Are you Coming to our Open House?

Greetings!
I hope you had a lovely Thanksgiving holiday. We thoroughly enjoyed Green Friday and
Small Business Saturday with Santa Claus. We officially have kicked off the holiday!
This Saturday and Sunday is our
35th annual Christmas Open
House. This tradition started back
in the 80's in Stony Creek. My shop
was heated by a giant woodstove
and I had a pot of mulled cider on
the stove for my customers. Back
then, I made all the cookies in my
tiny cottage kitchen AND decorated
all the wreaths! How far we've
come... Now my staff does most of
the baking and I have two very
talented designers besides myself
making the wreaths. Other
I pick fresh winterberry branches every few
members of my staff are making
days to add to our arrangements.
roping, studding porch pots, and

making swags. We are also constantly making our signature arrangements, many in
tiny pots and whimsical containers.

Open House Weekend is a chance to celebrate together. There will be wine, mulled
cider, and all kinds of delicious goodies. We will be fully stocked with the fullest, most
beautiful premium Fraser fir cut trees that we have ever had- including really tall ones.
Decorated wreaths will fill every available outside surface, and our bins of freshly
harvested greens will be overflowing. We just got in another ribbon shipment, and we
are having so much fun creating everything from scratch and filling custom orders.
And yes, we name our trees! This
is also a tradition. Many folks can
recite the names of the trees from
the past five years when they come
in!
This weekend I finally planted my
garlic and the rest of my bulbs. We
do have a few outdoor bulbs left
and they are now half price if you
can muster the energy to pop them
into your gardens. I also continued
to add evergreen boughs to the pots
on my deck and they are starting to
look quite lovely with such a wide
diversity of textures and colors. I
twisted up a huge grapevine wreath
to use as a base for my giant lit
evergreen wreath on the front porch that will welcome me home every night for the
next couple of months. I also made many extra grapevine wreaths for us to decorate
with greens here at Natureworks. This week, my crew is coming to my house and
harvesting a truckload of greens- I am letting them climb the tall ladders at this pointmy tress have grown so much this year!

Inside the shop, we are having a blast playing with our ornaments and filling every
container imaginable with greens. Houseplants are everywhere as well as flowering
plants, tiny poinsettias, and bulbs for forcing. Succulents? Yes, we have them too. I
think one of the best gifts you can give someone is to fill their winter windowsill with
lush plants. I know it cheers me up to walk into my home office and see plants on
every surface.

Our expanded holiday hours start NOW. We will be open late on Thursday
evenings till 7 pm. It's a relaxing time to shop, and with all the sparkling lights and
natural scents, it is quite magical. Tune in this Thursday evening at 4 pm for
Facebook Live. This week I am going to demonstrate how I make a mixed evergreen
wreath, with a quick bow making lesson thrown it!

This Fraser fir wreath is embellished with blue berried juniper and
fragrant Concolor fir. Don't you just LOVE that red cardinal ribbon?
Our wreaths are WiltPrufed, double sided, very full, and VERY
fresh.

This is an ideal week to spray WiltPruf on your evergreens. With all the rain we've
had, the plants are fully hydrated. The temperatures will be much warmer than last
week, right in the range for applying WiltPruf. Of course, we are hard at work dipping
our fresh cut evergreens and wreaths in WiltPruf before we restock our benches and
bins. It makes a huge difference.

Evergreens of every type can be made into wreaths, swags, or
roping. I harvested the lacebark pine, umbrella pine, golden
arborvitae, Thujopsis, Concolor fir, Boulevard cypress, and
Green Giant arborvitae from my gardens to make this wreath.

The only limit to the natural decorating possibilities is your imagination! My talented
staff can help you choose the look that is right for your home, indoors or out. We don't
call ourselves the Natureworks Christmas elves for nothing!

I hope you can stop in this week, perhaps on Thursday evening, and on the weekend
to celebrate our 35th year in business at our festive Open House. Let's raise a glass of
cheer together...

Outdoor Decorating the Natureworks Way

Pots filled with aromatic greenery, hand made roping- it's easy to
decorate the outside of your home
naturally.

When the garden is finally put to bed for the season, it leaves a real void in the heart of
a gardener. Every time I look outside, I am grateful for any shred of color I can see.
The best way to make your outdoor spaces beautiful in December is to do some
decorating with greens, branches, pods, cones, and berries.
Start with your containers. I leave all of my clay-like plastic pots filled with soil and
simply cut the frozen annuals to the base. I then pick all kinds of evergreen boughs
and arrange them by sticking the stems right into the soil. I mix it up, contrasting long
needled pines with curly Chamaecyparis, blue-green firs, and golden arborvitaes. I add
stems of brilliant red winterberries, burgundy branches of my twiggy dogwoods, and
bright green stems of my Kerria japonica. I stage

them in groupings on my back deck so that no
matter what window I look out, I see color. I also
stud a giant pot in my main perennial border, a
low bowl that sits on the pump cover for my
water garden, and a pot on the sitting wall in my
courtyard. The pots that you see when you pull in
my driveway have been planted with colorful
evergreens all year- I simply added annuals all
spring, summer, and fall and now, the
evergreens in these pots are bigger and better
than ever. I keep my front porch simple- I make a
GIANT wreath of evergreens wired onto a
grapevine wreath, add a huge red bow, cover it
with tiny white lights, and put it on a timer so that
every night when I drive home, I am welcomed by
the warm glow. Another pot filled with cut
evergreens and berries completes the picture.
You can do this too! It is easy and fun. I gave a workshop a few Saturdays ago on this
very topic and everyone was delighted with the gorgeous creations that they took
home.

No matter what your style, we have what
you need for your outdoor decorating
projects.

You will enjoy these pots all winter long. When the birds decide the berries are finally
ripe, you will happily watch them feed on the fruit that has brightened your world during
the darkest months. Come spring, remove the boughs, toss them in the compost,
remove the top 1/4 of the soil, add fresh compost and fertilizer, and plant your pansies
and stud the pot with cut pussywillows. And the seasons go round and round and
round, all the while we are enjoying the beauty and bounty of our landscapes.

Decorate naturally, the Natureworks way!

Keeping Your Christmas Tree and Greens Happy
inside your Home

I love decorating my home at this time of year. My house was built in the 1830's and it
has a fireplace in the dining room. A few days before Christmas Eve, I twist up some
mantle roping to make the room more festive. Because these greens are simply wired
together and not in water or floral foam, they only last a few days before drying up.
On the sideboard in my dining room, I make dramatic arrangements of fresh greens,
berries, and branches. They are either in vases of water or in wet floral foam. These
lasts for weeks as long as I keep adding water. That's the difference. Greens that are
out of water (roping, wreaths, swags) do fine outside, especially when it is cold and
wet. But inside, it's another story. Greens need moisture to stay fresh.
Understanding how to take care of your greens is key. For example, think about fresh
cut Christmas trees. Our trees are CT grown and harvested fresh. The weather has
been not-so-nice for humans, but

BOY do the cut premium Fraser firs
love it! When I think of all the years
that we had bone dry falls, followed
by unseasonably warm Decemberswe had to hose down our trees and
greens and cover them with moist
burlap. This year is a dream come
true for our trees and greens.
When you buy a tree from us, we
give it a fresh cut before we tie it on
your car. Your job is to put it in a
Beautiful trees, CT grown. Can we twirl a tree
bucket of water immediately when
for you?
you get home to get it to start drinking
water. When a tree is cut, the sap quickly seals the bottom. When this happens, the
tree can't drink water. If you don't put it in water immediately, be sure to give it another
cut right when you are putting it in the stand.
At our house, we place our tree in the living
room window and, unfortunately, there is a
radiator below the window. We put a small
humidifier beneath the tree to add extra
moisture to the air. I check the stand every
morning, especially since my cat Buddy
has been known to drink the water from the
tree stand. I also add a few drops of
SuperThrive to the water which helps the
tree last even longer. I leave my tree up
well into January as, with the busy season
at Natureworks, I do a lot of entertaining
after the New Year.

My cat Buddy says "don't forget to give
your tree a fresh cut and immediately put
it in water!"

If your house is really dry, you may want to
consider buying a ready-to-use bottle of
WiltPruf. Cut the tree trunk at the base, set
it in water, and get it drinking. It's easiest to
do this outside or in the garage. Then,
spray the tree, top to bottom, with WiltPruf.
This anti-desiccant will seal in the
moisture.

Upcoming Events

Facebook Live
Tune in for Natureworks Facebook Live
this week on Thursday at 4 pm. This week I will show you how to make a mixed
evergreen wreath with a bow making demonstration thrown in!

This is the perfect week to pick out your Christmas
tree. Wait till you see how gorgeous our trees are this
year!

Saturday, Dec. 1st 9am - 5pm and
Sunday, Dec. 2nd 10am - 4pm
35th Annual Open House
Come join us during our 35th annual Open House Weekend which will feature hot
cider and delicious Christmas cookies for you to enjoy. We will also offer wine,
cheese, and crackers for you to snack on while you browse the retail shop and
the holiday Design Studio in the greenhouse. Shop in a festive, relaxed
atmosphere while enjoying the scent of fresh greenery.

It's easy! Click this image to buy a
Gift Card through naturework.com

Click a Quick Link for more Information
Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Gardening Services

Handouts

Natureworks App Details

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

Retail Shop Hours
Monday - Saturday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Thursday our late night open until 7:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Open 7 Days!

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
Business Reg. #B 3307 | CT. License #0569208
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special Natureworks email groups you can join!

