checking out the various ways the
merchants plant their outdoor containers with winter interest. You can use baby
pumpkins and gourds up until Thanksgiving, then remove them and add some cut
winterberries or birch bark branches in December. You can create charming
miniature scenes, complete with mosses and rocks. Let your imagination run free
and have fun with this next season of outdoor decorating.

Hyacinths Two Ways

I love hyacinths. Being born in early April, they are always in bloom on my birthday.
That heady fragrance melts my heart and is a sure sign that spring is here.
Hyacinths are easy to plant in the garden and we have quite a few varieties left in
our bulb bins. I like to combine them with April blooming early tulips and daffodils.
They are very perennial, returning year after year, getting better as they age and
form multiple, less-top heavy flower stalks.
Hyacinths can also be grown indoor in the winter. This is a custom that goes back
over a hundred years. In fact, Victorian hyacinth forcing jars can be found in
antique shops. The process is simple, made even easier if you can get your
hands on some pre-chilled bulbs. Guess what? We have them!

My birthday arrangement to myself in April. #Ilovehyacinths

This is how it works. Hardy bulbs need a chill period equal to the time that they are
in the ground over the winter. Early bulbs such as crocus and snowdrops need to
be chilled for about 11 weeks. April blooming bulbs need 12-14 weeks of chilling in
order to bloom well. If you want to force hyacinths in forcing jars, you can use prechilled bulbs that have been kept at 40-45 degrees for 6 weeks or about half of
their chill period. These are stored loose, in a mesh bag, in a refrigerator or cold
root cellar. Place the bulb in the neck of the jar. These jars are made specifically
for hyacinth bulbs, so they are just the right diameter. Add water so that it is just
ever-so-slightly BELOW the basal plate which is the ring where the roots come out
(see picture above). If the water touches the base of the bulb, it may rot. The roots
will grow down into the water. Place the jar in the cellar, as far away from the
furnace as possible, in the coolest place you have. Mark the date on the calendar.
Every week check the jars. If the water level is low, add a bit more. In about 6
weeks, you should see roots filling the jar. Bring the hyacinths upstairs and put
them in a bright spot. Soon flowers will appear and your house will be filled with
that intoxicating scent that will remind you spring will come again soon!

We have pre-cooled hyacinth bulbs, jars, and complete instructions. If you want to
give these kits as a gift, we can box them for you and wrap a bow around the neck
of the jar. Why not give yourself or someone you love some spring in a bottle?

LOTS OF SALES THIS WEEK!!!!

All Outdoor Plants 75% off
(excluding holiday evergreens)

Sale runs thru Sunday, November 13th at 4 pm

All Outdoor Bulbs 25% off
Sale runs through Wednesday, November 16th

Select organic gardening items 40% off
(sprays, mineral powders, and more)

Tag Sale continues on select gift items...

Stepping stones are on sale!
2016 seeds 4 for $1, great sale prices on a bin of last year's Christmas
ornaments, and lots more odds and ends...

Upcoming Events

Monday, November 21st 1:00 - 3:00 pm in Wethersfield, CT
Join the Connecticut Horticultural Society for a fun and creative holiday wreathmaking workshop, lead by our own Nancy DuBrule-Clemente.
Held at the Trinity Episcopal Church, 300 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT
$20.00 for CHS Members $25.00 for non-members.
Click here to learn what to bring and how to REGISTER for this CHS event.
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Friday, November 25th All Day GREEN FRIDAY
We're turning Black Friday GREEN so forget rising before dawn and
waiting in line to join the mad rush at the big box stores. Sleep in and
come to Natureworks on Green Friday and we will give you a $5 gift card
(good towards any $20 or more purchase).
Saturday, November 26th All Day SMALL BUSINESS
SATURDAY
Shop small while supporting your local economy and your favorite small
business...Natureworks! Free, locally made fresh donuts and coffee all
day long. We appreciate YOU.

and then...
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Here Comes Santa Claus
Santa will make a visit to Natureworks and bring joy and good wishes to
all, including your pets. Pose for a photo with Santa and your loved ones
on our brightly decorated Christmas porch. Bring your camera for lasting
memories!
Monday, November 28 th CYBER MONDAY
We have our pretty gift cards available 365 days / year on our website!
Go to www.naturework.com/product/natureworks to order gift cards online.
We will include a personalized message from you and mail it to the
recipient too. Watch for our special Cyber Monday facebook page special
gift card offering (available Nov. 28, 2016 only) visit
http://www.facebook.com/Naturework

Click for our NOVEMBER & DECEMBER flyer.

Unless otherwise noted, events are held on-site at Natureworks

Twice the Rewards with American Express
Don't you think it's wonderful that some companies reward you for shopping at a
Small Business and for supporting your local economy? We wanted to let you
know that Natureworks is one of the small businesses that qualify to allow our
customer to receive 2x Rewards! Taking advantage of this offer is easy:
Step 1) Enroll in the American Express Card offering before shopping.
ENROLL--amex.co/shopsmalloffer
TERMS---americanexpress.com/OfferTerms
Step 2) Shop at Natureworks and use your American Express Card to pay for
your purchases. If you've already enrolled, American Express will take it from
there and process your rewards.
Step 3) ENJOY your extra rewards from AmEx!
Natureworks is pleased to be part of this event and share it with you, one of our
fantastic customers. The offer runs through the end of the year so at Natureworks
that means December 23, 2016 (our last day before we close for the winter).

Click a Quick Link for more Information
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Landscaping Services

Handouts

Natureworks App Details

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

The DuBrule Diaries Blog

FALL HOURS
Monday - Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 10-4
Closed Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 24, 2016.

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
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