Planning for Thanksgiving

Greetings!
I find it inconceivable that Thanksgiving is a week from Thursday! Everything seems to
be in fast forward right now. At Natureworks, we are peddling as fast as we can to
prepare for the upcoming holidays.
Our leftover outdoor plants are
GONE. Our benches are fully
stocked with all sorts of evergreens,
large and small, perfect for filling
your porch pots and windowboxes.
The outdoor bulbs have been
banished to the fertilizer shed to
make room in the shop for tons of
houseplants, gifts, and
arrangements. The outdoor bulbs
(including garlic) are now 30% off.
You can continue to pop them in
until the ground freezes. Our
The outdoor bulbs have been moved to the
shipping and receiving porch is
shed to make room for lots of new houseplants
overflowing as we try to
like this burgundy Peperomia
instantaneously transform our retail
shop and greenhouse for this exciting time of year.

We will be making Thanksgiving
arrangements for the next 8 days. Either
stop by and pick one up or call ahead and
place an order.

I spent all of Sunday outdoors, happy to see the sunshine, layered up for the cold
temps. I planted EVERYTHING I had taken home over the past few months- 60 plants!
I couldn't believe how many plants I added to my gardens. I was exhausted but very
pleased with myself. All that's left to put in is my garlic and my spring blooming bulbs. I
emptied my clay pots and stored them in the garage. I cut back the frozen plants in my
clay-like plastic pots and started studding them with some greens and berries. I pulled
a giant pile of fresh grapevines for making wreaths and garlands.

Next up, I will begin harvesting greens, berries, and colorful branches from my yard
and bringing them into Natureworks. Many years ago a friend of mine
came over and we harvested together. She
took this photo of me on my deck. My
evergreens have nearly doubled in size since
this photo and I have continued to add more
varieties. This is also an excellent year for
my red and orange winterberries as they love
the rain. I will be bringing in my orange
winterberries this week to start making our

Thanksgiving arrangements. I also harvest
orange 'Flame' willow branches. We love to
decorate with natural materials harvested
locally and we LOVE to design with unusual
materials.

I will be bringing in my orange
winterberries this week to start making
Thanksgiving arrangements.

Spray your plants with WiltPruf NOW.

Don't forget to grab a few bags of Coast of Maine compost and hill up your roses
before the compost freezes. This offers excellent protection against the ups and
downs of the thermometer in our crazy winters. We are fully stocked with WiltPruf,
our favorite, CT made, all natural anti-desiccant spray. Both of these forms of winter
protection for your gardens and evergreens were described in last week's email. If you
are like me, you are still deep in the throes of cutting back your gardens. If you need
detailed information, Click Here and read the long version of Putting your Garden to
Bed. It is stuffed full of excellent information.

One of my favorite things about November is to watch my staff unpack and hang up all
of the ornaments that they have chosen for our
Christmas shop this year. We specialize in naturethemed ornaments and this year, we have so many
super-cute fuzzy goats, sheep, mice, dogs, kitty
cats, and so much more! If you want to watch a
video featuring one of our ornaments, Click Here. If
you liked that, watch This One ! Yes, we are having a
ton of fun this year! That's what it's about at
Natureworks. Beautiful, inspiring, natural arrangements, gifts that make you happy,
houseplants to brighten your mood all winter long, and tons of beautiful bulbs to plant
and grow and give as gifts. Creativity abounds. We have only just begun- wait until you
see how amazing Natureworks will look by the time Santa arrives on Small
Business Saturday! We will even have our first shipment of gorgeous, CT grown,
fresh cut Fraser firs in by that weekend.

The first weekend in December is our 35th annual Christmas Open House. From
the very first days of Natureworks in Stony Creek back in the 80's, we have been
celebrating with hot mulled cider, cookies, and festive greenery of every shape, size,
and description. Don't miss this celebration!
Here are
a couple
of shots
from the

early
days to
make you
smile!
If you
focus
your
attention
on
shopping
small, shopping local, and supporting the
hardworking folks in your community that offer so
much diversity and creativity, this time of year can
be a joy to experience. For us, it's personal.
Everything we select for our shop, every thing we
make and design, is with you in mind. The same customers have been coming back
year after year to celebrate with us. We love what we do and are so grateful that you
support us and enable us to keep on growing.

Wonderful CT made Red Bee honey is back along with
their new healing Bee Balm Tea blend. Check out the
herbs- ideal for this time of year.

Stop in this week and see what's new. See you soon!

Sales this week:
All winterberry shrubs 20% off
All outdoor bulbs 30% off
includes garlic

All mulch 30% off
All grass seed 20% off (now is the
time for dormant seeding)

Decorate this Year with Native Evergreens

Native evergreen Leucothoe catesbei 'Compacta' turns deep,
rich burgundy at this time of year.

When you first arrive at Natureworks, you will walk through benches filled with
evergreen shrubs and berry bushes. These have been chosen for you to use in the
pots on your porch, patio, and deck at this time of year. In the spring, they can be
planted in your landscape and will continue to bring you pleasure for years to come.
Some of the native shrubs that we have this year include:
Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens) is actually a native, evergreen groundcover
found in woodlands all over New England and New York state. It has brilliant red
berries and glossy, bright green leaves. Both,
when crushed, smell like wintergreen (think
Necco wafers or Teaberry gum if you are from
my generation!) It is often found growing in
patches of moss, intermingled with partridge
berry (Mitchella repens) and ferns. For many
years we have been adding wintergreen to our
containers at this time of year. They look
amazing in windowboxes. New this year is a
variety with pink berries.
Shown in the photo above and in the background
in the porch pot on the right is another great
native shrub, Leucothoe. This is an understory
shrub which is dark green in the growing season,
turning deep burgundy in the winter. It has white
flowers in May.
We also have Eastern red cedars (Juniperus
virginiana) with blue berries beloved by the birds
and some interesting varieties of white pine.

Those beautiful red berries in this
porch pot are wintergreen
(Gautheria procumbens), a native
woodland groundcover.

The birds love the blue berries on our native
Eastern red cedar trees.

I will be harvesting native cut hemlock boughs to use in roping and swags. Back in the
old days, this was a key component of holiday greenery arrangements. I don't prune
my tree until now, saving the greens for our naturalistic design work.

Decorate Naturally

So many of the greens in the wreath above were
harvested from my yard and from the Natureworks
gardens!

As we head into the holiday season, think about the impact that you can have on the
environment by using as many natural materials as possible. Recently I produced a
video about the the changes in our industry over the past 40 years. The increase of
plastics is a serious concern.
At Natureworks, we strive to harvest as much as we can locally- from my yard, the
shop gardens, my staff gardens, and nearby nurseries. If you will be placing an
arrangement of greenery at the cemetery to
honor loved ones, why not avoid those
horrible red and white plastic ferns and
poinsettias and purchase a hand-made pillow
or pot from Natureworks with fresh, locally

grown winterberries and greens from our
gardens?
This Thursday evening at 4 pm on
Facebook Live, I will be demonstrating how
we create our custom Thanksgiving baskets
and arrangements. Tune in to see the magic
happen. This Saturday, we have a couple of
spots left in my Winter Porch Pot design
workshop. I will start harvesting tomorrow for
this workshop and will teach you how to decorate naturally this year! Details on how to
register are found in the Events Listing below.

Upcoming Events

Facebook Live Thursdays!
Tune in for Natureworks Facebook Live every Thursday evening at our
new time 4:00 pm.
This week Nancy will demonstrate how to create natural Thanksgiving
arrangements using colorful foliage, branches, berries, pods, cones, and flowers.
Wednesday, November 14th
4:00 - 8:00 pm
Natureworks Night at Perk on Main!
Join Natureworks Garden Center for a sweet or savory crepe and coffee at Perk
on Main's fabulous new Middletown location! We will have a nice selection of
succulents, houseplants and succulent pumpkins for sale. We also welcome you
to build a globe terrarium at a "make and
take" station at any time for $25 during
those hours. (additional supplies will be
available)
Perk on Main's new space is located at
386 Main Street in Middletown, in the Main
Street Market. #shopsmall
#businessesworktogether
Saturday, November 17th
10:00 - 11:00 am
Winter Porch Pot

Join Nancy outside to create an eye-catching pot for your front porch that will give
new meaning to the phrase, "curb appeal!" We'll provide the pot and you'll learn
how to incorporate pods and cones along with colorful branches and berries from
deciduous shrubs, as well as, evergreen branches. The pot with be completed
with the addition of a fabulous coordinating bow!
Fee: $45 (additional supplies are available for purchase) Limit 8
Registration Required. Register online or call the shop to register over the
phone. Dress for the weather-the workshop will be held outside.

Click Here to view/print our November flyer.
To visit our website Events page, Click Here.

Click a Quick Link for more Information
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Gardening Services

Handouts

Natureworks App Details

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

Retail Shop Hours
CLOSED 11/22/2018 Thanksgiving Day
Monday - Saturday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Open 7 Days!

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
Business Reg. #B 3307 | CT. License #0569208
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special Natureworks email groups you can join!

