My minitature Iris 'Katherine Hodgkin' are in full bloom this week!

A Great Week To Learn Something New!

Greetings!
My husband walked into my home office this morning, all upset about the next
upcoming storm. Like most of us, he is growing very weary of gray days, snow,
cold, and winter. Have I got a cure for that!

My Helleborus niger is blooming. Snow doesn't bother it. If it gets
covered, it will emerge to continue blooming. Keep the faith
everyone!

This Saturday my staff and I are hosting a fabulous, very affordable, highly
educational all-day workshop called Growing a Healthy Yard. I am SO excited. I
have been working very hard preparing lots of new classes and am honored that
Sandy Merrill, CT's seed expert (who many of you met at Seedy Sunday) will be
joining us for two workshops.

Yes! We will have a fully stocked seed rack at the
workshop this Saturday including tons of poppy
seeds. Have you planted your breadseed poppy seeds
yet? I have!

I will be introducing some very cutting-edge ideas that will change the way you
manage your landscapes and look at them. We're talking about ways to reduce
maintenance and mulching dramatically while upping the amount of color.
We're talking about focusing your yard on
pollinators, beneficial insects, and other good
creatures. We're talking about dramatically
reducing the amount of organic pest control
products you need to use. It will be fun, colorful,
and I guarantee you will totally forget about any
snow or cold weather outside the walls of the
Zion Episcopal Church hall.
WALK INS ARE WELCOME!
We will start on time, so please arrive 15
minutes early if you are walking in so we can
register you. Bring a bag lunch, we will provide
coffee and tea. During lunch I will be looping a
slide show of my July 2016 garden tour of
England.

On Saturday you will learn why
the ideas in this book have
CHANGED the way I look at
landscapes .

Don't miss this opportunity to learn a lot! Here are the details...

GROW A HEALTHY YARD
Saturday, March 10th
Learn how to create a yard that is a sanctuary, healthy ecosystem, and meets your needs while
reducing inputs and working closely with nature.
9 am-3 pm
Online signups taken through Friday at noon CLICK HERE - otherwise walk-ins welcome.
Fee: $45

Location:

Zion Episcopal Church 326 Notch Hill Rd., North Branford, CT

9:15-10:00 Creating Balance: Less sprays, less
inputs, more flowers, more food
Instructor: Nancy DuBrule-Clemente
In 2018, Natureworks raised 1000 monarch butterflies
from eggs and caterpillars collected in our organic
gardens. Because monarchs are so sensitive to any
sprays (including what we consider the most benign
sprays), we dramatically reduced our organic pest
control product usage and put into practice other
methods. Nancy will share with you what we learned:
how to scout for pests, use floating row covers, how the
timing of plantings makes a big difference to pest
populations, how to encourage beneficial insect
populations to do the work for you, and cultural techniques to reduce insects and diseases naturally.
10:15-11:00 Growing Flowers from SEED for Pollinators, Beneficial Insects, Hummingbirds,
and Butterflies
Instructor: Sandy Merrill
We are THRILLED to have CT's seed expert Sandy Merrill at our all-day seminar to share her
knowledge with you. She will explain which are the easiest flowers to grow from seed for the creatures
we share our yards with. Learn which seeds should be started ahead of time and how as well as which are
easily direct sown into the garden.

11:15-12:00 An Introduction to Plant Communities- Less Mulch, More Plants, Less Work,
More Beauty
Instructor: Nancy DuBrule-Clemente
Designing with plant communities is perhaps the most important and most dramatic shift in thinking to hit
the gardening world in a long time. It teaches an ECOLOGICAL approach to design and the concept of
MANAGEMENT rather than maintenance of your landscape. Based on her intensive studies of two
important books Planting in a Post Wild World and Garden Revolution, Nancy will explain the basics of
this new and exciting way of working with your landscape.
12:00-1:00 Lunch (bring a brown bag lunch, we will supply beverages)
During lunch, enjoy a streaming slide show of pictures of the gardens, greenhouses, landscapes,
and unusual plants that Nancy saw in her July 2016 custom garden tour of England. She will
return again in July of 2018.

For information on the 2018 English Garden tour email Nancy directly at
nancyd@naturework.com
1:00-1:45 Flowers, Food, and Herbs Belong Together!
Instructors: Sandy Merrill and Nancy DuBruleClemente
You can grow your own food no matter how small your
yard, terrace, or patio. BUT, when you grow food, you
MUST attract bees and other pollinators to make that
food happen. In this workshop you will be inspired to
create beautiful, productive, and sustainable edible
gardens by incorporating annual and perennial flowers
and herbs into your design.
2:00-2:45 Eek! Weeds!
Instructor: Nancy DuBrule-Clemente
Weeds can be the bane of a gardener's existence. Yet, they can be understood and managed much more
efficiently if you understand how they work. In this class you will learn how taking an ecological
approach to layering your gardens and managing them differently than the traditional methods of pulling
of weeds and annually applying mulch to dramatically reduce weed populations over time. Passive bed
preparation, smothering, flame weeding, and organic herbicides will also be discussed.
2:45-3:00 Wrap-up and questions

I hope you can attend. We are going to learn a lot
and have a great time. See you
Saturday!

Natureworks is Hiring!

CLICK HERE to view the details.

Native Pollinators Begin Flying Soon

This year, we are excited to introduce to you many new ways to attract our native
pollinators to your yard. Did you know that mason bees begin flying in the middle
of March? They are such important pollinators for our earliest blooming flowers.
Shown above is our new Solitary Bee Nester. It attracts all kinds of solitary bees
that will lay eggs in the holes. The cool thing about this particular nester is that you
can unscrew it and monitor the activity in the cells. This is a unique feature that
makes it so educational.

We have so many different options for enhancing your pollinator habitat this year.
This Saturday, Sandy Merrill will be talking about how easy it is to grow many of
the best pollinator flowers from seed!
Below you can read an excerpt from one of our many handouts about pollinators.
Reasons why pollinators are declining:
1. Loss of floral resources, habitat destruction
2. Loss of nesting sites, habitat destruction
3. Habitat fragmentation- broken up into small, isolated patches
4. Pesticides kill pollinators
5. Agricultural practices- herbicides eliminate flowering weeds and wildflowers
around agricultural field edges; soil fumigation kills ground nesting pollinators
6. Land use practices- towns and states use herbicides and/or mow the sides
of the roads, eliminate floral resources and nesting sites.
7. Recreational land practices- huge expanses of monoculture lawn grass,
elimination of flowering meadows, hedgerows.
8. Light pollution- street lights affect nocturnal pollinators (moths, fireflies)

Pollinator friendly practices:
1. Use organic methods- if you do use organic insecticides, apply at dusk,
after the pollinators stop flying
2. Plant for succession of bloom- a minimum of three types of plants in bloom
every month.
3. Plant each variety in large blocks.
4. Connect habitats together with pollinator strips
5. Leave some areas wild: avoid over-manicuring your landscape
6. Avoid mowing every part of your yard- convert open areas to meadows
with lots of flowers to increase foraging habitat- designated pollinator
meadows

7. Leave some areas bare to attract ground nesters
8. Allow clover and other weeds into your lawn so your lawn also becomes
pollinator friendly
9. Encourage your town to convert roadside areas to non-mown, non-sprayed
pollinator habitats
10. Encourage your local parks and schools to install habitat gardens
11. Leave stems of plants up in the winter so cavity nesting bees have a place
to live.
12. Leave snags (dangling branches) and dead wood in place for cavity
nesting bees if not dangerous.

BEE THE CHANGE you wish to see in your world

Great Gardening Events
Happening this Winter

Below is a list of some of the fantastic garden related events happening over
the next few months. Please check the specific garden club or host of each
event for details and to be sure the public is invited.

Saturday, March 10th
Natureworks all day seminar held at Zion Episcopal Church
Grow a Healthy Yard. See class brochure
for details. Click Here for online registration.

Tuesday, March 13th
Cheshire Public Library
lecture by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

Topic: "Native Pollinators to Know and
Love."
Thursday, March 15th
Thames River Garden Club
lecture by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

Topic: The Bookends of the Gardening
Year: Planting for early and late season
pollinators.
Saturday, March 17th
CT Master Gardeners Symposium
Theme: "Gardening Gone Native"
Tuesday, March 20th
Natureworks opens for the year on the first day of spring!
Saturday, March 24th Seed Starting Workshops
in the Natureworks greenhouse. See class brochure for information. Click Here for online
registration.
*Morning session in full. 5 spots left in afternoon session. Sign up today.

Monday, March 26th
Long Hill Garden Club
lecture by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

Topic: Blended Gardens
Tuesday, March 27th
Garden Club of Newtown (the public is invited)
lecture by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

Topic: Blended Gardens

Saturday April 7th Pruning Classes
held at Zion Episcopal Church. See class brochure for information

Overcoming your Fear of Pruning - Basic Principles and Practices
(Click Here for online registration.)
Pruning Hydrangeas with Lorraine Ballato (Click Here for online
registration.)

Click a Quick Link for more Information
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Gardening Classes

Handouts

Landscaping Services

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Natureworks App Details

The DuBrule Diaries Blog

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

RETAIL HOURS
Closed for the winter, then we reopen on the first day of Spring.

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
Business Reg. #B 3307 | CT. License #0569208
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special email groups you can join!

