NATUREWORKS GARDEN CENTER AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES
WILL BE CLOSED FOR A STAFF RETREAT ON
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30.

Monarch Madness!

Greetings!
Monarch Madness has taken over Natureworks. Check out these stats:
Right now we have 53 eggs, 264 caterpillars, 74 chrysalises, and 15 butterflies
born today for a total of 406 monarchs being raised! AND, we have released 267
monarchs so far this season. Wow!

I have officially dubbed my staff members who do the work to make this happen
The Monarch Mamas! It takes nearly 4 hours per day to clean all the boxes,
change the paper, and transfer the various stages to new boxes. We have a
monarch release pretty much every day.
And this weekend we are having not one but
TWO workshops
All About the Monarch Butterfly. The first
one is sponsored by The CT Horticultural
Society from 10-11 am and is FULL. The
second one still has some openings. It will
be from 2-3 pm. If you want to attend the
afternoon workshop, please call
Natureworks immediately to reserve your
spot. There is no fee, the workshop is free,
but there is a lot of interest and there will be
a waiting list. 203-484-2748 is the number.
We welcome you to contact us if you have a
group of 10 or more people who would like a
workshop about monarch butterflies here at Natureworks. Take advantage of this
incredible time of year at this magical place.

We want YOU guys to raise monarchs too. We have two new books on the
subject (as well as our bible, Raising Monarch Butterflies), mesh cages, caterpillar
raising boxes, magnifying glasses, all kinds of Asclepias plants...everything you
need except the eggs and caterpillars. Each box and cage comes with a how-to
sheet. We answer questions about this all day long.
This Thursday evening, tune in at 4 pm for another episode of Facebook Live.
We will be focusing on August and September nectar flowers for butterflies.
This time of year is when most
butterflies are at their peak
numbers. You need lots and LOTS
of flowers. There are lots of easy to
grow perennials and annuals and

herbs that they love. And we've got
them in stock. The nursery is simply
jammed packed with fresh color of
every kind.
We are also still very well stocked
on fall organic veggie seedlings. In
fact, Jillian has just produced a
fresh crop of seedlings in our
greenhouse including all kinds of
kale, 'Peppermint Stick' Swiss
chard, and the best looking basil
I've seen all year. Basil? Yes, plant
more basil. I keep reading reports
of downy mildew on basil planted

Butterfly bushes are a sure bet to provide
nectar for butterflies. I have a gigantic white
one on the south side of my house that was
there when I moved in 13 years ago. It is
constantly covered with butterflies of all types.

earlier this year. New plants put in
a sunny spot now will provide you
with fresh basil until frost.
Speaking of kale, Jillian and I have
a new slogan: "Kale- it's not just
for sauteing any more!" We want
to encourage you to plant edible
kale where you would have
previously planted ornamental
cabbage and kale. Redoing your
containers for Labor Day parties?
Add kale. Got a few gaps in your
borders? Plant frilly kale. You can
also plant radicchio, Swiss
chard, and red romaine lettuce
in any ornamental container or
garden. Think outside the box
here folks. Keep planting food!
On Monday, I finally got my
broccoli tunnel in. I planted 12
broccoli plants in 4 containers
set onto cardboard and mulch in
what is the absolute sunniest
spot in my backyard in late fall. I
Plant EDIBLE kale instead of ornamental
covered it with our hoops and
cabbages this fall.
floating row covers and sprayed
the broccoli with Bacillis thuringiensis to kill any hidden cabbage moth caterpillars
or eggs before closing up the row covers.

Stop in and take advantage of our 30% off select organic
fertilizer sale.

So Diane returned from vacation and immediately announced that her favorite
fertilizers are going on sale at 30% off. What???? That's our Employee
Discount amount. The nerve! Actually, we want you to feed your veggies, annuals,
and container plants so badly that we are willing to give you a great deal on
Healthy Grow, Coast of Maine, and Neptune's Harvest fertilizers right now. These
all live inside the shop and we would be happy to explain how to use them and
why one may be better than another for your purposes. Don't miss this- when they
are gone, they are gone. This sale is good on the in-stock fertilizers listed above
only, no rain checks.

My newest love: Aster macrophyllus'Twilight'

Speaking of feeding, did you do what I showed you in July, cut back, open prune,
and feed your roses? We did and now they are BACK, looking beautiful. Don't
ever try to tell me you can't grow roses organically. You most certainly can.
Feeding is the key to so much beauty and lushness in the August garden. I even
have a fuchsia still in bloom, hanging above my deck, and it is a favorite of my
resident hummingbirds. I feed every two weeks and it shows.
Stop in and visit our monarchs and all of our beautiful flowers this week. Bring your
friends, bring your out-of-town visitors. Make this your August destination. Jump on
the bandwagon and make your yard a patch of paradise for all creatures. We are
on a busy road on less than an acre. If we can do it, anybody can.

See you soon...

On Sale:
All Hostas and Tricyrtis (toadlily)
20% off
Sale runs through 8/29/2017

Toad lilies are on sale through
Tuesday, Aug. 29, 2017.

Stop in for fragrant flowering Hosta 'Royal Standard' and many unusual, variegated hosta
selections. Toad lilies look like little orchids and are a great late season shade plant.

Do you have enough flowers?

R.J. and his butterfly that he released at Natureworks. Way to go!

This week a young man came in and asked if he could release his monarch
butterfly here in our gardens. R.J. raised his butterfly from an egg collected from a
milkweed plant purchased at Natureworks last year. We said "of course!" and he
did. Why didn't he release it at home? He told us that he didn't think his mom had
enough flowers! Do you?

August means giant, dinnerplate sized Hibiscus are stealing the
show in the flower garden. This beauty is 'Summerific Cherry
Cheesecake'. Calling all hummingbirds!

I know that's a loaded question coming from a plant fanatic like me but it is an
important question. Monarchs need Asclepias to lay their eggs on, but all
butterflies need nectar flowers. Thus the focus on these plants on Facebook Live
this Thursday at 4. Fall flowers are critical for migrating butterflies. Do you have
enough asters and Eupatorium? Do you have enough flowers to feed the bees?
How about hummingbirds? Today I spoke to a customer and asked her how she
was settling into her new house. She said that it wasn't until the hummingbirds
found her flowers that it felt like home. Do you have enough flowers to pick a
pretty bouquet for your dining room table? Can you pick enough flowers from your
yard to bring them to a sick friend? Right down the street from Natureworks is a
HUGE field of sunflowers. Tons of cars pull over and take pictures all day long.
Flowers make us happy. Flowers make all creatures happy. Last Saturday I even
taught a class on edible flowers that was fun and delicious. Everyone in our
teaching tent and all of my staff were VERY happy!

Lots of fresh color has arrived including annual blue Salvia which
will bloom and bloom until late fall. Did you notice the

hummingbird that photobombed this shot???

This week we are getting in another round of fresh, colorful annuals. Think orange
zinnias, golden marigolds, blue Salvias, million bells... you get the picture. I have a
pot that is really sad, I never switched it from the spring and now it is in a prime
location on my deck and it is green and boring. That is exactly why we are getting
in more annuals. The last two weeks of summer are the last hurrah, party time
everywhere. Labor Day is a celebration. We want our yards and patios to look
really gorgeous but we don't want to do a lot of work. We get that at Natureworks!
You can even bring your containers in here and use our potting bench and leave
the mess behind. What could be easier?

Pretty flowers contrast with burgundy leaves are just the
beginning of the show from Callicarpa 'Pearl Glam'. Wait until
you see the dayglow purple berries that will soon form! Meet
our new favorite shrub...

We continue to stock beautiful perennials and flowering shrubs. The latest addition
that everyone is talking about is Callicarpa 'Pearl Glam'. Purple leaves contrast
with August blooming white flowers that turn into, you guessed it, bright purple
berries. It's a burgundy leaf beautyberry! I am mad about Aster macrophyllus
'Twilight', I just can't stop thinking
about places to plant it as it takes
partial shade and spreads easily.
Got Echinaceas? We do. Diane,
who adores Echinaceas, is back
from vacation and the benches are
once again becoming chock full of
coneflowers in every color. Why
does she love them so much?
Because they are one of the top
Echinacea 'Butterfly Kisses' is just one of the
nectar flowers for butterflies.

many coneflowers we have this week. We have
singles and doubles, oranges, yellow, pinksa huge selection!

Plant Natives!

Are you looking for a very easy to grow perennial that loves hot sun and is a
magnet for pollinators? Plant Verbena hastata which is called vervain. I have fallen
in love with this perennial. Last fall I went up to the King Arthur Flour store with my
husband and they had installed
tons of native plants. As he
shopped for bread baking supplies,
I took photos of the gardens in the
parking lot which included the nicest
stands of vervain that I have ever
met along with boneset, ironweed,
Aster umbellatus, and Joe Pye
weed. I came home and
immediately planted it in my side
A huge stand of Asclepias incarnata seed
border. It competes beautifully with
pods is surrounded by vervain. What a great
combination, spotted in the parking lot
milkweed and other vigorous
gardens at King Arthur Flour in Vermont.
perennials.
Diane wanted me to
mention a very
common, but very
important native plant
for the birds: Juniperus
virginiana, Eastern red
cedar. The blue
berries are devoured
by robins and they
also provide excellent
shelter from winter
storms for the birds
that stay in CT all year
round.

Upcoming Events

Thursday, August 24th
4:00 pm
Facebook Live! Join us online on Facebook see Nancy discuss butterfly
nectar flowers for August and September.
Ask questions live! Facebook Live videos are archived on our Facebook page and can be
watched at any time. We also welcome you to sit in the audience at Natureworks and
watch LIVE and in person.

Saturday, August 26th AT NATUREWORKS
10:00-11:00 am (filled, see 2-3 pm event just added)
CT Horticultural Society Event: All About the Monarch Butterfly
The CT Horticultural Society (CHS) is sponsoring this FREE workshop.
Registration is required and is open to CHS members as well as the general
public.
Register by contacting Mary Anna at the CHS office, (860) 529-8713 or via
email at connhort@gmail.com The registration limit is 30.
Natureworks is a safe house for all butterflies, especially the beautiful orange
Monarch. In 2016 we raised and released over 700 Monarchs in our store.
We are raising them again this year.
Learn how to recognize the monarch eggs and the caterpillars and
then how to collect and raise them.
Learn how to tag and release the butterflies for Monarch Watch.
Learn about the different types of Asclepias (milkweed and their
ornamental relatives) plants and the flowers that provide important
nectar as they grow and get ready to migrate to Mexico. In CT we raise

the final generation of Monarchs that make the long journey to Mexico
where they overwinter. Our work is critical in assuring that we provide a
safe, organic, flower-filled oasis for these precious creatures. You will
get to take a close look at monarch eggs and a chrysalis.
The plight of the Monarch butterfly is well known, and received a lot of
attention in the media lately. Learn what YOU can do to help the monarch
and their habitats.

2-3 pm All About the Monarch Butterfly (repeated). If you didn't get into
the morning workshop, the second one still has some openings. If you want
to attend the afternoon workshop, please call Natureworks immediately to
reserve your spot. There is no fee, the workshop is free, but there is a lot of
interest and there will be a waiting list.
203-484-2748 is the number.
Click on the month to view/print our upcoming event flyers for
AUGUST -or- SEPTEMBER.
OFF-SITE EVENTS
The Wallingford Garden Market
Saturdays 9am-noon during August and September
LOCATION: Doolittle Park, 78 South Elm Street, Wallingford.
Natureworks will be back at the Garden Market in September.
Click the following links for their web info.:
https://www.facebook.com/wallingfordgardenmarket
https://wallingfordgardenmarket.com/vendors/
98th Annual Durham Fair
September 21 - 24, 2017
The Durham Fair is located at the junctions of Routes 68, 17 and 77 in Durham,
CT.
Be sure to stop by the Natureworks Garden Center display and say Hi.
For more information visit http://www.durhamfair.com/
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STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special email groups you can join!

