Marching Forth into Spring...

Greetings!
We are back from a busy and
very exciting week at the CT
flower and Garden Show. I am
very proud of the work that we
did- our educational garden, our
beautiful retail booth, and the
workshops that Diane and I
presented. We talked to people
about the Natureworks mission
until we were ready to fall over.
We saw beautiful plants and
gardens and caught up with many
of our gardening friends. As we
A small corner of our flower show educational
garden last week
returned to Natureworks, it was so
lovely to see both our yellow and
red witch hazel trees in full bloom. Snowdrops fill the bed in front of the shop. At
home, my first yellow snow crocus flowered on Monday. Gradually, ever so
gradually, spring will unfold. Until then, we are very busy gearing up for our
upcoming classes and our retail opening day on March 20th.

Our bright red 'Diane' witch hazel (Hamamelis) is in full
bloom in the garden by the road!

Have you signed up yet for our Natureworks Gardening Classes? They are really
filling up fast. First up is our all day workshop Grow a Healthy Yard on Saturday,
March 10th. This is one of the best deals you will find! Your registration gives you
an all-day pass to a series of 5 workshops given by myself and my good friend
Sandy Merrill, CT's seed expert. Bring your own lunch (we will provide beverages)
and enjoy a slide show of the beautiful gardens of England while you eat. Click
Here to read all about it and register today.

We open for the season on Tuesday, March 20th. On Saturday, March 24th,
Sandy Merrill will be leading two hands-on Seed Starting Workshops. The
morning session is full. There are only 5 spots left in the afternoon class. Reserve
a spot TODAY. Click Here to read all about it and register.

Want to know how to prune these hydrangeas? Sign up
TODAY for our class on April 7th.

The next classes are on pruning and they are also filling up fast. In the morning I will
teach the basics of pruning. From 1-3, CT's own Lorraine
Ballato, who just published the book Success with
Hydrangeas, will teach a two hour class specifically on
PRUNING HYDRANGEAS. Don't miss this!
If you have a bad case of spring fever and want to know
what you can be doing now to prepare for spring, read my
informative article below. Meanwhile, keep following our
Facebook and Instagram posts as we share our growing,
blooming, inspirational world with you.
See you soon!

All new Pollinator houses will
be in stock when we open.

P.S. There are still spots available for my July Garden Tour in England. Email me
at nancyd@naturework.com and I will send you the information.

Natureworks is Hiring!

CLICK HERE to view the details.

What to do in the March Landscape

Sprinkle breadseed poppy seeds on the ground now

Do you have spring fever? On the warm, sunny days we've been having, I slip on
my mud boots, grab my pruning shears, and head outside. At first, all I want to do
is look for signs of life. They are all around me. Bulbs are emerging and many are
in flower- snowdrops, Iris reticulata, snow crocus, winter aconite are all opening
before my eyes. My two witch hazel trees are flowering. Perennial foliage is
starting to grow, especially primroses and daylilies. My Helleborus niger
(Christmas rose) is flowering too. Here are a few things you can dig into now:

Remove last year's Hellebore foliage but be careful of those buds.
Do you see them?

Cut off last year's Hellebore foliage carefully. Buds are forming and some
may even be blooming. Make way for this year's leaves!
Cut off all evergreen Epimedium leaves. Do this immediately so that you
don't damage the new growth which appears when it gets a bit warmer.
Cut down all ornamental
grass foliage with the
exception of Helictotrichon
and Festuca. These you
comb out with your hands.
Prune your rose of Sharon
trees. If you don't want lots of
self sown seedlings, discard
the dried seed pods.
Leave as many leaves as
you possibly can as they will
add organic matter, shelter
My Helleborus niger is already blooming
beneficial insects, and act as
free mulch. Uncover crowns of perennials if they are buried really deeply in
leaves, but use the leaves elsewhere, perhaps under shrubs.
Never EVER walk on soggy wet soil in your garden beds or you will compact
it. Try to access the plants you want to work on from the edges of the
garden.
Cover areas of the garden where you want to
sow early peas and sweet peas with black
plastic. This will help it dry out and warm up so
you can sow the seeds in late March.
Sprinkle breadseed poppies and larkspur
seeds on cold soil NOW. Note where you
sowed them with labels. You will need to find
them when they emerge (not weed them out!)
and thin them for the best flowers. Don't worry,
we will guide you on this at the right time.
Spray dormant oil on plants that have pest
problems. I will be spraying my peach tree for
peach leaf curl. Many folks have their hemlocks
sprayed for wooly adelgid. Contact your
Get ready for sowing

peas and sweet peas
Cooperative Extension Service for details if you
have questions about what organic sprays you should consider now.
Look for plants that have heaved up out of the soil. I saw this all over my
yard, plant labels too. That happens with the alternate freeze/thaw cycles
that our crazy CT weather brings us. Reset them as soon as you notice.
DON'T cut down the plant stems
you left up for the benefit of our
native cavity nesting bees. They
are still in there and won't emerge
for many weeks. WAIT to do this
work. Our native pollinators thank
you.
Sharpen and oil your tools. Do it
NOW. When you really start
gardening in earnest, you won't
want to bother.
Look at your garden pictures from last year and start writing down ideas for
2018. This is a really fun thing to do on a rainy or snowy day.

Watch out for early bulbs as you work in your beds.
My Iris 'Katherine Hodgkin' is going to burst into bloom this week.
Isn't she beautiful?

Great Gardening Events
Happening this Winter

Below is a list of some of the fantastic garden related events happening over
the next few months. Please check the specific garden club or host of each
event for details and to be sure the public is invited.

Saturday, March 3rd Soup Symposium
Hardy Plant Society of New England - Connecticut Chapter
Theme: "March into Spring"
Natureworks will have a vendor booth. Two great speakers. A fabulous price.
Be there!
Saturday, March 3rd Mad Gardeners, Inc.Symposium
(open to the public)
Theme: Gardening with Wildlife: The Balancing Act
Housatonic Valley Regional HS in Falls Village, CT
Click Here for the flyer, print it in landscape mode.
Saturday, March 10th
Natureworks all day seminar held at Zion Episcopal Church
Grow a Healthy Yard. See class brochure
for details. Click Here for online registration.

Tuesday, March 13th
Cheshire Public Library
lecture by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

Topic: "Native Pollinators to Know and
Love."
Saturday, March 17th
CT Master Gardeners Symposium
Theme: "Gardening Gone Native"
Tuesday, March 20th
Natureworks opens for the year on the first day of spring!
Saturday, March 24th Seed Starting Workshops
in the Natureworks greenhouse. See class brochure for information. Click Here for online
registration.
*Morning session in full. 5 spots left in afternoon session. Sign up today.

Saturday April 7th Pruning Classes
held at Zion Episcopal Church. See class brochure for information

Overcoming your Fear of Pruning - Basic Principles and Practices
(Click Here for online registration.)
Pruning Hydrangeas with Lorraine Ballato (Click Here for online
registration.)
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RETAIL HOURS
Closed for the winter, then we reopen on the first day of Spring.

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
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naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special email groups you can join!

