Spring at Last!

Greetings!
Ah spring, such a tease this year, but I do believe it is finally here. I have dubbed
this "Crocus Week". They are popping up everywhere, albeit a few weeks late.
Redwing blackbirds are in the marshes. The sound of the peepers is deafening,
even during the day if it's raining. I picked my very first daffodil and it sits in a vase
on my kitchen windowsill. My house is starting to look a lot like Easter (yellow Peep
pillows on the chairs, eggs hanging from the chandelier). My husband is asking
about the lawn (it's still a bit too cold and soggy for grass seed, but he's asking)
and folks are stopping into Natureworks to get their hummingbird feeders up and
ready. I even have a primrose in bloom in my lower border! That totally surprised
me.

We are making our famous Easter Basket Gardens as fast
as we can. Here is one sitting outside in the garden amidst
a sea of blue Iris reticulata. These usually bloom in early
March. They are lasting
forever this year!

My husband has a saying that is so true: "Nothing is all good or all bad." Take this
weather, for example. We LOVE the warm, sunny days. The rainy days, well, not
so much. Yet I turned on the weather Monday night and they had a completely
different take on all this rain- it's helping the drought! They showed reservoirs in the
fall and now. They have a lot more water in them. But believe it or not, we are still
not out of the drought. So when it's raining, realize how important spring rains are
for the world. There, does that help?

The flowers are blooming, the bees are happy, you can be
happy too! Our shop is filled with such delightful gifts right
now!

That being said, I have been studying when things bloom in CT for decades and
this is one crazy, mixed up spring. My snowdrops are still looking great, as are the
Iris reticulata bulbs. These are usually early March bloomers. Forsythia is about to
pop open- I can't imagine snowdrops and
forsythia blooming together but this year it
just might happen. Cool temperatures slow
things down.

How do the plants know when to flower? It
is based on GROWING DEGREE DAYS.
The study of succession of bloom is called
phenology. We think it has to do with dates
on the calendar. Nope. Each year is SO
different, especially with the extreme
swings due to climate change. For a
gardener like me who knows what used to
be normal and what we used to be able to expect, it is both fascinating and a bit
disconcerting. Want to learn more? https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Growing_degreeday

This is a new Hellebore called 'Ice and Roses Red'. It is here now
and is available in very limited quantities. Wow, what a color!

THE PLANTS ARE HERE! THE PLANTS ARE HERE!
The trucks are finally rolling in and our benches are beginning to fill up with
perennials, shrubs, trees, and cold tolerant annuals. It's time to
pretty up your pots with all kinds of spring
flowers such as Icelandic poppies, ruffled
pansies, clove-scented fragrant stock,
Ranunculus, Erysimiums, violas, and so
much more. Don't forget the
Osteospermums, sweet alyssum, Arctotis,
and snapdragons I talked about last week.
Why not incorporate some spring perennials
such as Hellebores or golden yellow Sedum
'Angelina'? Later they can be added to your
permanent collection in your garden beds.
Last year I placed planted-up colorful Easter
baskets stuffed with bulbs and sprouted
green grass on the table on my back deck
Icelandic poppies are great for
and on my front porch. It was so festive.
spring pots. Try something different
Whatever you can dream up, we can help
this year.
you make it happen. Feel free to place
custom orders for planters or
garden baskets. You can also bring

your containers into Natureworks
and we will pot them up for you (or
you can pot them here and leave
the mess behind).
INCREDIBLE EDIBLES UPDATE!
Got lettuce? We are getting a giant
shipment of organically grown
veggies in this week. It will include
lettuces of all kinds and colors,
arugula, kale (many varieties),
organically grown onion seedlings
(much better than onion sets), Swiss
My new love: purple and orange Erysimium.
chard, broccoli, Brussels sprouts,
In the old days we used to call them
broccoli raab, red and green
Cherianthus. Wallflowers are very long
cabbages, cauliflower, spinach, and
blooming and very popular in England.
pre-started peas in case you want
to get a week's jump on pea planting
this year. We are also getting our first
shipment of herbs. Chives, borage,
parsley, oregano ,sage, sorrel, and winter
savory all do fine outside in April. Yes, we
will have our cold frames and cotton
sheets for covering at the ready in case
the temperature drops too low, but it's time
people! The moon phase is also perfect
for planting this weekend which is exactly
what I intend to do on my day off.
Don't even think
about putting warm
season plants or
your houseplants
outside, no matter
how nice the day
appears. But you
should continue
starting your
tomatoes,
eggplants, peppers,
and so much more
in the house now.
Our seed racks
have been completely restocked and there are so many unusual edibles for you
to try this year.

Just a few of our unique spring planters. Stop in and be
enchanted!

This Saturday is our first Saturday morning garden walk of the season. We
are starting the walks at 10 am this year. You don't have to pre-register, just show
up and meet in the Teaching Tent. This week I will focus on Waking up the Spring
Garden. We will be cutting back perennials, pruning summer
blooming shrubs, and learning all about the early bloomers
emerging in all of the beds. Bring your questions- this is your
chance to learn from me, directly in the garden. Last
Saturday I taught pruning to a large group of enthusiastic
students. The FIRST thing you should do before you venture
out to your yard and start pruning is oil and SHARPEN your
pruners. We love our diamond honing stones. Let's start the
walk this Saturday with a tool sharpening demonstration. You
should have this tool handy and sharpen your pruners
regularly as the season progresses.

My staff is so creative. Look at this fabulous gift they put together.
A tea cup, strainer, and cover planted with spring blossoms and
foliage. Include a tin of our new, delicious organic tea blends and
you will make someone very happy this spring!

Yes, spring is finally here and you will know it for SURE when you stop into
Natureworks for a visit. Stock up on organic potting soil, seed starting soil,
compost, organic fertilizers, seeds, and, of course... PLANTS! I hope to see you

this week...

To Cut or Not to Cut, that is the Question...

What is the most asked question of the week? Hands down, everyone is asking
about their hydrangeas. Should we cut them? Should we wait? Will they bloom this
year? Above you will see what your Hydrangea macrophylla plants (the pink and
blue mophead varieties we all love so much) should look like after pruning in the
spring. So far, it looks as if the old wood that contains this year's flower buds is
alive. Fingers crossed... This cool weather will keep the buds from sprouting
prematurely. Even if the canes live through the winter, if they sprout early and then
we have a deep freeze, they can die in April. That's what happened last year. So
my take is to leave them alone for another few weeks. Later in the month, once
you are sure of what you are looking at, you can cut the canes back as shown
above.

Montauk daisies should be pruned now and again in
June

Some perennials maintain a woody framework above ground all winter and are
ready for cutting back now. Montauk daisies (Nipponanthemum), the star of our fall
borders, should be pruned hard NOW and again, a second time, in June. That will
assure a full, rounded plant with tons of white daisies in September. Other woody
perennials include Russian sage (Perovskia) and lavender.
Come to our Saturday morning garden walk and learn exactly what to cut and not
to cut. I will strap on my holster and pruners and we will work in the gardens for an
hour. There is no better way to learn.

If you left your perennial stems up over the winter, you can cut them down now.
Above Diane is bringing many of hers into work to add to the Insect Hotel that we
are building. Perennial stems are the winter home of our native tunnel nesting bees.

Finally, I have been suggesting to our customers that they leave many of the
stems of their perennials up over the winter for the native, tunnel nesting bees that
lay their eggs in the stems. Everyone is now asking "can I cut them down and if so,
what do I do with them?" Yes, it's time to cut them down. You can lay them in a pile
on the edge of your property- the bees will emerge when the time is right. You can
also cut them into smaller pieces and lay those stems right at the base of the
perennials they came from. They will eventually decompose and when they do,
they will return to the earth the nutrients that were taken out as the plant grew last
year.

Don't Let this Happen to You!

Last spring I was eagerly awaiting the opening of my tulips when, to my horror, I
walked out to the bed in my front yard and saw that many of them had been eaten
to the ground by deer. I immediately grabbed my granular Deer Scram and
spread it around the clumps and then I scratched Repellex Systemic into the
ground for long-term protection.

Later that week I went to visit a client's garden and found her tulips eaten at the
base by voles or chipmunks and the remainder was lying on top of the ground.
What a waste. PROTECT YOUR PLANTS NOW by using effective, safe, organic
repellents. We test them in our own gardens and if you follow the instructions, you
will find they really do work.

Ironically, Diane was taking a picture of the canister of Repellex Systemic (posing
it in our gardens out front) when she realized she had set it down in a pile of deer
droppings! Can you spot them to the left rear of the canister? That's a hydrangea
shrub those deer were checking out. Guess what she did next?
Remember, this product takes THREE WEEKS to be absorbed into the plant. If
you have an active population of browsing deer or destructive voles, use a
stopgap measure (such as the Deer Scram) until the systemic gets into the
leaves. And don't use this on edibles unless you want your lettuce and kale to
taste like very hot peppers!

Upcoming Events
Saturday, April 8th Wake up the Garden for Spring
10-11am
Join Nancy for the very first garden walk of the season and learn how to cut back
perennials, feed the soil with our "Magic Formula", and prune summer blooming
shrubs.
FREE No registration required for this garden walk.
Saturday, April 8th Lettuce and Alyssum Bowls
1:00-2:00 pm
Come learn about the different varieties of
lettuce we carry and thenchoose and plant your
own container to cut and cut again for homegrown organic salad.
Registration required: $25 includes 3 lettuce

plants, alyssum flowers, bowl, soil and expert
instruction.
SIGN UP ONLINE, stop in or call 203-4842748
Thursday, April 13th
Urban and Suburban Meadows Movie
Screening
6:30 pm @ the Edward Smith Library, 3 Old Post
Rd, Northford (where Rte. 17 and Rte. 22 meet)
Natureworks' first ever movie night! We'll bring the
organic popcorn, you bring all your questions for a
fun night with a screening of our essential meadow
movie guides: Urban and Suburban Meadows with clips of Catherine Zimmerman,
Doug Tallamy and more. Screening will be followed by a Q&A with Natureworks
Meadow-maker, Diane St. John.
Stop in or call the library at 203-484-0469 to reserve your seat, space limited to 35.
" With over 48 million acres of lawn in the U.S., Urban & Suburban Meadows is a film aimed
at helping people just say NO to thirsty, pesticide ridden, energy consuming lawns."

See themeadowproject.com for more about this amazing resource to help bring
nature home!
CLICK HERE to view/print our Events Flyer

Click a Quick Link for more Information
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Gardening Classes

Handouts

Landscaping Services

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Natureworks App Details

The DuBrule Diaries Blog

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

RETAIL SHOP HOURS
Monday - Saturday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472

Business Reg. #B 3307 | CT. License #0569208
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED:

