Have a Happy Habitat Day is Saturday!

Greetings!
Guess what? We are SO very excited that our all-day Have a Happy Habitat
Day event is this Saturday. The weather is cooperating and we expect to have a
fabulous day of classes, beautiful pictures, and information. Kathy Connolly
(shown above) is speaking on meadows, large and small. We have been trying to
coordinate this for a long time.
You may read her columns in the
local papers. Perhaps you went
on her CT meadow tour last
summer. Even if you think you
don't have room for a meadow in
your yard, consider a "minimeadow".
I will start the day off explaining
the basics of designing your
yard to enhance habitats for all
creatures, above and below the
soil, large and small. Part of
analyzing your yard is considering how much lawn you have, how you take care of
your lawn, and things that you can do to reduce your lawn and provide other types
of habitats. I have been working on this new presentation non-stop for days, it is
consuming me!
Following my design class, Natureworker and avid birder Suzanne Hauselt is
giving a talk on How to Build a Happy Bird Habitat for You and the Birds. I
adore the birds in my yard and know that watching them and feeding them in the
winter really helps me get through

the season. BUT, there is so much
more to birdscaping. Once the
spring comes, the birds need
insects- and they will eat TONS of
them from your yard. Guess what
that means. Your garden will be
patrolled by these winged
creatures. It's enjoyable to watch
and listen as they do their work.
In the afternoon, Natureworker
Eliza Caldwell will be giving a talk
about Blending Annual and
Perennial Flowers into the Vegetable Garden. This too is an important part of
creating a Happy Habitat as flowers provide so much nectar and pollen for
beneficial insects (who attack the bad bugs), all of our pollinators, AND they are
beautiful too.

Walk-ins are welcome. The class is being held at the Zion Episcopal Church in
North Branford. If you are not pre-registered, please arrive 15 minutes early to
sign in. New this year, our classes offer re-certification credits for NOFA Certified
Organic Landcare Practioners AND for DEEP Pesticide Management Program
Credits. This is BIG NEWS as you can now take our classes, that focus so much
on organic and sustainable growing and design, and get recertification credits for
doing it. We are thrilled and honored. For more details, please Click Here.
Naturally we will be bringing all kinds of new books, seeds, organic seed starting
supplies, our wonderful new bird feeding products, mason bee houses... so come
prepared to learn and to shop! Click Here to see all the details.

We have a wonderful new line of high quality, all-natural bird feeding products. It is
so important to provide protein to the birds as the mating season begins. We will
be bringing this to the church this Saturday. Bluebirds, woodpeckers, and many
birds you may not normally see love this!

Speaking of seeds, we have restocked our seeds after the flower show and will
be bringing a lot of them to the church. Grab your breadseed poppy seeds this
Saturday because next week is going to be in the 50's. Once the ground is
visible, you can sow them directly on the cold soil. We usually sow ours around
the week that Natureworks opens, which is the first day of spring, which is IN
TWO WEEKS! Wow!

We also will have all kinds of milkweed and other Asclepias seeds with us at the
church. We believe that an integral part of a happy habitat, no matter what size, is
to provide larval food plants for the butterflies. Not everyone has room for
common milkweed, but there are so many other options. We can help you sort out
which Asclepias is right for you.

Starting seeds indoors is something that lots of gardeners do. Right now you
should be starting your cool season crops indoors such as broccoli, cauliflower,
cabbage, and celery. Diane is using our new propagation kit at home to grow
nutritious microgreens for her family. Click Here to watch a short video that she
just did explaining how easy it is.
You should start your warm
season crops such as tomatoes,
eggplants, and peppers in late
March. Some seeds can simply
be sown outdoors either in early
spring for cool season crops or
starting in mid-May for heat
lovers. We have tons of
information to share with you
about all of this AND Eliza is
giving two Seed Starting
workshops in the Natureworks

greenhouse at the end of March.
Information on these and other
Natureworks workshops being
held in the greenhouse has just
come out. See below for the
details and sign up soon as
space is quite limited. Lettuce
and Alyssum bowls anyone?
Want to learn how to start and
grow and save Dahlia tubers?
Isn't the idea of growing things
again so exciting?
So don't let the snow get you down.
There is so much happening in the
month of March to keep you
focused on getting growing. March
16th is the Master Gardeners
Conference. The first day of spring
is March 20th and Natureworks will
open full time for the 2019 growing
season on that day. Come
celebrate with us! March 23rd we
will have two great classes back at
the church- Garden Maintenance and Pruning. And then it will be April, and the
party really gets going. April 6th is Grow Food Day at the church. Thus the year
begins, blossom by blossom, the earth will thaw, the bulbs will bloom, and we will
soon be outside, playing in the dirt once again.
I really hope I see you this Saturday at Have a Happy Habitat Day. Treat
yourself to this late winter event. Don't miss this, it's going to be a great time and
you will go home totally inspired.

Soon the Iris reticulata bulbs will be in
bloom. They always are in flower the
week we open, which is in 2 weeks!

Let's Start Thinking Spring!

Oh snow, you are so beautiful but I wish you would come in January, not March
when the bulbs were starting to poke their noses up and the witch hazels are
blooming. Geez! But, we live in New England and March can be a really
frustrating, crazy month. The cure? Focus on beautiful spring flowers. So I am just
going to share some pictures with you to cheer you up...
This is Osteospermum, a terrible name for a
wonderful cool season annual. We get these in as
soon as we can, and put them in our spring
container gardens. They come in all colors,
singles and doubles. Another name for them is
African daisy, but that also applies to so many
other plants that it's good to know their real name
as they are invaluable at this time of year.
Another early bloomer is Veronica 'Georgia Blue'.
This is a perennial ground cover that starts
flowering in April and makes a stunning
combination with daffodils, hyacinths, and early
tulips. I grow this in my courtyard and love to
introduce it to my client's gardens because it is so
early and just so BLUE!
Crocuses will be popping up soon. Last
year I was enchanted with this lovely
species crocus that we planted in the
garden in front of the shop. The early bulbs
are so important for our pollinators. They
are one of the main sources of early pollen
and nectar. So are early flowering shrubs
and trees such as weeping cherry, Azalea
mucronulatum, Lonicera fragrantissima,
and witch hazels. These plants are simply
abuzz with life. Try doing what I do and stand in the middle of them on a sunny,
warm, early spring day. Close your eyes and listen. It will calm you right down.
It wouldn't be spring in my world without tons of
Hellebores blooming. These are perennial shade
plants and this year we are carrying over 20
species and varieties. The instant the snow melts,
cut down last year's Hellebore foliage. Do this

before the flowers pop up or it will be very slow
going. The new leaves will emerge as the flowers
unfurl and you will be quite satisfied with the way it
looks.

Soon this will be the scene in the Natureworks shade
gardens.

Snapdragons are another wonderful cool season
annual. The nice thing about them (and sweet
alyssum) is that they can be put out in early April
and will continue growing and producing flowers
until late fall. They make great cut flowers too.
Sometimes, the old fashioned flowers are such
workhorses, we forget to appreciate them. Let's
hear if for snapdragons! And, of course, when you
show a little kid why they are called that, it is a double bonus.

Do you Subscribe the The Connecticut Gardener?

Meet Anne and Will Rowlands, owners of The Connecticut Gardener magazine, a
wonderful publication just for us! If you don't read this magazine and you love
gardening, you are really missing out. It is jam packed with wonderful articles,
many written by CT authors. They list gardening events throughout the state and
offer timely tips, what to do in the garden, in each issue.
I write for them once or twice a year. This issue features
an article they asked me to write about new gardeners. It
was quite enlightening to give this topic my full attention
and wonderful project during January. I would love to
know your opinion of what I wrote. I think it is so critical
that we pass our gardening knowledge on to future
generations. My friend Lorraine Ballato (author of the
book Success with Hydrangeas) also tackled the same
topic. Our articles are completely different. It is
fascinating.
The cover of this issue features a flower mandala by my friend Michael Russo
who owns Trout Lily Farm in Guilford. He has amazing food and flower gardens
and does stunning wedding flowers featuring lots of his home grown cut flowers.

Our state is filled with so much talent and so many
interesting people participating in the field of horticulture
in varied ways. How else can you know about this unless
you read The Connecticut Gardener? Click Here to go to
their website and subscribe today. Tell them Nancy sent
you...

Career Opportunities at Natureworks

Natureworks is Hiring!
CLICK HERE for the details.

Garden Clubs, Classes and Events

You can find Nancy DuBrule-Clemente and the Natureworkers speaking or hosting a
vendor table at these fun and educational events. Check the website listed for
additional information and to see if club meetings are open to the public.
March 9, 2019 Have a Happy Habitat Day--Natureworks Clases at Zion
March 12, 2019 Wallingford Garden Club--Wallingford, CT
March 16, 2019 CMGA Symposium--New London, CT
March 20, 2019 NATUREWORKS OPENS for its 36th year!
March 23, 2019 Garden Maint. and Pruning the Natureworks Way Day--Natureworks
classes at Zion
March 30, 2019 At NATUREWORKS-Organic Seed Starting Workshop with Eliza
March 31, 2019 At NATUREWORKS-Organic Seed Starting Workshop with Eliza
April 6, 2019 Grow Food Day--Natureworks classes at Zion
April 7, 2019 At NATUREWORKS-Organic Lettuce and Alyssum Bowls
April 13, 2019 At NATUREWORKS-Wake up the Garden for Spring - FREE-No Reg.
April 13, 2019 At NATUREWORKS-Get a Head Start on Dahlias

Our 5 NATUREWORKS CLASSES have just been granted
approval for program credits for the following:
DEEP Pesticide Management Program Credits for Private
Applicators and Supervisor category for Ornamentals and

Turf
and
NOFA Organic Landcare CEU's
Registered students should be sure to check-in at the Certifications
table at each class at the
Zion Episcopal Church.
IF INTERESTED IN CREDITS,
PLEASE NOTIFY US WHEN YOU ARE REGISTERING.
CLICK HERE FOR MORE DETAILS.

Click Here to view/print 4 page class descriptions.
Click Here to view/print class registration form.
CLASS LOCATION
All Winter classes will be held in the church hall of the
Zion Episcopal Church, 326 Notch Hill Rd.
North Branford, CT 06471.

Natureworks will reopen for our 36th year on
March 20, 2019.
RETAIL SHOP HOURS beginning 3/20/2019
Monday - Saturday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Click a Quick Link for more Information

Our Website

Buy a Gift Certificate

Employment Opportunities

Gardening Services

Handouts

Natureworks App Details

Organic Lawn Care Info.

Veggies-Incredible Edibles

Natureworks Horticultural Services (map)
518 Forest Road, Northford, CT 06472
Business Reg. #B 3307 | CT. License #0569208
naturework.com | nature@iconn.net

STAY CONNECTED and SHARE IT:

Click the Update Profile link shown below and then SUBMIT
to see the special Natureworks email groups you can join!

