Gratitude and Celebration!

Greetings!
Thanksgiving week is here. It's hard to believe that Natureworks is now in the final
five weeks of our year. Waking up to a dusting of snow on Monday morning helped
me to wrap my head around twirling trees and making wreaths- 65 degrees last
Saturday was heavenly but I knew it couldn't last forever.

This is a week filled with food, family, and giving thanks. As the owner of
Natureworks, I would like to extend a sincere THANK YOU to my incredible staff.
They have transformed my business and have made it so much easier and more
enjoyable to do the work that I do. In the shop, in the upstairs office, and on the
road with the landscaping crews I am supported completely by these wonderful,
hard working, and creative people. This Saturday is Small Business Saturday,
the one day of the year when the world gives a shout out of support to locally
owned, small businesses
like mine. We are having a
celebration, with free locally
made donuts and organic
coffee and Santa Claus is
coming to visit. But now that I
am finishing up my 33rd
year in business, it is
important to thank YOU, my
loyal customers, who have
supported this small
business for all these years.
I am so grateful. Not only am
I able to employee over 25
of your friends and
neighbors during the busy season, we also sell thousand of plants grown right here
in CT. And, we have been ever-so-steadily influencing the growth of organic
gardening in our state. We are proud and happy and SO thankful to have your
support.
We are, of course, closed on
Thanksgiving Day for family time.
We open Friday morning at the
regular time, 9 am, and have
officially renamed it
GREEN FRIDAY!
It makes perfect sense, since at this
season we are all about fresh
greenery! It will be arriving all week
long, including truckloads harvested
from my yard and other local
Santa has even been know to help Mack tie
sources. Once the greens get here,
your fresh cut, CT grown tree to the roof of
they are carefully cut, bunched, and
your car.
then dipped in WiltPruf, and laid out
on benches behind the fence to dry. Only then are they put out on our retail
benches. This extra step is so worth it. We are deep in the heart of decorating
wreaths, making swags, fireside baskets, and our signature all-natural cemetery
pots and grave pillows. The first shipment of our CT grown, fresh cut Christmas
trees will be here for the weekend. We are so excited! On
GREEN FRIDAY every customer will be given a $5 gift card (good towards
any purchase of $20 or more). So sleep in, have a leisurely breakfast of leftover
pie, and then come to Natureworks to shop.

An all-natural grave pillow, filled with a bounty of mixed
evergreens.

Inside the store, the displays are changing daily. I am like a kid in a candy

store every morning when I arrive, running around to see what's new. This is the
week to plant your paperwhite narcissus bulbs if you want them to be in bloom for
Christmas. We have the largest bulbs available as well as the containers and
decorative rocks you need. We also sell paperwhite gift bags. We still have jumbo
Amaryllis bulbs as well- you will see our indoor bulb forcing display immediately as
you walk in the door. Don't forget to grab some pre-chilled hyacinths and forcing
jars and get them started too.

Did I mention ornaments? Wait until you walk into the front room, filled with some of
the most beautiful ornaments you will ever see. That is also where we have our

succulents, and terrariums. Although we are small in the truest sense of the world,
we pack a LOT of beauty into our little shop! Because we are small, quantities on
our ornaments are limited. If you see what you want, grab it or it may be gone the
next time you stop in for a visit. In the picture on the left, we are featuring hand
painted glass ornaments and real eggs from Austria. Families in tiny villages make
these, a true "cottage industry". The detail is exceptional. Many of our customers
now make it a tradition to choose one for a special relative each year. I hang mine
from the chandelier in my dining room so everyone can see the detail up close. I
have been collecting the eggs and the exquisite glass ornaments ever since I
have had a Christmas shop at Natureworks.

It's time to dive head first into the holiday season! Every morning I will wander my
yard, picking greens and delivering them to the "merry elves" behind the scenes to
dip and bunch. We will be making hundreds of bows. Our hands will be encrusted
with sap. We will be designing and decorating and wrapping. Our Open House is
the first weekend in December. There will be cookies. There will be hot cider. We
will be open Thursday nights in December when you can sip wine and shop in a
relaxed atmosphere. We have a Customer Appreciation Night scheduled with free
chair massages and refreshments.

Be sure to make it a part of your holiday traditions to shop at Natureworks often.
Tell your friends about this 33 year old local business, started by a crazy lady
back in the early 80's who had $500, a pickup truck, and a dream. Who could
have imagined? Back then, shopping small was the ONLY option. There were few
if any big box stores. Florists and garden centers were THE place to go for all of
your holiday decorating needs.
A LOT has changed in our world since 1983, that's for sure. But one thing remains

the same: if you want beautiful, hand decorated, fresh greenery for the holidays,
provided to you by an enthusiastic, creative bunch of dedicated plant geeks and
organic gardeners, you must come to Natureworks and bring your friends.

Let the fun begin. Let's celebrate together! See you soon...

What is WiltPruf and Why Do I Need it?

Do you remember last winter? It was what we call in the trade "an open winter"
with little or no snow cover. It was warm, then it was cold, then it was REALLY
warm in March and things started to break dormancy, then we had 17 degree
weather in April and a LOT of buds froze. With climate change a reality in our
world, we never know what extremes Mother Nature will throw at us this winter. In
the past week we went from 65 degrees last Saturday to 25 degrees on Monday.
It's a roller coaster ride for sure.
The best way to protect your broadleaf evergreen shrubs (Rhododendron,
boxwood, holly, Leucothoe, mountain laurel, etc.) is to be sure they are watered
deeply and well this fall. Leave the leaves around the base of the plants to keep
the moisture in the ground and insulate the roots. If you already
removed the leaves, put them back or add
shredded bark mulch to the base. This is
especially important with rhododendrons
that have root balls as flat as a pancake,
right up near the surface.
Then, spray your broadleaf evergreens
with WiltPruf, an antidessicant spray
essentially made of pine sap. Be sure to
spray them top AND bottom, as plants have stomates (like the pores of our skin)
on the underside of the leaves. This is where the water transpires on warm days.
WiltPruf seals in the moisture and protects the plants from drying out.
We carry WiltPruf in ready-to-use spray bottle and in concentrate form. If you have
more than a few plants to spray, buy the concentrate and mix it up 1:10 in your
sprayer. Always wash your sprayer with warm, soapy water when you are done
as the pine sap will clog up the nozzle in a heartbeat if you don't.

You can spray WiltPruf on your Christmas tree before you bring it in the house if
you feel ambitious. Be sure to give it a fresh cut and sit it in water for a while to get
it drinking again before you spray it. We dip all of our wreaths, roping, and greens
in a bath of WiltPruf before they are put out for retail sale. The only exceptions are
various cedars.
You can also use WiltPruf to protect the canes of climbing roses and the stems of
Hydrangea macrophylla varieties. It is used in landscaping on trees and shrubs

before transplanting to lessen the shock. Read the label carefully and you will find
that you DO need WiltPruf for your landscape!

Santa's Coming this Saturday!

We are SO excited that Santa Claus is coming to Natureworks on Small Business
Saturday, November 26th. He will be here from 10 am until 2 pm. This is a really
good opportunity to take your Christmas card photos with your children and even
your pets!

If I gave you 5 BULBS would you plant them?

Scilla siberica naturalizes beautifully.

We are now offering every customer 5 free outdoor spring blooming bulbs of
their choice if they promise to plant them in their gardens! Don't be worried
about the current cold weather. This too will pass. I have been known to plant
bulbs at the end of December and they bloomed beautifully. We will continue
this offer until we run out of them.
Our spring blooming flower bulbs have been moved to our fertilizer shed so
we can make room in the shop for our Thanksgiving arrangements. I keep
eyeing them, thinking how great they would look in MY gardens and the
Natureworks gardens. Don't miss out. Put forth one more burst of energy and
you will be thrilled that you did when spring slowly, oh so slowly, arrives next
year. Bulbs offer the best early color you can find!

ALL OUTDOOR BULBS NOW HALF PRICE!

Chionodoxa is called glory of the snow. Plant them in your lawn
and you will be amazed at how they naturalize. The early pollinators
will LOVE you for it!

Upcoming Events

T H U R S D A Y ,
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T H A N K S G I V I N G !
N A T U R E W O R K S
I S
C L O S E
Friday, November 25th All Day GREEN FRIDAY
We're turning Black Friday GREEN so forget rising before dawn and waiting in line
to join the mad rush at the big box stores. Sleep in and come to Natureworks on
Green Friday and we will give you a $5 gift card (good towards any $20 or more
purchase).

Saturday, November 26th All Day
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Shop small while supporting your local economy and your favorite small
business...Natureworks! Free, locally made fresh donuts and coffee all
day long. We appreciate YOU.

and then...
10:00 am - 2:00 pm Here Comes Santa Claus
Santa will make a visit to Natureworks and bring joy and good wishes to
all, including your pets. Pose for a photo with Santa and your loved ones
on our brightly decorated Christmas porch. Bring your camera for lasting
memories!
Monday, November 28 th CYBER MONDAY
We have our pretty gift cards available 365 days / year on our website!
Go to www.naturework.com/product/natureworks to order gift cards online.
We will include a personalized message from you and mail it to the
recipient too. Watch for our special Cyber Monday facebook page special
gift card offering (available Nov. 28, 2016 only) visit
http://www.facebook.com/Naturework

Click for our NOVEMBER & DECEMBER flyer.
Unless otherwise noted, events are held on-site at Natureworks

Twice the Rewards with American Express
Don't you think it's wonderful that some companies reward you for shopping at a
Small Business and for supporting your local economy? We wanted to let you
know that Natureworks is one of the small businesses that qualify to allow our
customers to receive 2x Rewards! Taking advantage of this offer is easy:
Step 1) Enroll in the American Express Card offering before shopping.
ENROLL--amex.co/shopsmalloffer
TERMS---americanexpress.com/OfferTerms
Step 2) Shop at Natureworks and use your American Express Card to pay for
your purchases. If you've already enrolled, American Express will take it from
there and process your rewards.
Step 3) ENJOY your extra rewards from AmEx!
Natureworks is pleased to be part of this event and share it with you, one of our
fantastic customers. The offer runs through the end of the year so at Natureworks
that means December 23, 2016 (our last day before we close for the winter).

Click a Quick Link for more Information

Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Landscaping Services

Handouts

Natureworks App Details

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

The DuBrule Diaries Blog

FALL HOURS
Monday - Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 10-4
Closed Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 24, 2016.

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
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