Basket, basket, we have hanging baskets for your MOM!

To Mom with Love

Greetings!
Welcome to an absolutely stunning week in May. Mother's Day weekend is upon
us and it's time to celebrate not just our moms, but all of the strong, powerful
women in our lives. My mom was a tiny woman and an amazing human being.
There was nobody kinder. She had a fierce stubbornness that carried her through
90 years of all life could throw at her. Her birthday was
May 6th. She has been gone 11 years. It's hard to
believe. Each year we would have a double celebration
on Mother's Day. Our presence was her present, but I
ALWAYS worked in her rose garden and planted her
annual containers for her before the birthday cake was
served. I had so many other female role models- my
great Aunt Jo, Lucie Carlin, my Aunt Dottie, and many
coworkers and clients. This is the weekend to celebrate
them.
Moms deserve all we can offer them on Mother's Day.
Why not make it REALLY special and call ahead to have
a gift certificate waiting for your mom this weekend?
Give us the heads up when you get here and we will
present it to her in style! This Saturday I will be planting
up beautiful annual containers all day. You can point to

This picture of my
mom was taken the
day we announced our
engagement. She was

SO happy!
the flowers you love and I will combine them for you. We
have over 100 of the most spectacular hanging plants I
have ever seen, grown with beneficial insects not pesticides. They can either
hang from a hook on the porch OR you can remove the hanger and slip them into
pots on the patio. Voila! An instant container garden. Perhaps you want to help
your mom with her garden. We can help you pick out a nice selection of
perennials that will bloom every year on Mother's Day. Inside, we have lovely
succulent planters and many unique gifts. Nothing says "You're Special" better
than a gift from Natureworks.

Pop a pair of hanging baskets into a pair of pots on your porch
for an instant mixed container. So easy!

The trucks are rolling in daily and our garden center has never looked so
beautiful. What we have changes constantly. This week's features include
gorgeous rose bushes, bleeding hearts,
a rainbow of creeping phlox, 'Scent and
Sensibility' dwarf lilacs, and an insane
collection of beautiful annuals. Edible figs
have arrived, including 'Little Miss Figgy',
a dwarf fig that I have been coveting for
years. We have herbs and ground covers
and wildflowers and berry bushes and
native plants of all kinds.
Tune in this Thursday evening at 5 pm to
Facebook Live and watch the magic
happen as we demonstrate how to
create a beautiful mixed container of
annuals. Many of the plants we carry at Natureworks may be new to you. We will
introduce you to some of our favorites for sun, shade, hummingbirds, butterflies,
and fragrance. You will surely be inspired.
Check out these new red marigolds
called 'Strawberry Blonde'!

Next week is Veggie Week. We wait until the middle of May to get in our organic
warm season vegetable seedlings (tomatoes, peppers, eggplants) to assure that
the air and the soil is warm enough as we have no way of protecting these
thousands of plants from a late chill. Don't let last week's heat wave fool you. May
can be surprisingly chilly at night. What you CAN do to prepare for veggie week is
to pick up a cedar raised bed, put it together, and fill it with our wonderful organic
soil and compost. I am adding three new raised beds to my yard. The beds we
carry are 3' x 6' and only $119.99. They are easy to put together and made of rotresistant cedar. We have one on display by our organic fertilizer shed.

We also have 6 foot long Smart Pots. I planted one with cool season crops a few
weeks ago on Facebook Live and covered it with floating row covers. It is
AMAZING! We are eating spinach salads every day.

Spinach salad anyone?

The ruby throated hummingbirds have arrived in CT- everyone is reporting them
at their feeders and in their gardens. Why not give your mom one of our
hummingbird feeders, a bag of our special
nectar, and a selection of hummingbird
attracting annuals and perennials? We can
put the entire collection together in a pretty
gift package. I guarantee you that she will
be calling you to report on her
hummingbirds all summer long. I plant up a
collection of clay pots with Cupheas,
Salvias, Calibrachoas, Agastache,
Lantanas, Verbenas, and other classic
hummingbird flowers and place them on the steps
of my deck. Most evenings my husband and I
share a glass of wine and watch them nectaring. I
am thrilled this season is once again upon us. The
ONLY way you will enjoy hummingbirds is if you
stop working, stop looking at your phone, sit, and

relax. That is the gift of this tiny, miraculous
creature.
Along with the beautiful weather come a few pests
that you should be aware of in your garden. Read
my article below about things to scout for this
week and alternative ways to manage pests using
beneficial insects. Also, check out the next in our
continuing series on groundcovers and layering
the garden. As I stroll my yard at home, every
place I see a weed or an empty spot, I always
think about what I could plant there. My goal is
extreme diversity of flowers and foliage as well as to dramatically reduce how
much mulch I have to spread. It's working and my garden is much fuller and much
prettier as the years go by.

Unusual perennials such as Dicentra 'Gold Heart' grace
our benches. Visiting Natureworks is like going on a
horticultural treasure hunt!

You couldn't find a better week to come to Natureworks for a visit. The gardens
are glorious, the nursery yard is exploding
with fresh color, and the shop is a pure
delight. Plus, we have everything you need
to have an organic landscape and
surround yourself with beauty. Let the
garden be your oasis, your escape hatch.
Let the garden feed your soul. Give the gift
of a garden to others. We've been doing
just that for 35 years and we would love to
help you.
Lovely Lantana

I hope to see you soon...

Swan River daisy

What's Bugging You?

As an organic garden center for 35 years, we have a very different approach to
pest control. Our first goal is to IDENTIFY the pest that is bugging your garden.
Without knowing what it is and its life cycle, we can't tell you how to manage it.
Once we know what pest you are dealing with, we suggest the least toxic, safest
control first. Sometimes, we simply tell you to release beneficial insects. The
good bugs have arrived! This year we not only are selling ladybugs (which eat
a TON of aphids) but we also have a Garden Power Pack of ladybugs and green
lacewings. We keep our beneficials in the refrigerator and they come complete
with instructions on how to release them.
Not all garden pests can be controlled with beneficial insects. A case in point is
the red lily leaf beetle. They are HERE and
I have been scouting and squishing for
about a week now. The picture on the right
shows this pest on Fritillaria foliage. They
don't only attack Liliums, they can be
found munching on early spring Fritillaria
bulb leaves and toad lily (Tricyrtis). We
suggest you sprinkle Sluggo Plus (with
spinosad) on the soil below the plants.
Dust the leaves with diatomaceous earth.
If you do spray, do so ONLY at dusk after

all of the various bees have stopped flying. We use Neem or Spinosad.
The goal is to NEVER, EVER blanket spray any part of your garden. Target only
the pest, at the right stage of its life cycle. That is how you build a balanced
ecosystem. Plant flowers that attract beneficial insects such as daisies of all sorts
and plants in the Umbelliferae family like dill and fennel. Plant elderberries- their
flowers are irresistible to beneficials and you get fruit for the birds and yourself!
Weave herbs of all kinds into your beds and borders. Increase the diversity of
your plantings and you will gradually be creating a much more balanced
ecosystem.

Fill in the Gaps with Ground Covers

Pure white Phlox subulata (creeping phlox) will cover the
ground under sunny, upright perennials and flowering shrubs.
Try adding it under roses, lavenders, and Baptisias.

Everyone is starting to talk to me about groundcovers. I guess you guys really DO
read this weekly email! As you may realize, I am on a mission to encourage
you cover all bare ground with plants. Upright growers should have
spreading plants at the base. Shrubs should be underplanted with vigorous
perennials. This accomplishes a few things.
First, planting in layers in designed plant
communities reduces your weeds and reduces
the amount of mulch you will have to spread.
Second, the garden is simply a lot prettier, a lot
more diverse, a lot more colorful. Third, you are
introducing more ecological functions to your
landscape. We want you to plant for pollinators
Epimediums are the ideal
and beneficial insects. We want you to attract
groundcover for dry shade .
more hummingbirds. We want you to have

carpets of edible herbs you can harvest.

Try Tiarellas (foamflower) as a ground cover in your
shade garden.

Here's a brief list of some great groundcovers either in stock now or arriving this
week:
Ajuga 'Black Scallop' and others
Amsonia 'Blue Ice'
Asarum- native American ginger, great for shade
Campanulas- many bellflower varieties
Cerastium tomentosum-snow in summer
Cranesbill geraniums-many varieties
Epimediums- many varieties
Galium odoratum-sweet woodruff
Ferns- including Athyrium 'Lady in Red'
Iberis (candytuft)
Iris cristata- native, shade loving crested iris
Lamium- many varieties
Nepeta-catmint, beloved by pollinators
Phlox divaricata, stolonifera, and subulata
Polygonatum- Solomon's seal
Pycnanthemum muticum- mountain mint
Rubus calycinoides-creeping raspberry
Sedums- lots of ground cover forms
Tiarella- foamflower-many varieties
Chrysogonum with Brunnera and

Sedum. A tapestry of groundcovers. So
Make sure to visit our new
pretty!
GROUNDCOVER Page on our website.
Click Here to link to it and be sure to download our list of groundcovers we
recommend and use in our garden designs.

Upcoming Events
Facebook Live Thursdays!
Tune in for Natureworks Facebook Live every Thursday evening at 5 pm.
Saturday, May 12th
10 am - 3 pm Ongoing demonstration
Creative Containers for Mother's Day Giving
Let Nancy and her talented team make a beautiful custom container for you!
From 10-3 we will be planting up containers using all kinds of colorful annuals,

herbs, perennials, and unique plants. You can simply watch and be inspired or
you can ask us to plant a container for you while you shop.

Sunday, May 13th Mother's Day
Surprise your Mom with a Magic Moment at Natureworks!
Order a Natureworks Gift Certificate for your Mom and then bring her to the shop
on Mother's Day to "take pictures in the gardens". Let us know when you arrive
and we will present her with the gift certificate, take your picture, and send you a
copy!
To visit our website Events page, Click Here.
Click Here to view/print our May Events Flyer.

Click a Quick Link for more Information
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Gardening Services

Handouts

Natureworks App Details

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

Retail Shop Hours
Monday - Wednesday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Thursday our late night 8:30 am - 7:00 pm
Friday - Saturday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 28, 2018

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
Business Reg. #B 3307 | CT. License #0569208
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special email groups you can join!

