Be Inspired

Greetings!
I am finding it hard to believe that Christmas is 12 days away, today is Hanukkah,
and that Natureworks will only be open for 11 more days in 2017. Wow! I arrived
home in a snowstorm Saturday night, completely exhausted and relishing my two
days off after a very busy week of designing and working with greens. After
sleeping in on Sunday morning, I finally set up my own Christmas tree (which had
been outside, stored in a bucket of water for two weeks) and strung it with lights.
Then I sat with it for a night to be sure my
new cat Buddy didn't feel like climbing it!
Monday I started hanging ornaments, and
will continue with this delightful process for
the next few evenings. I love my
ornaments. There are so many memories
stored in those boxes. Ornaments remind
me of people, good times, even eras in my
life. Some were given to me as gifts by
special friends or employees. Some were
made by hand by my godson, or even by
my mother and her knitting club ladies back
in the 50's. Every year I buy at least one or
Buddy loves our Christmas blanket.
two new ornaments, keeping with my
He is contemplating the big fir in the
theme of icicles, stars, snowflakes, and
living room and thinking hmmm...
vintage glass. But it's the yellow origami chicken folded by 5 year old Bobby down
the street in the late 70's and the felt stocking made by my Great Aunt Jo when I
was a child that make the tree personal.

Monday afternoon I headed out to do my grocery shopping and realized that I
would only have ONE Monday left to finish my Christmas shopping. Yikes! I was
quite tired still, and was thinking of heading up to West Hartford to shop, but then I
decided to keep it simple. I went up to town and actually finished my shopping
locally. Ta da! Not only was it relaxing, I felt like I was keeping it real and keeping it
meaningful to seek out gifts from the merchants I love and shop with all year.

Where else will you find arrangements like this but at
Natureworks? Shop local!

The same can be true when you visit Natureworks. Sure, you may have to brave
the mall for the latest version of an electronic gadget, but in many cases, I see
people shopping the way I do, wandering around, seeking inspiration. My life at this
point is pretty simple- my parents are gone, my nieces and nephews really just
appreciate money, I have a small immediate family to buy for and they are easy.
But what I observe with my co-workers and Natureworks shoppers is a much more
complicated scenario as they seek out gifts for teachers, bus drivers, coaches,
hairdressers, tutors, grab bag gifts, and so much more. That's where we can help.
We LOVE to personalize gifts. Why not fill a box with smiling acorn ornaments and
give someone Doug Tallamy's book Bringing Nature Home? In it he explains how
oak trees are the most important tree you can add to our landscape because of
the native insect life it supports.
Let us wrap a special gift with an ornament
instead of a bow. That way, the recipient
will think of you each time they hang that

ornament on their tree, just as I think of my
Great Aunt Jo or my godson.
We have had people walk in and order
custom terrariums for 4 or 5 people on
their list. All a little bit different, to fit the
recipient's personalities. We have helped
folks pick out an ornament collection for
their newly married child who is setting up
their home and putting up their first tree.
We have customers that buy an
ornament for the same person
every year, continuing a tradition
that makes gift giving easy.
Giant martini glass planted with a
woodland theme? Yup, we can do
that. A planter filled with succulents,
embellished with seashore
ornaments? Easy. Visiting
someone in a convalescent home?
We can create a small arrangement that will fit perfectly on the bedside table and
bring the fresh scent of evergreens into their world.
This year, I am thrilled to see that indoor plants are BACK. If you stick around long
enough (in my case 34+years), everything comes back around again I guess! One
of my joys is to watch my staff learn about houseplants and match them with
pretty containers. They are even mounting staghorn ferns on bark and hanging
things with macrame hangers!
Houseplants offer so much,
especially at this time of year. First
of all, they provide you with an
indoor garden and keep you in touch
with growing things. They give off
oxygen, thus promoting health. Diane
says "don't forget to mention that
houseplants in your bedroom help
you sleep better!" We are stocking a
nice selection of today's modern
books about caring for and
decorating with houseplantscombining a plant, a pretty pot, and
a book together will set someone up
for a winter of delight. Why not throw
in a few bulbs for forcing- that is also
a wonderful winter activity.
Our new motto is:
Pick a plant. Pick a pot. We will pot it up for free in our wonderful, organic
potting soil.
We also have many paperwhite narcissus bulbs and Amaryllis bulbs already
paired with pretty containers. We can create a customized gift box of bulbs for
winter forcing- top sized bulbs, high quality soil, decorative rocks, and the

container of your choice.

I often point to a wreath or a swag and tell my customer
exactly where the greens were grown and harvested!

Every single morning, before I drive into work, I wander around my yard and pick a
pile of fresh greens, berries, and stems. Every day, for the next 11 days, my staff
and I will take these greens and make them into the prettiest centerpieces, the
lushest arrangements, beautiful wreaths, and custom lengths of mixed evergreen
roping. We will add fresh cut flowers (we get REALLY pretty flowers in at this time
of year), succulent cuttings, and all kinds of ornaments- customizing what we do to
fit your style or your recipient. It's fun, it's personal, and it matters so much to us to
make you happy.

Fresh holly is here, just in time to deck your halls...

So relax. Stop by and hang out with us and let us help you finish up your list. We
are open Thursday till 7 pm and we will put out the wine for a special evening treat.
Keep it real. Keep it meaningful. Keep it local. It will change the way you perceive
the holiday season. Let us be your guide to a kindler, gentler way of shopping.
I'll see you very soon...

Tablescaping the Natureworks Way

A few years ago I started seeing the word tablescaping in magazines, on
Pinterest, Facebook... everywhere I looked. I realized that we already do
tablescaping AND, of course, with our Natureworks signature style. This year we
have our own roping machine and we can make custom lengths with any greens
you choose. We can make bows
with long streamers to weave
down the length of the table and
suggest a collection of pretty
ornaments to embellish it. Then,
as your guests are having
dessert, you can tell them to
choose an ornament to bring
home. What a sweet tradition that
will make the meal so much more
memorable.
We have created memorable
tablescapes with long and low
arrangements studded with Mole
Hollow dripless candles. Fresh
greens can be brought in at the
last moment and placed down the
middle of the table, setting into
them small birch bark containers
filled with low clusters of fresh
flowers and berries.
Think of a theme: birds, seashore,
woodland, enchantment, stars
and snowflakes, gnomes and elves... you think of it, we can probably help you
create a tablescape to express it. What fun!

Will you Travel to England with Me?

Next year I am turning 65. Yes, you can do the math, I started Natureworks when I
was 30. To celebrate, I am planning a second custom tour of England in early July.
Won't you join me? It is a beautiful time of year (cool and in the 60-70's) and the
gardens will be at their summer peak. We will be visiting both private and public
gardens, including three botanical gardens. We will spend a full day at the
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show. Here are a few photos from my 2016 trip to
entice you.
For information, email me directly at nancyd@naturework.com

Give the Gift of Education
Register a loved one for the upcoming winter conference featuring 3 fabulous
speakers. I am on the Education Committee that planned this event and I am SO
excited about it...

Striking a Balance
CT Horticultural S ociety's 2018 Winter Conference

109 seats available as of Dec. 12th

Click Here to read all about this exciting winter conference. Registration is limited
and the conference will surely sell out. Don't miss this, register today! This would
make a really great holiday gift, perhaps accompanied by a book by one of the
speakers. We can help with that!
Once you register, stop into
Natureworks and pick up a book by
one of the speakers. Planting in a Post
Wild World is co-authored by Claudia
West. She explains about designing
plant communities, a topic I have been
studying in great depth for the past
year. It is truly the wave of the future, a
completely different way to look at your
landscape projects. We also have
Bringing Nature Home by Doug
Tallamy who will be speaking at the CT
Flower and Garden show in February.

We sell discount flower show
tickets. Bundle them with a book
and watch the anticipation grow!

Shop local
Shop small
Shop happy
An oversized tea cup
garden with sweet
succulents

Merry mugs filled with
greenery, topped with a
pretty little bow

We are making
fresh wreaths and
roping every day

Felt ornaments will travel
home with your guests and

give them something to
remember this holiday
season with year after year

This wreath is handmade
from the greens we have
harvested. Every one we
make is different.

All kinds of easy gifts for
those hard-to-buy for foks
on your list...

Happy hostess gifts in
every size and price range

Grape vine orbs come with
tiny white lights to hang
inside or out

Upcoming Events
Thursday, December 14th and Thursday, December 21st
9 am - 7 pm. These are the last 2 opportunities you'll be able to join us for
some relaxing late day shopping. We would be happy to take an order for
your Christmas Day centerpiece! You'll find many ready-made gifts,
terrariums, fresh arrangements, and so much more on display too.

CLICK HERE for our Holiday Happenings!

Click a Quick Link for more Information
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Gardening Classes

Handouts

Landscaping Services

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Natureworks App Details

The DuBrule Diaries Blog

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

RETAIL HOURS
Open 7 days
Monday 9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday 9 am - 5 pm
Wednesday 9 am - 5 pm
Thursday 9 am - 7 pm (our late night)
Friday 9 am - 5 pm
Saturday 9 am - 5 pm
Sunday 10 am - 4 pm
We are open 7 days per week all the way
through 5pm on Saturday, December 23, 2017.

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
Business Reg. #B 3307 | CT. License #0569208
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special email groups you can join!

