Open House Weekend is Here!

Greetings!
We are SO excited to invite you to our 33rd annual Open House Weekend
coming up this Saturday and Sunday, December 3rd and 4th. We have been
preparing for this party for a long time. Enjoy hot cider and Jane's famous cookies
while our merry elves twirl trees for you and help you pick out the perfect wreath
for the front door. Visit our Design Studio in the greenhouse and let us help you
decide on the perfect ribbons, berries, cones, and other embellishments to get
you started on your holiday decorating. We can cut roping to fit your front door.
Grab a wagon and fill it with
bunches of our freshly cut bunched
greens- we have so many kinds to
choose from this year. Bring in the
dimensions of your ceramic or
concrete urns and we can

customize a pot of greenery to
"drop in". Voila- instant decor!

Our tree twirling team- Natureworks men with trees!

Step inside the shop and enjoy a glass of wine, nibble on cheese and crackers
and more cookies while you shop for ornaments, forcing bulbs, and gifts for the
gardeners and nature lovers on your list.

New this year, we are featuring Mantelscaping. Let us help you pick out the
greens, berries, candles, containers, plants, cones, and ornaments to make your
mantel (or sideboard) simply beautiful. This idea was inspired by my friend and
neighbor Pam Hartz Miller who wrote the book A Mantel for All Seasons. She gave
us her mantel to use in our photographs this year.

When you stop in at
Natureworks, you will
find that we have SO
much to choose
from. If you don't see
exactly what you
need, please feel
free to place a
custom order. This
is a simple process.
Tell us what you
want and your
budget and when
you need it. We will
create a wreath, swag, or
arrangement just for you. Tons of
folks do this and we welcome
them back year after year. We
make birdbath toppers, mantel
roping, fill urns and hanging
baskets, create custom cemetery
pillows for loved ones- you name
it, we will make it for you if we can!
You can choose the ribbon and
berries or just simply give us a
picture of something you love and
we will recreate that style or
feeling.

Can you spot the tiny gnomes tromping
through the Ajuga to get home?

Many of our customers are either
just starting out in an apartment or
tiny house, or perhaps have
downsized from a big house to a
smaller one. You don't need a lot of
room to have a festive holiday
season. Think small! Last Saturday I
watched Diane "re-landscape" the
table top miniature garden that sits
outside of our greenhouse. If you
have a balcony or a front stoop or a
porch, you can plant a miniature
evergreen garden. Place a lemon

cypress in a shiny red pot on your dining
room table and suddenly you will be feeling
festive. Set some burgundy red candles on
your windowsill and light them when you
have friends over. Lay cones at their base,
and maybe a small vase of fragrant fresh
greens with a sprig of winterberry.
This is the teeny tiniest clay pot ever,
set on a teeny tiny leaf table in a bed of

moss. Small is enchanting.
Over
Thanksgiving weekend, I visited relatives with
young adults just starting out with their own
apartment and their very first tree.
Ornaments are the perfect gift for them! If you
had holiday decorating traditions in your
home, you can bet that when your children
settle down, they will too. Houseplants and
pretty containers also make great gifts. I like
to give an amaryllis bulb planted in a pot to
folks who don't get out much during the winter
months. My parents used to call me on cold
winter evenings, yardstick in hand, to tell me
how many inches their amaryllis had grown.
When it bloomed, I got Instamatic pictures
sent in the mail!
These are REAL eggs, handpainted
in small villages in Austria.

Can you guess the most popular phrase that just about everybody utters the
minute they step foot in Natureworks at this time of year?
"It smells so good in here!"
Yup, it's the fresh greens in the wreaths and arrangements (and underfoot). You
can't fake that heavenly scent of fir and pine. It brings folks right back to a place
when this time of year was a bit simpler,
less plastic, more natural. That's what we
focus on here at Natureworks. We offer
you a place to escape, a respite from the
crazy commercialism that bombards us. It
smells good and it feels right. Exhale.
Breathe in. Smile. Eat a cookie. Sip some
cider. Enjoy the moment. See, isn't it fun?

I look forward to seeing you very soon...

P.S. Can't decide on a gift? You can now order a

Natureworks Gift Certificate right on our website:

www.naturework.com

Making your Christmas Tree Last Longer

I have had a fresh cut tree in my house ever since I "launched" from my parent's
house. Even during the many years when I lived alone, I always had a tree. It is a
tradition that I love. I usually put up my tree the second Sunday in December. I pick
it out this weekend (while the selection is best) and bring it home. I immediately
give the base of the trunk a fresh cut and plunge it in a bucket of water and place it
under my wisteria arbor in the shade outside.
There are a few things that you need to know if you
are going to have a fresh tree. First of all, firs are the
best for needle retention. This year we have
gorgeous Fraser firs with deep, dark green needles.
Second, you need a stand that holds a lot of water. It
is so easy to forget to add water; my stand holds a
few gallons. It's a good thing because my cat has
been caught drinking out of thetree stand! There are
tons of urban legends about what to add to the tree
water. We like to add SuperThrive to the water, it
works very well. The most important thing to realize is
that as soon as you cut a tree, the sap oozes out and
seals the bottom of the trunk. That is why a FRESH
cut is needed, right before you put it in water. This

gets the tree "drinking" again. It is ideal if you can
locate your tree away from radiators. The hotter and
drier your house, the worse it is for your tree. This
year my husband has purchased a humidifier (for our
piano) which I know is also going to help the tree a
lot.
Last week, I wrote a brief article about WiltPruf, what
it is and why you need it. My staff immediately
implemented a fresh cut Christmas tree Wiltprufing
service. This has to be organized ahead of time, as
it takes time to dry, but it does help prolong the
needle retention of your tree once you bring it in the
house. Plus, WiltPruf is made right here in CT and is
an all-natural product.

My tree is covered with
stars, snowflakes, and tiny
white lights as well as
special ornaments that I
have been collecting for
over 35 years.

Porch Pot Drop-Ins

A few years ago, Diane and I went to a garden center conference where we met
with business owners from around the country and shared ideas. One of the
genius ideas we came home with was the idea of "dropping in" plastic nursery
pots of greens and berries into concrete, terra cotta, or ceramic pots that need to
be emptied for the winter. As long as the drainage hole is left OPEN, a pot of
greens can be safely "dropped in" and left over the winter months.

It didn't take long for my staff to start implementing this idea. Above you will see a
really gorgeous concrete urn. We removed the soil (as the alternating freezing and
thawing of a full pot of soil will crack the pot) and fit a 2 gallon sized nursery pot
inside. You can do this too!
Simply measure the inside diameter and inside height of your containers and let
us know. You can pick out your greens and berries, cones and ribbon, or you can
let us design it for you. We probably will ask you the color of your door or other
design elements to be sure everything goes together perfectly.

If I gave you 5 BULBS would you plant them?

Chionodoxa is called glory of the snow. Plant
them in your lawn and watch them naturalize.
The early pollinators will love you for it.

We are now offering every customer 5 free outdoor spring blooming bulbs of
their choice if they promise to plant them in their gardens! Don't be worried
about the current cold weather. This too will pass. I have been known to plant
bulbs at the end of December and they bloomed beautifully. We will continue
this offer until we run out of them.
Our spring blooming flower bulbs have been moved to our fertilizer shed so
we can make room in the shop for our holiday displays. I planted hundreds
of bulbs in my own gardens last Sunday but there is still room for more. I
keep eyeing them, thinking how great they would look in the Natureworks
gardens. Don't miss out. Put forth one more burst of energy and you will be
thrilled that you did when spring slowly, oh so slowly, arrives next year.
Bulbs offer the best early color you can find!

ALL OUTDOOR BULBS NOW 75% OFF!
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Saturday, December 3 rd and Sunday, December 4 th
All Day Both Days! 33 rd annual Open House
Join us for our 33rd annual open house featuring Jane's home-made
cookies, and hot spiced cider.
Shop from our fresh collection
of hand-made wreaths,
arrangements, and locally
sourced Christmas trees. We
have great gifts for the
gardeners on your list!

Saturday, December 10 th
The Shopping Season
Continues!
Escape the chaos of the big box
stores and visit Natureworks.
We stock locally sourced
greens and make hand-made bows for your custom orders. Hot cider is
available every weekend to quench your thirst while shopping for the
perfect small gift that fits within your budget. Great items available for
grab bag gifts, and gifts for your special year-round helpers (you know
who they are) like teachers and postal carriers.

Sunday, December 11 th

All Day

Chocolate Sunday

Take a break from the hectic holidays and join us for this sweet
Natureworks tradition. Our staff invites you to sample their favorite
chocolate confections and peruse our fantastic collection of Connecticut
Grown trees, carefully curated ornament selection, and live evergreen
creations.

Thursday, December 15 th
5:00-7:00 pm

Customer Appreciation Night

This is our way of thanking you for your patronage during 2016! Relax and
celebrate the season by enjoying some Natureworks hospitality, while
shopping for that one of a kind gift. Join us for wine, cheese and a free
chair massage.

Saturday, December 17 th and Sunday, December 18 th
We are open this last weekend before Christmas for fresh holiday
arrangements, terrariums, and our unique last minute gifts! Great items

available for grab bag gifts, and gifts for your special year-round helpers
(you know who they are) like teachers and postal carriers.

To buy a gift certificate, click here.

Click for our Events Flyer.
Unless otherwise noted, events are held on-site at Natureworks

Twice the Rewards with American Express
Don't you think it's wonderful that some companies reward you for shopping at a
Small Business and for supporting your local economy? We wanted to let you
know that Natureworks is one of the small businesses that qualify to allow our
customers to receive 2x Rewards! Taking advantage of this offer is easy:
Step 1) Enroll in the American Express Card offering before shopping.
ENROLL--amex.co/shopsmalloffer
TERMS---americanexpress.com/OfferTerms
Step 2) Shop at Natureworks and use your American Express Card to pay for
your purchases. If you've already enrolled, American Express will take it from
there and process your rewards.
Step 3) ENJOY your extra rewards from AmEx!
Natureworks is pleased to be part of this event and share it with you, one of our
fantastic customers. The offer runs through the end of the year so at Natureworks

that means December 23, 2016 (our last day before we close for the winter).

Click a Quick Link for more Information
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Landscaping Services

Handouts

Natureworks App Details

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

The DuBrule Diaries Blog

RETAIL SHOP HOURS
Monday - Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 10-4
Special late night Thursdays open until 7pm
on Dec. 1, 8, 15 and 22.

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
Business Reg. #B 3307 | CT. License #0569208
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED:

