Exciting things Happening at Natureworks!

Greetings!
When you think of summer, what flowers come to mind? Top of the list are hydrangeas. This
week we are SO psyched to be hosting Lorraine Ballato, CT author and hydrangea expert. Her
long awaited workshop Success with Hydrangeas is happening this Saturday morning
from 10-11:30. The class is starting to fill up, so register today. Click Here to link directly to the
online registration form.

Which is which? Are these macrophylla hydrangeas or
another species? How would you prune them? Can
they take full sun? Find out this Saturday at our
Success with Hydrangeas workshop. Register today.

For example, check out this photo of a blue hydrangea that I
snapped in a parking lot. The new green growth is overtaking the
flowers. Do you know how to prune it at this time of year for
maximum bloom? Why do some hydrangeas bloom reliably and not
others? And what about all those new varieties, especially in the H.
paniculata species? It's getting very confusing. Some hydrangeas
are tall, some are short. Some bloom on new wood, some bloom on
old wood, some bloom on both. Let Lorraine help you sort it all out.
We are totally in the swing of things and raising monarch butterflies
like crazy. They are flying all over Natureworks and in our home
gardens. We just received a fresh shipment of common milkweed,
super-healthy young plants. We have also restocked many other varieties of Asclepias. All
provide the larval food plant for the monarch caterpillars.
We spend a lot of time working with our customers to
match them to the right species for the size and style of
their yard. But one thing is for sure, if you plant it they
WILL come. This Thursday is another of Dianes' training
session on How to Raise Monarch Butterflies. Registration
information can be found below. She keeps the class size
small and participants go home with an egg or caterpillar to
raise. If you are not sure you can come, call Thursday
morning to see if there are any spots left. Amber just informed me that we have 14 eggs, 93
caterpillars, and 34 chrysalises right now in the shop. So far we have released 46 monarchs!

Thank you Karen Gallagher for the hard work you do to
keep our Kid's Garden so beautiful. She did a major tuneup
last week and it looks amazIng!
I don't know about your gardens, but I spent a ton of time in the Natureworks shop gardens and
in my home gardens doing a lot of deadheading, cutting back, weeding, and grooming. They
seemed quite "shaggy" to me and in need of some love. I also "cut windows" in my borderssome shrubs were simply taking over the garden and it was time for a heavy handed chop chop!
We are in a transition time as the May/June plants are done and the hot summer plants are just
coming into their own. This Thursday evening on Facebook Live at 5 pm I will be talking
about some of these Classic Summer Flowers and how to grow them.

I adore this pink Sanguisorba (I have 3 in my home garden!).
This is just one of the many unusual plants we are carrying
right now.
Our benches are absolutely overflowing with very cool plants. We continue to restock and are
offering many unusual varieties to make your landscape pop with color. Threadleaf Coreopsis are
really starting to bloom like crazy this week as
are the Crocosmias. The delphiniums still look
awesome and we have all kinds of great
summer Phlox paniculata varieties in full bloom.
It's peak daylilly season and nothing says
summer more than daylillies and hydrangeas in
a perennial border. Diane has put the daylillies
on sale for the next 2 weeks at 20% off AND has
also put all the berry plants on sale- blueberries,
strawberries, raspberries, blackberries, and
FIGS. Let me tell you, I have been feasting on
Add Crocosmia 'Distant Planet' to your
fresh picked raspberries and blueberries for a few
garden to attract lots of hummingbirds.
weeks now. Plant now and within a few years,
you too will be eating fruit from your garden. There truly is nothing like it.

Summer blooming threadleaf Coreopsis are so easy to grow.
This is an unusual color named 'Sienna Sunset'.

Variegated phlox looks great even
when not in flower.

Clematis 'Roguchi' has unusual bell
shaped flowers

Sunday I harvested all of my garlic. Now I have a
12' x 3' completely empty bed. I am planting
beans, carrots, cucumbers and more summer squash in every empty spot in my veggie garden. I
fed everything with Neptune's Harvest on
Monday and continue to pound thick
wooden stakes into the ground to hold up
my massive tomato plants. I put up my
cucumber beetle trap and it's working
great. Diane is having tons of trouble with
flea beetles on her tomatoes and will be
installing a flea beetle trap in her veg
garden tomorrow. I also do a lot of
handpicking and I scout morning and
night to try and spot any signs of pests
before it becomes a big problem.
My garlic "mandala". I laid all my garlic out to
dry in my sunny courtyard on Sunday
Make sure to keep on feeding your
afternoon and then brought it into the back
annuals, container plants, and vegetables.
garage just before it rained.
During last Saturday's garden walk I
answered so many questions about the various types of fertilizers we use here at the garden
center, at home, and in our client's
gardens. Some prefer to mix up liquid
such as Neptune's Harvest blends and
water them in. I showed how to create our
Summer Magic Formula of Pro Start and
compost and add it to the base of roses,
delphiniums, and butterfly bushes to keep
them happy. I demonstrated how to blend
up a liquid seaweed foliar feed spray. We
talked about the various fertilizer formulas
and why flowering plants need more
phosphorus and foliage plants need more
I fed my delphiniums with Pro Start and Coast
nitrogen. Click Here to read our Feeding
of Maine Quoddy compost last week. I am
the Garden handout which explains this in
hoping to get a good rebloom this fall.
more detail.
One pest that no one wants to run into in the yard are deer ticks.
I always wear long pants when gardening, and if I
am working in the wilder areas, I tuck my pants
into my socks. The crew and I spray with cedar oil
spray, the best all-natural repellent. We do have in
stock Tick Killz , a hose end sprayer that
contains cedar oil- use this to spray your yard,
especially the wilder areas and around the edges.
We have had great success with Tick Killz!
Next week we are having our very first

Herbal

Tuck your pants into your socks, spray
yourself with cedar spray, and spray

Tea Luncheon. Read all about it below and

the yard with Tick Killz.

register with a friend. Sandy Merrill and I are cooking up some great herbal treats and it is a
perfect opportunity to relax, eat, drink, and learn a lot about herbs. I can't wait!

A serene scene in our new shade garden. Can you name
this hydrangea and do you know how and when to prune it?
Success with Hydrangeas workshop is this Saturday! Sign up
today!
Enjoy this beautiful summer week, SO lush and abundant, overflowing with color and filled with
life.

I hope to see you very soon!

P.S.
Sales this week:
All daylilies and berry plants and figs are on
sale 20% off July 19th-Aug. 2nd or until they
are gone!
Sidewalk/Front Lawn sale - deep sales on
many shrubs & perennials 30-50% off. We
Delphiniums are in their glory
on our benches this week.
continue to add to this sale which has now
moved to the front lawn!
Amber has marked a ton of annuals at 1/2 price! Come and help us make
room for the new ones arriving!

It's Up to Us to Carry it On

Connecticut lost a powerful advocate for organic gardening and I lost a very dear
friend last week. Bill Duesing passed away on July 12th. It is hard to imagine a
world without my mentor Bill. I met him decades ago and we served together on
the CT NOFA board for many years. Bill actually founded CT NOFA (Northeast
Organic Farming and Gardening Association) in 1982. He was a fierce fighter for
organic food, solar energy, and food sufficiency. As organic food became more
mainstream, he took up the fight against genetically engineered crops. He was a
tireless fighter, spending much of his time at the state capitol, speaking out on
radio shows and giving talks to groups throughout the state. He taught me how to
be an activist and inspired me to speak my truth, even if, at times, my voice would
shake. He never gave up and he always had a positive attitude. Bill was founding
chair of the New Haven Ecology Project and established one of the first charter
schools in the state. The Common Ground High School continues to this day to
educate young people on its farm in New Haven. A celebration of his life will be
held there in the near future.
You may know Bill's voice from listening to him on public radio
for over 10 years as he delivered his weekly "Living on the
Earth" essay. He and his wife Suzanne later compiled these
essays into a book. The University of MA has archived these
essays. I urge you to listen to some of them. You will realize that
they are as relevant today as they were decades ago. Bill was a
deep thinker who could see through to the truth of the matter and
then explain it in a way that made it seem obvious and clear.
http://scua.library.umass.edu/digital/duesing
On Saturday, August 4th Natureworks will be hosting a CT NOFA Family Fun
Day at the garden center. This is your chance to meet many folks that have been
working tirelessly in CT for years to bring safe, organic food to consumers as well
as train farmers and landscapers in organic methods. It is up to US to carry on
this work. It has never been more important for YOU to join CT NOFA and support
the important work that they do. We will have our own celebration of the life of Bill
Duesing on that day. I hope you will join us. Click on the link in the Upcoming
Events listing below to let us know you are coming to this free event.

Upcoming Events

Refresh your garden with lovely pink
dahlias and Verbena bonariensis
'Lollipop'.

Facebook Live Thursdays!
Tune in for Natureworks Facebook Live every Thursday evening at 5 pm. This
week we will talk about Classic Summer Flowers and how to grow them.
Thursday, July 19th
1:00 - 2:30 pm
Learn how to Raise Monarch Butterflies
This will be a training workshop. Learn about
the lifecycle of the monarch and how you can
become a Monarch Waystation. Then, learn
the very specific protocol and techniques that
we use at Natureworks to raise monarch
butterflies from eggs and caterpillars.
Excellent for parents, teachers, garden clubs,
land trusts and organizations that would love
to raise monarchs. Each participant can take home and egg or small caterpillar
to raise and release at home. If you are not sure if you can register, call Thursday
morning to see if we have space left!
Register online by CLICKING HERE or stop in or call 203-484-2748
$10 Fee. Class limited to 18 participants.
Saturday, July 21st
10:00 - 11:30 am
Success with Hydrangeas
We are honored to be hosting CT
author and hydrangea expert
Lorraine Ballato under our teaching
tent at Natureworks. She has
recently published THE BOOK on
this subject: Success with
Hydrangeas. Lorraine presented a
workshop this winter that opened
our eyes to the new cutting edge
varieties and techniques that she
Success with Hydrangeas.
will share with you. Learn about the
different species and varieties of hydrangeas, how to site them, water them, feed
them, and prune them. We will have a nice selection of hydrangeas to study and
purchase. You must register in advance and seating is limited so register
early, Click Here. Lorraine will be signing and selling her books after class.
Fee: $20 Class Limit: 25

Thursday, July 26th
5:30 - 6:30 pm (open until 7pm tonight only)
Wine Walk with Nancy- Made in the Shade
Join us for a relaxing stroll through the Natureworks demonstration gardens with
Nancy while sipping a glass of wine. We will focus on perennials, shrubs, annuals,
and foliage plants that are featured in our shady demonstration gardens. Treat
yourself to a refreshing evening out and see what's blooming at this time of year.
Bring a friend! Shade plants are available for purchase right after the walk for
10% off to attendees.

Do you grow the herb tansy? I do. I have a large patch of it
in the pollinator border that surrounds my veggie garden. I
love the smell of the leaves and use the flowers fresh and
dried. We now offer nice tansy starter plants along with lots
of other great herbs.

Saturday, July 28th
12:00-2:00 pm
Herbal Tea Luncheon with Sandy Merrill
For the first time ever, we are hosting an herbal tea luncheon under the teaching
tent at Natureworks! Join Sandy Merrill for a delightful afternoon filled with
refreshing herbal beverages, delicious food made with herbs, recipes, ideas,
information, and inspiration. Seating is limited to 20 participants and you
must pre-register in advance by July 24th, Click Here. Spread the word, tell
your friends, don't miss this exciting event!
Feel free to wear a festive summer hat.
Please bring your own place setting (glass, tea cup, silverware) if
possible.
Fee: $25 Limit:20 people
Click HERE for our Summer Events Flyer
Save the date and register soon!
Saturday, August 4th- CT NOFA Celebration, click here then RSVP to CTNofa
for this free event.
To visit our website Events page, Click Here.
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Natureworks App Details

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

Summer Retail Shop Hours
Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
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STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special email groups you can join!

