Asclepias incarnata is a clumping form of milkweed that is perfect
for your garden border. Monarch butterflies are arriving in CTthis is one of their favorite larval food plants.

It's STILL SPRING...For one more week!

Greetings!
I woke up this morning after sleeping with an extra blanket and the windows wide
open- it was chilly! Then I realized: it's STILL SPRING for one more week. Good
thing too, because on Monday I finally planted my tomatoes, peppers, eggplants,
and cucumbers (although I forgot to bring home seed, that's tonight's little project).
Why did I wait? First of all, I plant with the moon phases and this is the week.
Secondly, I have been too busy, too exhausted, and it has been raining whenever
I had the chance to plant. Plus, I had so much weeding to do, I couldn't plant until I
cleared things out.

My raised beds were filled with self-sown borage. I had to weed it
out in order to make room for tomatoes! Borage is one of the best
pollinator plants you can grow. It is an annual herb (tastes like
cucumber, packed with vitamins and minerals). Once you plant it,
it will keep coming back every year. Breadseed poppies filled
some of the other beds, and dill and sunflowers joined the party.
What a crazy thing to face when planting a few dozen tomatoes,
peppers, and eggplants! It sure is an abundant universe...

This week, why not squeeze in a few more tomato plants? If you need more room,
plant them in a Smart Pot. Here is a link that shows just how easy it is to plant a
Smart Pot, click here. I have 3 on the south side of my house. This year they are
planted with heirloom plum tomatoes that I started from seed. Our organic veggie
seedlings need a home, so we are putting them on sale at 30% off. Come on, you
can fit in just a few more, can't you? Don't forget to grab some of our super-sturdy
tomato cages. I fought with those old fashioned, circular ones over the weekend.
They are bent and old and too wimpy to hold up an indeterminate tomato. Invest in
the real deal and you will use them for the rest of your life and support the
American company that makes them.
Next week is National Pollinator Week. We have been teaching all about the
importance of protecting and encouraging our pollinators for a long time. This week
is a great way to raise awareness and teach MANY more people. We embrace it
100%. This is how it is described on the Pollinator Partnership website:
Nine years ago the U.S. Senate's unanimous approval and designation of a week in
June as "National Pollinator Week" marked a necessary step toward addressing
the urgent issue of declining pollinator populations. Pollinator Week has now
grown into an international celebration of the valuable ecosystem services
provided by bees, birds, butterflies, bats and beetles.

Penstemon calycosus is a great native that we haven't
had on our benches in years. It's back! It is so happy
in my perennial garden at home. I love it and so do the
bees.

Natureworks is a SAFE HOUSE for pollinators. Being an organic garden center,
our benches and our gardens are abuzz with life. People comment on it all the
time. We specifically plant for them and carry tons of pollinator-friendly plants. One
of my favorites is Penstemon calycosus, the native calico Penstemon. I have been
growing this in my perennial border for many years. It is very hardy and holds it's
foliage well after blooming.
This week we are having all kinds of wonderful workshops, many of them quite
different from our usual fare. On Thursday evening, Kassie is teaching a class on
how to make basic macrame for hanging plants. I
totally cracked up when she proposed this as
macrame was a huge fad back in my day in the
60's and 70's. Just like terrariums and sprouts, it
has come back around. Macrame for the modern
day is all over Pinterest and many of our vendors
are selling it. If you really want to be on trend, use
your new macrame hanger to hold a terrarium! You
need to register in advance, please see the details
below.
Saturday morning, Jillian is giving a workshop on
using your dog hair to make a bird nesting ball. I
was a bit confused when she told me about this,
and then, again, I kept seeing this everywhere. Lo and behold, when I was doing
the "Nest Tour" of Natureworks (we visit the many birds nests all the time to see
how they are doing) I discovered a robin's nest in the Viburnum 'Wantanabi' that
was made of straw, grass, and shredded plastic. Horrors! Last week in the June
Prune workshop, Susan ran screaming across the yard to tell me NOT to prune
the purple smokebush because there was a nest in there that I didn't know about.
The robins that built a nest in a flat of Hellebores in our lath house fledged this
week- and I saw the last one fly! This surely is a magical place...

Comb your dog...

and use the hair to make a pretty
nesting ball! Only at Natureworks!

Following Jillian's workshop, I will be
teaching my next Playing with Flowers workshop. I have gathered a lovely
collection of vintage vases. I will pick flowers from my home gardens and from
Natureworks and you will arrange them in one of the vases and take it home to
enjoy and refill for years to come. This is one of the BEST weeks for cut flowers.
Campanulas, yarrows, roses, daisies, so many of our classic cut flowers are
coming into bloom in the middle of June. If you think you can't arrange flowers,
think again! I will teach you how easy and fun it can be. Registration information is
below. Class is limited to 8 participants and is a real bargain at only $15.

What a pretty collection of vases! Sign up for Playing
with Flowers this Saturday and you can take one
home, filled with flowers from my gardens. Details
below.

At 12:30, after the workshops are over, please join us and have CAKE for LUNCHbirthday cake that is! Diane St. John is working on
Saturday this week instead of
Sunday and it's her birthday, so
let's celebrate and eat cake! Diane

has transformed Natureworks in a
few short years and is deeply
committed to organics, butterflies,
pollinators, and teaching children to
garden. She supplies me with the
most stunning photographs and
runs the Natureworks retail store
like a tight ship. She is an amazing
woman who deserves to be
surrounded by grateful customers
who support her work. Yay cake!
Yay Diane St. John!
On the left is an example of one of
Diane's gorgeous photographs.
This is a display that she and her staff put
together in a flash at Natureworks last week.
Each day I walk in, it looks completely
different! Weigela 'Red Prince', Salvia
'Caradonna', Verbena 'Royal Chambray'- can
you see why the hummingbirds, butterflies,
and bees are so happy here?
This Sunday is Father's Day. I was blessed to
have the best dad in the world. He was funny,
hard working, creative, musical, and taught
me SO much. I think about him every day,
especially when I am using
the tools he
gave me. If
your dad loves
to garden, bring
him to
Natureworks!
Call ahead and order a gift certificate for him.
When he has picked out a few plants and is ready
to check out, voila! Give us a heads up and we will
present it to him. Dads love tools (mine certainly
did) and always appreciate a quality pair of pruning
My dad. He was a character
shears, loppers, or a diamond honing stone.
and a man of great integrity.
As you gear up for picnics and parties, fill your porch and patio with beautiful
annual planters that Amber has been planting up for the past week. Invite the
hummingbirds to visit with a feeder and a pretty basket of Calibrachoa (Million
Bells) that they adore. Stock up on herbal incense and all natural mosquito
repellent. Get outside every chance you have- these are the glory days of the
garden, for sure.
I look forward to seeing you very soon...

And now for something different...

Last week I gave two pruning workshops that were very popular. Of course, after
teaching the basics, hands immediately went up and everyone wanted to know all
about hydrangeas. I delved into the difference between the different types. One
species that I really like to use in my garden designs is Hydrangea serrata. Shown
above is my new love: Hydrangea serrata 'Tiny Tuff Stuff'. H. serrata is much
more bud hardy than H. macrophylla which will lose its old wood in a winter that
dips down to 10 degrees or lower (that's exactly what happened this year.) 'Tiny
Tuff Stuff' and the other H. serrata varieties, besides being hardier, also have a
deep, wine red fall color. This plant only grows 1-2 feet tall and wide and blooms
on both old and new wood.

I couldn't believe my eyes when I walked in the other morning and saw Phlomis
cashmeriana on our benches. I met this plant on a visit to the perennial gardens
at Elizabeth Park in Hartford. It is an architectural, unusual perennial that now has a
home in my garden. We have a very limited supply in stock right now.

If you are really looking for an unusual shrub, take a look at Hydrangea
'Pistachio'! It is starting to form its flowers in the photo above. They morph into a
combination of lime green, purple, pink, and burgundy. What an absolutely
fascinating cut flower this would make.

Monday, June 20 through Sunday, June 26, 2016 is National Pollinator Week.
Governor Malloy is aware of its importance and proclaimed it as such for the
State of Connecticut. There are many ways to learn more and partake in pollinator
events. Here are some great links to check out:

Natureworks event page, including pollinator week events:
http://naturework.com/events
Nancy will be giving a talk and we will have an event for young folks 16 years
old and younger. Check it out by clicking on the link above!
National Pollinator Week website:
http://www.pollinator.org/pollinatorweek/
Once on the National site, you can scroll down to see information for educators,
students, gardeners and more.
The CT Agricultural Experiment Station, has a pollinator information portal
that is excellent, packed with information:
http://www.ct.gov/caes/cwp/view.asp?a=2826&q=578322&caesNav=|
Beekeeper information can be found on this CT Ag. Station page:
http://www.ct.gov/caes/cwp/view.asp?a=2818&q=376964
U.S. Forest Service journey of the Monarch site:
http://fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/Monarch_Butterfly/migration/index.shtml
Animated map of 2016 monarch butterfly migration:
Yes, they have already been spotted in Connecticut!
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/maps/galleries/2016/monarch_an_spring2016.htm

Bi-Weekly Specials*
Thursday, June 16th
through
Wednesday, June 29th

20% Off
All Epimediums- and we have a wonderful selection in stock!

and
All ROSES!!!

30% Off
All Organic Veggie Seedlings
*Sale applies to in-stock items, while supplies last and does not apply to
special orders.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, June 16th
5:00-6:00 pm Throwback Thursday-Macramé
Hangers
Join us for this throwback craft and learn the art of making
macramé. You don't need to be very artistic because
Kassandra will teach you how to tie basic macramé
knots. Light refreshments will be provided.
Registration in advance is required. FEE: $10 (includes
all supplies). Class limited to 12 participants
Saturday, June 18th
>> 9:30-10:30 am How to Make a Dog Fur Nesting Ball
Bring your friendly dog and your pets brush. Let's brush our dogs and use their fur
to make a nesting ball. We know you've always wondered what to do with that fur!
Nesting balls can be made of various materials which can then be hung or placed
outside. Birds will then pull from the ball the materials it wants to add to its nest.
You can see an example of nesting balls in the letter section above or by clicking
here.
Registration in advance is required. FEE: none. Class limited to 8 friendly dogs
and their friendly owners.
>> 11:30 am-12:30 pm Have Fun with Flowers
This is the third of our monthly series designed to encourage you to pick flowers
from your garden and feel comfortable making arrangements in all kinds of
containers. Nancy will provide a vintage vase and fresh cut flowers and foliage
from her home gardens as well as the Natureworks demonstration gardens. She
will share with you the simple basics of conditioning and arranging flowers and you
will make your own creation to take home.
Registration in advance is required. FEE: $15. Class is limited to 8 participants.
Sunday, June 19th
Happy Father's Day Natureworks is open 9 am-5 pm.
Thursday, June 23, 2016
5:00-7:00 pm
Ladies Night

Be surrounded by our fave summer blooming plants with your fave lady friends.
We have invited local vendors to our evening event, especially for ladies. Vendors
include: Caroline Mulligan of CaresTouch Therapeutic Massage. Sandi Coppola
from Sperry Naturals. Sally Noel of Raven's Wing Yoga. We will also have
samples from Hartford Flavor Company for a liquor tasting. Watch for our special
email invitation coming in a few days which will have all of the details.
Friday, June 24th AND Saturday, June 25th-Two days to choose from!
11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Pollinator Planting with Kids Grow Organic Kids/Grow Organic Teens ages 16 and under.
Pollinator week begins June 20 th and was designated nine years ago to
highlight the issues of declining pollinator populations. It has become an
international event! We hope to spread the word and raise awareness of the
valuable ecosystem services provided by bees, birds, butterflies, bats and
beetles. The growing concern for pollinators is a sign of progress, but it is vital
that we continue to maximize our collective effort. Join us to celebrate our
pollinators: plants that they love will be marked with a bee throughout our retail
area!

No registration needed for this event. FEE: none. Ages 16 and under. Stop in
and pot up a pollinator friendly plant to take home with you. Then at home you can
plant it in your garden so you can draw the pollinators right to your garden and
provide a pollinator friendly habitat for them to visit again and again.
Saturday, June 25th
9:30 - 10:30 am
Planting for Pollinators - Free Garden Walk
YOU and your family can help encourage our native pollinators to thrive. The
secret is to plant the flowers and herbs that they love, at least three different kinds
each month, in large clusters. Learn all about the important pollinator plants that
will thrive in your yard from early spring until later fall. Nancy will explain all about
the life cycle of bumblebees, tunnel nesting bees, and other types of native
pollinators. Check out our Pollinator Hostel, built at Natureworks this spring to
welcome them into our gardens.
Sunday, June 26th
1:00-2:00 pm
Garden Fresh Suncatchers - Grow Organic Kids
We will wander through the gardens and learn about the flowers. As we do this, we
will make our suncatchers.
Registration in advance is required. FEE: $5 (includes all materials). Class
limited to 10 participants.

For the June Natureworks Events flyer, click here.
Unless otherwise noted, events are held on-site at Natureworks.
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Hours
Monday - Saturday 8 am - 6 pm
Thursday our late night 8 am - 7 pm
Sunday 9 am - 5 pm

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net
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