A Busy, Beautiful Week Ahead

Greetings!
It's hard to believe that this is the last week in April! And what a week it is turning
out to be. My husband enhanced our lawn with organic fertilizer and grass seed;
the rains this week will give them a great early start. Just wait, by the weekend
when the weather warms up, you will be able to sit and WATCH things grow
before your eyes.

What's On? This greets you when you arrive at
Natureworks. I saw this in the estate gardens in England
and loved the way it made you really see the flowers in
bloom that week. Naturally, it is a constantly changing
display.

Last Thursday night my staff and I did our very first Facebook Live event. It was
so much fun! We focused on hummingbirds and actually had quite a few live
viewers with many more folks watching it as a video later. Facebook Live is
actually that- live. So tune in this week at 5:30 pm and be ready to ask me some
questions. This week's topic is Laying out a Garden for Succession of Bloom. At
this time of year, people are constantly coming into the store with this exact
question..."I have this space and I
want to plant perennials. How can I
plan it so my garden blooms all
season long?" I will lay out a garden
on the ground and explain why I
chose the plants I did. Perennial
forget-me-not flowers are in bloom
now. But other plants, that will
bloom in late summer or fall, may
not look like much in a pot at this
time of year. It takes some planning
Beautiful blue Brunnera macrophylla is one of
and I will teach you the process of
the highlights of our demonstration gardens
this week. What should you combine it with for how it works. This is your chance to
color later in the season? Tune into our next
understand garden design. Get
Facebook Live event this Thursday evening at ready with your questions and
5:30 pm. Or, better yet, show up and be in the
please chime in. Following that,
audience.
Diane and I and the rest of my staff
will be shooting some short educational videos. If you are here, maybe you can be
a "walk on" and have your very own 5 minutes of fame. Thursday nights are a big
adventure this year at Natureworks.

Proud as a peacock is how my staff feels when they complete
a display as beautiful as this one. The soft yellow Weigela
'Canary' in the center is an unusual variety, very early
blooming and tolerant of partial shade.

Friday night Kassie and I head up to the Bethany Covenant Church in Berlin to be
auctioneers for the CT Horticultural Society's spring plant auction. This is such
a fun event and the public is encouraged to attend, bid on plants, and learn a LOT.
All of the auctioneers are total plant nuts. I have been digging plants from my yard
and Natureworks to donate. CHS members go around to tons of nurseries and
pick up tons of donated plants. All of the money goes to the scholarship fund, a
cause near and dear to my heart, as it provides money to budding horticulturists. I
got a scholarship back in the 70's and look at me now! Details are below- get
there early. Many of the coolest plants in my own yard are from the auction.

Saturday morning at 10 am I am giving a free garden walk/talk about our native
plants, with a special focus on the wildflowers that are blooming now. Natives are
so important on every level. They provide pollen and nectar for all of our native
pollinators and offer us a sense of place, as they are so familiar. Many are
fleeting, they are what we call spring ephemerals. They grow fast, before the thick
canopy of leaves blocks the light and then go dormant as the woodland gets
darker. The secret to using them effectively is to be sure you have plants with
good foliage or flowers later in the season. Think Hellebores for the foliage,
Chelone for the flowers for example. That goes back to the garden design concept
again.

FREE workshop this Sunday on Raised Bed
Gardening with organic gardening expert and very
experienced food grower Sue Lavallee. Be there!
Details below.

On Sunday my friend Sue Lavallee is coming to Natureworks to teach us about
Raised Bed Gardening. Sue is an absolute WEALTH of gardening wisdom. She
grows tons of her own food and is also an avid birder. Sue works for Coast of
Maine, our compost and organic fertilizer company, so she will naturally be talking
all about how to grow your food organically. Last year when she was here, I sat
through her entire program and took tons of notes. She has a LOT to teach us. I
hope you can come and bring your friends. Even if they are new to food growing,
they will not be intimidated by Sue's easy-going teaching style. Don't miss this!

Which option are you choosing for your organic lawn this spring?

How's your lawn growing? My husband and I just fed the lawn with Cheep Cheep
dehydrated chicken manure and we are actively adding compost and grass seed
to all the bare spots. So HE is thrilled about all of this rain. Others on my staff are
going the alternate route, applying corn gluten to inhibit weed seed germination.
NOW, that is THIS WEEK, is the ideal time to put down the corn gluten. You must
apply it before the weed seeds start germinating. And, it also provides the first
feed of the season. Apply it while the forsythia is still blooming.

Beautiful Ranunculus are happy as can be with the cool nights and
rainy days we have been having. They make a great cut flower and
are an ideal choice for containers. No protection needed.

This weekend I basically finished the first pass at cleaning up all of the beds and
borders in my yard. I planted lots of the pots on my deck and it is so enjoyable to
sit out there and smell the sweet, clove-like fragrance of stock and see all of the
vibrant colors of my red snapdragons and multi-colored violas. Wait until you see
the beautiful porch and deck pots that Amber has planted up here at the nursery.
They are filled with the nicest Ranunculus we have ever had and a wide range of
other annuals that shrug off the cold nights that will continue to occur until the
middle of May. Remember, you can simply bring your containers here and plant
them at our potting station. You pay for the organic potting soil by the scoop and
leave the mess behind after letting my very enthusiastic, creative staff help you
with your selections.
Speaking of cooler weather, have you planted your kale, onions, and parsley yet?
I am ever-so-slowly adding more and more plants and seeds to my raised beds.
This week we have put the organic seed potatoes and organic onion
seedlings on sale at 20% off to entice you to keep on planting. Last weekend I
finally pruned my raspberry patch. The
peach tree is in full bloom and my
blueberries are loaded with plump buds.
Even the rhubarb is huge this year. All of
these spring plants love the rain. Take
advantage of Mother Nature's natural
irrigation and plant NOW. Blueberries,
cranberries, elderberries, strawberries,
perennial herbs, onions, potatoes, lettuce,
spinach, kale... you get the picture.
The trucks keep on rolling in and more and more plants continue to fill our
benches. It is a fun, exciting time to be a gardener. The
regular rainfall has taken the edge off of the drought.
The milder winter seems to have been kind to the
hydrangeas and I am seeing new growth all up and
down my branches. Hallelujah! It's a very different year

and I am very hopeful for an abundant, lush growing
season.
Please make some time to treat yourself to a visit to
Natureworks this week. Feel the magic, get inspired,
join the planting fun. We have everything you need and
a whole lot more. I'll see you soon...

Plant seeds. Sing songs.
Walk barefoot through the
green grass. Soak up the
beauty of this spring that
is in full, blooming glory
all around us.

Signature Shrubs

Viburnum plicatum 'S ummer S nowflake' blooms now and
repeats all summer long. This is a great shrub that the deer
won't eat. The summer fruit is loved by the birds. It grows fine
in sun or partial shade.

This year, my staff and I have decided to get really organized when it comes to
our shrub selections. I realized last year that I have "signature plants" that I really
believe in and therefore use in my designs. I
also promote these plants on my garden walks
and when waiting on customers. Why do I love
them? Lots of reasons.
What do they do? Many of our plants
fulfill an ecological purpose, whether it is
to provide larval food plants or nectar for
butterflies, food and shelter for the birds,
or homes for animals.
Where do they belong? There are some

plants that I consider classic foundation
planting shrubs for today's renovated
plantings featuring dwarf plants. Others
are great for screening and hedgerows,
to help reduce the lawn and increase the
habitat potential of your yard.
Many shrubs provide food for humans,
most notably blueberries, elderberries,
and black Aronia berries.
Some shrubs sing to our hearts- fragrant
shrubs like lilacs and mock oranges, old
fashioned plants that everyone should
include in their yard.
Are they native? Some people want
ONLY natives. I mix them up and include
them where appropriate. Pussywillows,
buttonbush, and Clethra all love my
heavy, wet, clay soil.

Repeat blooming, double orange
quince looks especially beautiful
surrounded by Veronica
'Georgia Blue'.

When you come in for a visit, you will see our
new shrub displays. My staff is trained to
understand the features of these plants. Let them help you select the perfect
shrubs for your purposes. And then let them show you how to have success when
planting them using our organic compost, organic fertilizer, and Organic Plant
Magic compost tea.

Sweet!

S weet Peet is a wonderful soil topdressing that stays dark brown all
summer long.

This year we are thrilled to be carrying Sweet Peet, a soil topdressing that is just
so good for your garden soil. This company had a brilliant idea to reuse horse
manure and bedding that needed to be reused from the large horse farms in New
England. They developed a process of composting these materials and then
adding manure tea at the end. This gives Sweet Peet two outstanding

characteristics, a deep brown color which doesn't fade in the summer heat and
nutrients which add to the soil food web. This is NOT a bark or wood product at all,
it is completely different. Diane just applied it to a hot, sunny bed by her road that
bakes in the sun and needed a bit of soil love. I am going to use it in my courtyard
where I entertain guests. It is like the frosting on the cake, the finishing touch on
those special garden beds that you spend a lot of time enjoying.
What else is sweet in our world? Sweet alyssum, one of
my all time favorite annuals. The new scientific name of this
plant is Lobularia maritima. I add it to my veggie beds and
my annual planters and it blooms from April until November,
never skipping a beat. The fragrance is amazing. I also
planted stock in the pots on my deck. The flowers smell like
cloves! You may recognize them if you buy cut flowers.
They last a long time in a vase. They are only available at
this time of year in limited quantities.
Another sweet smelling plant is a native tree: Magnolia virginiana. This tree has
white flowers in the summer that smell like lemons. It is aptly named sweetbay
magnolia. It is easy to establish, growing 15-30' tall
in New England. It will tolerate normal or even wet
garden soil.
May starts next week, and it is the month of sweet
smelling shrubs. Lilacs and Viburnums top the list
in my yard, along with Scotch broom and Clematis
montana 'Rubens', an early blooming vine with
flowers that smell of vanilla. It's a good thing that I
have a lot of fragrant shrubs and vines to look
forward to. I am so spoiled by all of the sweet
daffodil varieties that I have been picking and
placing in vases all around my house. The
sweetness will certainly continue later in May as I
start planting evening scented annuals in the pots
surrounding my outdoor seating areas. Do you
Native sweetbay magnolia
want to know one of the secrets of a busy garden
trees are in stock this week on
center owner? I plant vespertine (night scented)
our American Beauties native
flowers, pollinated by night-flying moths. They
bench.
perfume the evening air and when I finally get
home, I sit outside and relax, enjoying the fragrance. Stay tuned, this will make a
great Facebook Live event down the road.

Help Wanted
We are adding to our
Landscape Crews.

If you or someone you know is interested in
learning more visit
http://naturework.com/about-us/employmentopportunities
To apply, stop in and complete an application.

Upcoming Events

I don't know the name of this unique, dwarf iris
growing in my garden, but I am digging some up to
sell at the CHS auction this Friday night. The public is
invited!

Friday night, April 28th
CT Horticultural Society Spring Auction
7:15 pm
Bethany Covenant Church, 785 Mill Street, Berlin CT.
Nancy will once again be an auctioneer at this fun event. Bid on a wide array of
rare and unusual plants while learning from some of the biggest plant geeks in CT
about why they are so special! You will understand why some of the coolest
plants in Nancy's home garden came from this auction! All proceeds go to
theCHS Scholarship Fund to provide scholarships to horticulture students. (Nancy
was a recipient back in the 70's and look where it got her....)

Wickedly wonderful, fragrant, native woodland
Phlox divaricata 'Blue Moon' will be featured
this Saturday as we explore native wildflowers
for CT gardens.

Saturday, April 29th Wickedly Wonderful Wildflowers and Native Plants for
your Spring Garden
10-11 am
Fresh from the CHS Auction the night before, a tired but happy Nancy will share
with you her love of the very special wildflowers and native plants that YOU can
add to your gardens. Of course, all of our wildflowers are nursery propagated.
**Late April and early May is prime time
for spring ephemerals and native wildflowers. **

Sunday, April 30th Raised Bed Gardening with Sue Lavallee from Coast of
Maine
1-2pm
Sue Lavallee is an invaluable resource from Coast of Maine (Our favorite organic
compost company) who will guide everyone on how to create a raised bed
garden from A-Z. Everything from pre-planning to building materials, calculating soil
amounts and fertilizing guidelines, this class is the whole package. With Sue's help,
you will know everything there is to know about how to have a successful raised
bed garden. Sue started with Coast of Maine in 2013, and has been in the
horticultural industry since the mid-eighties, we value her education so much.
Free.
Mark your calendars...
Hill-Stead Museum May Market
Saturday and Sunday, May 6 & 7, 2017
35 Mountain Road in Farmington, CT

Learn all about pollinator gardens from our own Nancy DuBrule-Clemente. As
the owner of Natureworks, Nancy has been educating gardeners about organic
and ecologically-friendly methods since 1983.
CLICK HERE for May Market advanced admission discount.

CLICK HERE to view/print our Events Flyer
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