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Greetings!
It's the second week of December and the
Natureworks elves are VERY busy with all of their
holiday decorating and designing. It is especially
important that the place looks perfect for the weekend
because we are having a very special visitor- Santa
Claus! We are preparing our front
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porch for his
visit. He will be
here Saturday,
December 12th,
from 10 am-3:30
pm. This is an
ideal opportunity
to bring your
young ones and
take pictures in a
small, personal
setting. The weatherman promises another
wonderfully warm weekend, and we are thrilled!

A Gift you can Open
Again and Again...
This month I am
finalizing my speaking
engagements for
winter and early
spring of 2016. I am so
honored to be chosen
as one of three
speakers at the CT
Horticultural Society's
Spring into the Garden
Symposium at the
Mark Twain House in
Hartford on Saturday,
February 6th. Early

We are making fresh terrariums every day. They are really
popular gifts this year.

This Monday marked the first day of Hanukkah which
will continue until Monday, December 14th. We have
many wonderful gifts if you are attending gatherings
including fresh flowers, lovely terrariums, colorful
candles, and many excellent gardening books.
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grab bag gifts, and so
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talk about his new
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customers place their orders in advance. Because
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our container selection is limited, we suggest you
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place your order this week if you will be needing

me! My talk is titled

them in any great number, even if they will not be

Plants with a Purpose-

picked up until Christmas week.

Not just a Pretty Face.
I was inspired to
create this new talk
after seeing Doug
Tallamy speak in
Boston last year and
after reading Doug
Tallamy and Rick
Darke's wonderful
book The Living
Landscape, pictured
above and available
in our shop. It opened
my eyes to the
importance of the
many purposes of the
plants we choose to
add to our gardenshabitat builders,
pollinator friendly,
butterfly larval plants,
edibles, beneficial
insect nectar, etc. This

Our 20% off sale on all glass ornaments has been
extended for one more week, through December
16th. Above you will see some of our hand painted
Austrian ornaments. They are simply exquisite. We
also have mercury glass and ornaments of all kinds
with a nature theme- birds, hummingbirds, butterflies,

is THE most important

and more.

subject to contemplate
right now. If you have

I like to give ornaments as a

a thoughtful gardener

gift to new homeowners and

in your life, give them

newlyweds. I also try and

this book as a gift. And

make giving an ornament
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each year a tradition- it
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makes the process so
simple! Of course, my tree is
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in its stand, in water, but not

stock of another of my

decorated yet. I have so

favorite books,

many ornaments that I have collected over the years.

Heaven is a Garden

Taking them out of storage and unpacking them

by Jan Johnsen. She

brings back floods of memories. I like to savor the

will be coming to CT

process, drawing it out over a few nights.

in early January and
speaking at the
C.N.L.A. Winter
Symposium and I get
to introduce her!

We even have great
books for the young
gardeners-to-be in
your life. Some are
sticker books, great for
stocking stuffers.
Others introduce kids
to butterflies, backyard
bugs, birds, and
flowers. Sharing the
love of gardening with
young folks at an early
age is a precious gift.
I have an enormous
library of gardening

One customer said: "I love that you name your trees- that's
why I come back every year!"

Speaking of trees, our final shipment of premium fir
trees, grown right here in CT, have arrived and are
displayed in our nursery yard. I picked mine out last
Saturday. Some customers told me they didn't want
to miss out on the best selection, but weren't putting
up their tree until this coming weekend. My solution?
Buy your tree NOW and get the one you
love. Take it home, give the bottom a fresh cut, and
put it in a bucket of water. It will begin drinking right
away and will stay fresh outside until you are ready to
bring it inside.
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greenhouse. These gorgeous, mild, sunny days
We are actively

mean I have been able to keep the door open and

planning our

soak up all the sunshine I crave at this time of year. It

Natureworks classes

also enables me to mingle with the customers when

and other winter

they are picking out their wreaths, swags, and fresh

events. I will be

cut greenery, customizing their choices to match their

speaking twice at the

decor. I am still harvesting from my yard every

CT Flower and

morning; I examine the bins of greens daily to see

Garden Show in

what we are getting low on. I don't have endless

Hartford this coming

supplies of everything but it is heartening to be able

February and also at

to supply so many varieties to the retail store. It has

the CT Master

been a dream of mine for a long time.

Gardener Association
Symposium in March.
I will also be speaking
at quite a few garden
clubs in the next few
months. Stayed tuned
for all the details.

Too cute! Felt birds with felt hats and little red bottle brush
trees make our little poinsettias look larger than life.

We so appreciate all of the positive feedback and
Gift Certificates
make the Perfect
Present
Do you want to hear a
funny story? We still

compliments everyone has been giving us in the past
few weeks. From the unique displays of doors hung
with wreaths outside, the trees and grapevine
garlands dripping with ornaments inside the shop, we
are thrilled that you like our new look and the items
we have chosen to offer this 2015 holiday season.
Here are a few comments that our customers have

hand write our gift

made that have made me especially proud of my

certificates, put them

staff...

in envelopes, and mail
them to the recipient.

"This is our absolute favorite place to come- our absolute

For over 20 years, you

favorite! It is our first stop of the season. We love it here!"

either had to come in

- a family of 4

to the shop to pick one
up or call and dictate

"Last year you stole my heart with your wreaths...this is one of

your information over

those things I just do for myself..."

the phone.
Including today, we are open for FIFTEEN more days
Always the one to be

in 2015! Mark the date of our Customer

dragged kicking and

Appreciation Night, Thursday, December 17th, on

screaming into the

your calendars NOW! (see details below) Stop in and

new century, I finally

see Santa this Saturday. Make sure you put aside

approved my

some special time for you, your friends, and family to

marketing guy's

visit Natureworks in December. Nibble on some

proposal to be able to

yummy cookies, inhale the natural scent of fresh,

sell gift certificates on-

REAL greenery, and rediscover how much fun

line. Guess what day

shopping can be again. Shop small, stay local, and

we went live with this

enjoy the weeks ahead. I am sure I will see you very

great convenience?

soon...

The day AFTER
Cyber Monday in
2014. Go figure.
Since then, we have
sold countless gift
certificates on-line.

P.S. When you're looking for a unique gift, keep in mind

Take advantage of

that we have Discount CT Flower and Garden Show

this convenient

Tickets on sale from now until we close at 5 pm on

shopping method and

Wednesday, December 23rd. The 2016 show is

order a gift certificate

February 18-21st.

today (or in the middle
of the night if you
prefer!). We will hand
write it and mail it to
the recipient the very
next day.

Great Greens that I Love

Pinus bungeana, the lacebark pine, adds a wonderful
texture to wreaths and arrangements.

For nearly 12 years I have been planting evergreens
in the shop gardens and in my home landscape to be
able to harvest unusual, fresh cut greenery,
branches, and berries for the holiday season at
Natureworks. As the years go by and the plants
slowly develop, I am able to provide more and more
of the greens we use in our custom creations at this
time of year. This week I want to talk about a few
more of my favorite evergreens...
Pinus bungeana (shown above) is a glossy, bright
Quick Links...

green evergreen that is the main source of privacy in

Our Website

my back yard. I planted it over 10 years ago. Each

Directions

December, I prune off many of the longer branch tips
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and bring them into Natureworks to use in wreaths
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Click below
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Photo Gallery
Christmas
Indoor Plants
Through the Seasons

and arrangements. Pruning makes this tree much
fuller, creating even better screening. As this plant
ages, the bark exfoliates, adding yet another
ornamental feature.

Pinus parviflora 'Glauca' has tufts of blue needles.

Pinus parviflora 'Glauca' is Japanese white pine. I
have loved this plant for years and find it very
durable, even with salt spray and flooding. The back
side of the needles are white and they occur in tufts
NATURALLY...

along the branches. The new growth soars upwards

you'll find it at

and provides long boughs for our use. It is wonderful

Natureworks!

to incorporate into swags, wreaths, and
centerpieces.

Wow-Check out these
great SALES!!!
The 20% off Sale
on all
Glass Ornaments
has been extended
through Wednesday, December 16th

It's BACK! All natural ice melt, safe for
plants, pets, and sidewalks, is in stock in
our shed and on sale at 20% off while
supplies last. Don't be fooled by this
mild weather- you know you will need it
very soon!

TAG SALE going on in our shed.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, December 12th
Santa comes to Natureworks 10 am 3:30 pm
Santa is coming... Gather up the whole family
including your pet to pose for a photo with
Santa on our Christmas porch. Bring your
camera!
Sunday, December 13th
The Shopping Season Continues!
Escape the chaos of the big box stores and
visit us. We stock locally sourced greens, and
make hand-made bows for your custom
orders. Hot cider is available every weekend.
Thursday, December 17th
Customer Appreciation Night 5 - 7 pm
Relax and celebrate the season by enjoying some
Natureworks hospitality, while shopping for that one
of a kind gift. Join us for wine, cheese and free chair
massages. This is our way of thanking you for your
patronage in 2015!
Saturday, December 19th & Sunday, Dec. 20th

We are open this last weekend before Christmas for
any of those last minute gifts you may need for
teachers, co-workers, friends and family. Buy fresh,
shop local!
We close for the season at the end of the day
Wednesday, December 23rd.

Visit naturework.com/events for
more information!
Click here to download the Events Flyer.

