It's Just TOO Exciting!

Greetings!
So it's Tuesday morning and I roll into Natureworks, ready to write the weekly
email. I walk around the shop, the
greenhouse, and the nursery yard and am
amazed at how much has changed since
Saturday. Wow! So much to write about
and share with you. Then my staff starts
arriving. LOTS of staff. It turns out that
there are shipments galore arriving today.
Nursery stock. Perennials. Ground covers.
But wait! They hand me lists of even
MORE plants arriving on Thursday. I go
upstairs. I start to get organized. I go
Ranunculus!
downstairs. A truck has been unloaded
and I am SO excited. Look at all these new plants!

Spring Garden Baskets!

We are going a little bit crazy here. We will
be filling up our benches by weeks end.
The greenhouse is already stuffed full of
organic veggie seedlings and herbs. Of
course, we have MORE organic veggies
coming later in the week. Did someone
say it was time to plant lettuce? There are
pre-started pea plants, spinach, broccoli,
escarole, onions... How can I even begin
to choose?
Meanwhile, Easter is 11 days away. We
certainly have just what we need to create
our signature spring garden baskets.
Lotsa lettuce!
Ranunculus are here, but are flying out the
door so if you love them, don't wait. We fill the
baskets with living plants and customize them as
gifts. Since we are closed Easter Sunday, April
21st, please let us know by Friday, April 19th if
you have a custom order for your holiday
celebration. Colorful, festive creations that we
have pre-made will also be available for you to
select from.
We are also planting up spring container
gardens. Combining cool season annuals,
perennials, bulbs, Hellebores, and herbs offers
endless possibilities. This week, why not include
some of our new arrivals such as Heuchera
'Mega Caramel', Pulmonaria 'Trevi Fountain', one
of the five ADDITIONAL varieties of Hellebores
(to add to our already insane collection)- you get
the picture.
If you are looking for native plants, you are in luck.
This week we are getting in 7 types of blueberry

Nemesias were featured last
week on Facebook Live. They
are in this spring container
with yellow Ranunculus,

Violas, and tulips
bushes,
cranberries, paw paws, shadbushes
(Amelanchier), chokeberry (Aronia),
redbuds, dogwoods, Fothergilla,
Leucothoe, inkberry (Ilex glabra) as well as
loads and loads of ground cover phloxes.
Read my article below to learn the
difference between these important early
bloomers.
Fothergilla is a great woodland native
shrub

Looking to add some VERY early color to
your spring landscape? Arriving this week are all kinds of magnolias, Viburnum
bodnantense 'Dawn' (fragrant pink flowers right now), winter hazel (Corylopsis),
all sorts of witch hazels, soft and lovely 'Windbeam' and 'Pioneer Silvery Pink'
dwarf rhododendrons, Scotch broom, and flowering almonds.

Magnolias!

This is the ideal week to plant your spring veggie garden. I am pre-soaking my
sugar snap peas as I write this, but we also have seedlings of snap, snow, and
shelling peas in stock. Last year I planted yellow and red onions and just ate the
LAST one on Monday! This year I am doubling the red onions. Here's my trick: I
ease the seedlings out of their tray. There are a few baby onions in each pack. I
fill a basin with Organic Plant Magic and water. Then I soak the onion seedlings.
After soaking, I tease them apart
and plant them one at a time in
rows or along the edges of my
raised beds. Broccoli and broccoli
raab as well as spinach goes right
under my floating row covers. To
learn why, read the article below.
This is an organic gardener's best
tool, I couldn't grow these crops
without it. We even have escarole,
and all of us have been discussing
the delicious escarole dishes our families make with this super easy-to-grow
green.

Organic veggies and herbs!

Spring is moving into "fast forward" mode. With the opening of the forsythia
blossoms, it is time to apply corn gluten to your organic lawn to inhibit weed seed
germination. This also feeds the lawn. We have everything you need from
shredded straw, Pro Gro, Cheep Cheep, corn gluten, and our blend of tall fescue
grass seed. Be sure you take your soil test before applying any fertilizers so we
can help you get the balance right.

Hellebore heaven is happening and spring is when we have the best selection.
Think shade gardens. Think super early spring color. Think great foliage all
summer and fall. Think Hellebores! Here's a few that we have now on our
benches...

Apricot Blush

Jade Tiger

Confetti Cake

Some of our Hellebores are in quart pots and may not bloom the first year. Let the
picture on the tags entice you! Others are in full bloom and in larger pots.

So it's time to be happy, welcome spring, welcome the bees, welcome the
flowers, and celebrate by spending as much time as you can outdoors. We are
here to inspire you and to guide you.

You just never know what you will find when you walk through our doors. The
creativity of my talented staff impresses me every day. We may be small in size,
but BOY do we have tons and tons of cool things.
Make time to stop in for a visit this week. And don't forget that this Saturday
morning is our annual Wake up The Garden Walk. I will be teaching you what to
cut back, how to prune summer blooming shrubs, and how to feed the garden
using our Magic Formula. The fun begins at 10 am under the teaching tent. Be
there!

P.S. Tune into Facebook Live
this Thursday at 4 pm. I am
going to challenge myself to
choose my TOP TEN favorite new plants for early
spring color. Do you think I can keep it to only 10?
Tune in and find out!

Spring garden baskets are
being made fresh daily

Phlox, Phlox, and MORE Phlox

When you hear the word Phlox, what comes to mind. For most of it, we think
about the large panicles of fragrant flowers that bloom in our summer gardens.
But April and May are one of the best seasons of the year to enjoy Phlox.
Welcome to the world of the spring blooming native phloxes...
Show above is Phlox divaricata 'Blue Moon'. This is a woodland variety that
flowers in May. It spreads slowly and steadily, and in my garden does a bit of
welcome self-sowing. It loves shady, woodland conditions and blooms in synch
with Fothergilla.

Can you see how Phlox stolonifera is spreading by stolons?
Carpet the ground with the fabulous native.

Another woodland native is Phlox stolonifera. My absolute favorite variety is
'Sherwood Purple' as it is SO vigorous. This plant is a fast growing groundcover,
spreading by stolons (runners with baby plants at the end that hit the ground and
root). Think of carpeting the ground with the shady creeper and then forget about
mulching. We also carry pink and white varieties of this species.

For sunny gardens, plant Phlox subulata in a rainbow of
colors.

If you have full sun, then you will want to grow Phlox subulata, affectionately called
May pinks or creeping phlox. These come in a rainbow of colors including pink,
blue, purple, white, and bicolors. I have had them on the side of my driveway for
over a decade. Even though they are buried under a snow bank, they still come
back.

Phlox subulata is the perfect groundcover in combination
with spring bulbs

As May turns into June, we will talk about some of the new Phloxes that bloom in
late spring and early summer. They are being selected for clean, disease free
foliage, a prolonged bloom period, and as cut flowers.

An Organic Gardener's Best Tool

There are certain crops that everyone wants to grow in their home garden that
challenge organic gardeners. The first is broccoli, and in my case, broccoli raab
as well. All veggies in this family are eaten by tiny green caterpillars that emerge
from eggs laid by flying moths. You can spray your plants with B.T. (Bacillus
thuringiensis), a cultured bacteria that kills caterpillars and doesn't harm
beneficials (or us), but it is a constant chore. It is MUCH easier to plant all
members of this family under floating row covers.

It took me a while to figure out an easy method for doing this. We now sell pliable,
metal hoops that you push into the soil and then drape the row covers over it. I
use clothespins to attach it to the hoops. I roll the fabric around a long, thin board
and staple gun it on. Then I lay the boards down on either side of the row and put
bricks on them. The goal is to completely
encase the veggies with this fabric so NO
moths can get in and lay their eggs. If I am
using seedlings, I spray them before I
cover them with ONE application of B.T.
just in case there are eggs or caterpillars
on there that I cannot see. Because these
crops don't need to be pollinated, you can
leave the row covers on until you harvest. I
lift it, check on the plants, add more
Row covers=perfect broccoli
shredded straw mulch if needed to
suppress weeds, give them a secondary feeding, the usual tending of the veg
patch. But it works! Light and air and water go right thru the fabric. Voila!

Another couple of crops that I ALWAYS use row cover on are spinach and Swiss
chard. They have another damaging pest, a leaf miner. I don't want to gross you
out, but when you see a spinach or Swiss
chard leaf that looks like this, what you are
seeing are the tunnels made by the leaf
miner inside the leaf. Yuck! Cover your

seedlings immediately when you plant
them. You can also direct sow spinach and
Swiss chard now. I try to do both in the
same bed- I surround my seedlings with
seeds so I can double the harvest.

Spinach seedlings are here and the time to plant them
is NOW

Yes, there is nothing more pleasing that admiring rows and rows of newly planted
veggies in your garden. But covering them makes a lot more sense. If you know
this in advance, you can plan what you plant where based on the fact that you are
going to cover them.

Later, when things warm up, I will explain how we use floating row covers to
protect cucumbers and squashes and all of their relatives from a different set of
pests. But those are warm season crops. We are planting cool season crops
now. So get out there and get planting! And let us help you figure out how to do it
and what you will need to be successful...organically.

Upcoming Events held at Natureworks in Northford, CT

Join us online every Thursday at 4pm for our
free Facebook live video, CLICK HERE.
This week, Nancy will list 10 of her favorite spring bloomers and tell you all
about them. Do you think she can stick to just 10???

'Pioneer Silvery Pink' semi-dwarf Rhododendron is one of my
favorites. WHAT will I talk about on Facebook Live? Tune in and
find out!

Saturday, April 13th
10:00 am - 11:00 am
Wake up the Garden for Spring FREE GARDEN WALK
Join Nancy for the very first garden walk of the
season and learn how to cut back perennials,
feed the soil with our "Magic Formula", and
prune summer blooming shrubs. Beginner and
advanced techniques will be demonstrated.
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Get a Head Start on Dahlias class is full,
waiting list only
Want a head start on growing dahlias this year?
Join Nancy (who absolutely ADORES dahlias)
for this workshop! We will provide dahlia tubers,
organic potting medium, 2 containers and all
the knowledge you need to be a fellow-dahlia
lover. Dahlias are the stars of any cut flower
bouquet and benefit from being started early
before being planted in a garden or larger
outdoor pot.
Registration required: $35 This class is limited
to 12 students.

It's time to feed your garden
with our Magic Formula

Diane has a lush, organic lawn. You can too. This Sunday
she is teaching us how to do it. If you know someone who
is not convinced, they MUST attend this class.

Sunday, April 14th
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
How to Grow a Safe Organic Lawn - FREE EVENT
Join Diane St. John as she explains why and how to have a SAFE organic lawn.
Learn the basic principles behind having a healthy organic lawn. Learn how
organic lawns differ from chemical lawns and why they are way more
sustainable. If you have recently taken a soil test, bring in the results for
interpretation. If you haven't taken a soil test, stop in and ask us how to take one.
To read our March 29th Organic Lawn Care Blast email Click Here.
For additional info., visit naturework.com
then Garden Info
then Events & Classes or simply, Click Here.

RETAIL SHOP HOURS
Monday - Saturday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY 4/21/2019
and then April 25th we'll be open Thursdays until 7pm.
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