Shop Small * Shop Local * Shop Happy

Greetings!
Well, there is no denying it now. Thanksgiving is a week from Thursday, we have
had the deepest and coldest killing frost I have ever seen in the middle of
November, the days are short, the nights are long, and the last eight weeks of the
year are upon us. My house is overflowing with the tropical plants that graced my
deck all summer. My Thanksgiving cactuses are budded, right on time. I am deep
in the throes of my final garden chores- waiting for a warm up to put in my garlic
and bulbs, cutting down anything that still needs it, WiltPrufing my broadleaf
evergreens, planting the few more perennials I couldn't resist taking home, and
covering my raised beds with leaves.

At Natureworks, we are scurrying around like crazy to transform our greenhouse
into our Design Studio for the holiday season. Inside, the spring blooming bulbs
have been banished to the shed (and they are on sale!) as more and more
merchandise gets unpacked and displayed. It is basically a total transformation,
inside and out. The few outdoor plants that were left were either planted in our
gardens or heeled in for the winter. There are potted evergreens galore to use
in replanting your windowboxes and containers. I have started cutting my orange
winterberries and golden evergreens for use in our Thanksgiving centerpieces and
arrangements. My staff is making succulent pumpkins and all kinds of
naturalistic, delightful arrangements that will so inspire you.

Believe it or not, we are not only taking orders for Thanksgiving arrangements, we
are already starting to take orders for
Christmas items as well! We have so
many regulars that count on the
Natureworks design team to create their
custom wreaths, cemetery pillows, swags,
and roping. We keep excellent records, so
if you have ordered from us before, we
can pull up your previous years'

specifications- this makes life so much
easier! As the crews work double time to
finish their jobs and putting their client's
gardens to bed, they have been asked to
schedule many greens-harvesting days.
This Thursday at 4 pm, tune into Facebook
Live. My focus will be on Understanding
Evergreens. I will be explaining how to work
with fresh cut greens to decorate pots for your porch. In the process, I will talk
about the best way to keep your evergreens fresh and teach you about some of
the wonderful, unusual evergreens we will be using in our creations this holiday
season. If you miss it, you can always watch it on our Natureworks Facebook
Page. All of our videos are archived.

As we dive into the last eight weeks of the year and all it entails, we are also
working hard on NEXT year's activities. I am on the Education Committee of The
CT Horticultural Society and have helped to plan the most awesome conference
in early February at the Mark Twain House. The theme is
Striking a Balance. As gardeners in the 21st century, we are pulled in so many
directions. I love so many different plants- should I only plant natives? I need low
maintenance but I just can't give up my gardens. Plant communities, shrubs vs.
perennials- yikes! Click Here to read all about this exciting winter conference.
Registration is limited and the conference will surely sell out. Don't miss this,
register today! This would make a really great holiday gift, perhaps accompanied
by a book by one of the speakers. We can help with that!
Another fun part of the winter months in the
CT Flower and Garden Show. We are
once again selling discounted flower
show tickets. They are great stocking
stuffers, offering a welcome breath of
spring just when you need it most in late
February. Doug Tallamy, author of Bringing
Nature Home, is going to be speaking. Why
not give someone a pair of tickets and a
copy of his book? What a thoughtful,
enriching present to help get through the
indoor months.

What's new in the shop? We are once again carrying Red Bee honey, back by
popular request. This CT honey is so delicious; give it as a gift or treat yourself to a
jar for your tea this week. We have restocked our favorite Mole Hollow dripless
candles and we have wonderful Bedrock Tree Farm fir scented candles as well.
Ornaments? Yes, they are being hung every day. I look forward to arriving in the
morning to see what's new.

Above is just a small sampling of the beautiful, nature inspired, delightful
ornaments that we are hanging up daily. Yes, it's too early to put up a tree, but it's
never to soon to buy a few new ornaments for yourself or as a gift!
Brighten your week ahead with a visit to Natureworks.
Let us be your inspiration for decorating, inside and out,
naturally. Remember, keep it local and support the

businesses that make up the fabric of our community.
Shopping this way is much more relaxing, fun, and
rewarding.
I hope to see you soon...

ON SALE:
30% all bagged mulch
Dark Bark- take advantage and mulch now. You
will be so glad you did next spring!
Buy 10 bags for $40 (while supply lasts)
Buy 5 bags, Get 1 FREE
Coast of Maine Penobscot & Lobster Composts
Penobscot is a great addition to your tree, shrub and perennial garden beds.
Lobster is a great addition to your vegetable beds.
Amend your soil with compost and mix in fall leaves for a super soil boost!

It's NOT too late!

Got bulbs? We still do and it is not too late to plant them. Don't let the hard frosts
and cold weather of last week deter you- all of us at Natureworks have planted
bulbs well into December and they have done just fine. Diane and her staff have
moved the bulbs to the fertilizer shed and put them on sale at 25% off- don't miss
out on the many unusual varieties of daffodils, tulips, crocus, Alliums, and more. I
haven't planted my bulbs yet- it is always the last thing I do and I just simply
haven't had time. Folks are calling or emailing us in a panic asking if the bulbs they
have should still be planted. The answer is YES! Do NOT leave them in the bags

over the winter. They must be in soil and grow roots in order to bloom. I don't care
if you have to shovel snow to plant them (yes, we have been known to do
that...) get them in the ground. Don't forget the organic bulb fertilizer and Repellex
Systemic. These two great products will insure your bulb display will be gorgeous
in 2018.
How about garlic? Is it too late to plant your garlic crop? NO! I haven't planted
mine yet, neither has Diane. We have Russian Red garlic left, nice fat heads of this
delicious, organic, hardneck seed garlic. Each clove becomes one head. Garlic is
the easiest crop you can grow. Try it this fall, you will be hooked!

Let the greens harvest begin! It's time to get ready to
stud your porch pots.

What about your valuable ceramic, clay, and concrete pots that you never
emptied before the freeze last week? Don't delay, empty them today. Don't waste
your valuable organic soil- I dump mine in my raised garden beds. All of my
ceramic pots go into storage for the winter. At Natureworks, we emptied the
concrete urns, made sure the drainage holes were open, lifted them off the ground
onto a couple of bricks, and dropped a plastic pot filled with soil inside. As the
weather warms this week, we will be studding the pots with the greens we are
harvesting right now.

NOW is prime time to apply WiltPruf anti-dessicant spray to all of your
broadleaf evergreens. As I said in last week's Facebook Live, if "someone"
removed the leaves or mulch from below your Rhododendrons, you have to put it
back, deep soak them, and THEN WiltPruf them. Rhodies have especially shallow
root balls and they are very susceptible to winter damage as the temperatures
fluctuate over the next few months. Use it on hollies, mountain laurels,
andromedas too. Be sure to read the directions and clean your sprayer each time
with hot, soapy water so the pine sap doesn't clog the nozzle. Trust me on this.
We still have bags of Penobscot compost left to hill up your roses and amend
your raised beds for next year. They are thawing
out and will be much easier to spread by midweek! My crew is using them up at a fast pace.
Don't delay, when they are gone they're gone.
Got questions about exactly when and how to cut
back your plants? Click Here for the LONG
VERSION of our handout Putting your Garden to
Hill up your roses with
Bed. Don't forget to leave as many plant stems as Penobscot Blend compost this
you can for the tunnel nesting, native bees. Leave
week while the weather is mild .
on seed heads of perennials to feed the birds.
Leave the leaves for goodness sake. So many creatures overwinter in leaves.
Shredding them, blowing them off your property, removing them is a total waste
and disrupts the balance of the organic ecosystem you have tried so hard to
create. Yes, if you have 6" of leaves packed over the crowns of your plants or on
your lawn, remove most of them. But don't, as we say in the trade, "lick the garden
clean" . It may give you satisfaction but the creatures you share your yard with,
many of them very small and unnoticeable, will not be happy.
Don't forget to dig up your dahlias and other tender
bulbs and store them in the basement. Dry them out
first and check on them thru the winter. We just
ordered a TON of tender bulbs for 2018 and hope to
have them in time for the CT Flower and Garden
Show.

Upcoming Events

Thursday, November 23rd Natureworks is Closed.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!
Facebook Live
Thursday, November 16th 4 pm
This Thursday at 4 pm the focus will be on Understanding Evergreens. Learn how
to work with fresh cut greens to decorate pots for your porch. We will help you to
understand the best way to keep your evergreens fresh and teach you about some
of the wonderful, unusual evergreens we will be using in our creations this holiday
season. If you miss it, you can always watch it on our Natureworks Facebook
Page. All of our videos are archived.
Friday, November 24th
Green Friday All Day
We're turning Black Friday GREEN so forget rising before dawn and waiting in
line to join the mad rush at the big box stores. Sleep in and come to Natureworks
on Green Friday and we will give you a $5 gift card (good towards any $25 or
more purchase).

Saturday, November 25th
Small Business Saturday All Day
Shop small while supporting your local economy and your favorite small
business...Natureworks!
Free, locally made fresh donuts and coffee all day long. We appreciate YOU.
Monday, November 27th
Cyber Monday Special We have our pretty gift cards available 365 days / year
on our website!

Go to www.naturework.com/product/natureworks to order gift cards online. We
will include a personalized message from you and mail it to you or the recipient.
Watch for our special Cyber Monday facebook page special gift card offering
(available Nov. 27, 2017 only) visit http://www.facebook.com/Naturework

For the November event flyer, please CLICK HERE.

Click a Quick Link for more Information
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Gardening Classes

Handouts

Landscaping Services

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Natureworks App Details

The DuBrule Diaries Blog

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

RETAIL HOURS
Open 7 days
Monday - Saturday 9 am - 5 pm
Sunday 10 am - 4 pm
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!
NATUREWORKS IS CLOSED ON THANKSGIVING DAY.
Then after Thanksgiving we will be staying open
until 7pm on the remaining 4 Thursday nights (11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21).

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
Business Reg. #B 3307 | CT. License #0569208
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special email groups you can join!

